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IT is not to be expected that the life of a man devoted 


from a state of infancy to study and retirement, 
should be pregnant with such incidents as are apt to ex- 


cite public curiosity. The truly excellent person of . 


whom it is our business to present the reader with some 
biographical anecdotes, was distinguished by a cheerful 


and uninterrupted discharge of every religious and moral 


| duty, an imagination so fertile in original and great 
ideas as to seem incapable of being exhausted, a pro 


found and solid judgment, and "oy. extensive literary ac- 


ö Jen e 


Having premised thus much, we shall proceed to the 
narrative. The father of. Doctor Watts kept a boarding 


school in the town of Southampton; and his qualifica- 


hs” tions for the office of a preceptor were such, as procured. 


bim considerable encouragement, while the integrity of 
his manners gained him the respect of all who had the 

| happiness of his acquaintance. Of nine children, Isaac 
Was the eldest. Though Mr. Watts was not in circum- 


| 


stances of opulence, yet his income was equal to the 


support of his numerous family in a stile of gentility. 
. . $f 
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Isaac v Watts was born at Southampton on the 17th of 7 | 


July, 1674. At a very early pertod of life he appeared 


to be strongly attached to reading; and this disposition 
was with pleasure observed and eutefolly cultivated, by 


his parents. At four years old his tather degan to in- 
struct him in latin; and after 28 some con- 


Siderable progress in that language, and in other funda, 


| mental branches of learning, he was placed under the 


tuition, of the Reverend Mr. Pinhorae, a clergyman of the 


5 establ ished church, and master of the free school at 


Southampton. 8 
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— In this eto o our youll etc bust paeg u 7 
- prook of an insatiable thirst for learning, and of an un- 
mon brilliancy ot g genius, which indeed rendered him | 
alterwards so highly distinguished in the literary world. 
His rapid progress in the learned languages, and in vas 
tous branches of the sciences, together with the spright- 
_- Hines and vivacity of his wit, en he had the-happy 
talent of attemporing. with a degree of sober judgment, 
. Which was altogether extraordinary in one of his years, 
induced some liberal-minded persons to propose engag- 


ing in a subsoription for the purpose of compleating his 


education at one of the Universities. This generous 
Proposal, however, he declined with grateful acknow- 


ledgements, declaring his resolution of adhering to those 


Principles he had imbibed from his parents, which impels- 
| 2 70 _ to attach n 40 the Sm” church. 


9 lng 


In ele 1690, young ane Watts took up his resi- 


«4 "I * 
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25 eee. in London, under the direction f 
the Reverend Mr. Thomas Rowe, who, it is recorded 


12 


5 they so admirably correspond with each other, that com- 
mendation will even here be extorted from the utmost By 


With the church of which his tutor, Mr. Rowe, was pas- 
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upon good authority, had not, during the years that hge 


resided in his Seminary of learning, a single occasion of 


addressing him in a stile even of the mildest reprimand 
| or reproof, so early was his mind impressed with just 
sentiments of religion and morality, such perfect sim- 
plicity was there in his manners, and so indefatigably as- 


siduous was he in his studies. His most intimaſg com- 
panions while at Mr. Rowe's academy were his Oo. 


students, Mr. Horte, afterwards a. of 'Tuam, + 


and Mr. e the 5 | 


Mr. Watts became a Postärel essayist at the age of 
fifteen, and this art he cultivated, though rather as an 


amusement, or a relaxation from more severe studies, 


than as a matter of serious business, till he arrived at 
fifty. For a considerable time before the expiration of 
his minority, he appears to have frequently directed his 
attention to Latin poetry, though not with a view of ac- 
quiring the reputation either of great learning or extra- 
ordinary talents, but chiefly to obtain a more perfect 
knowledge of the language. The strength of his mind, 


and his singular industry, are sufficiently manifest in 


these productions, which though probably the effect of 
no inconsiderable labour, are not to be placed in com. 
petition with many of his other pieces; yet there is 80 
much propriety both in the sentiments and language, and 


Severity of critical examination. 
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In the year 1693, Mr. Watts joined in communion 
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7 tor. Having — through a reglilar course of educa- 

; « tion at Mr. Rowe s academy, about his twentieth year, 10 
. he returned to his father's house at Southampton, where 
due was received with the: utmost tenderness of parental - _ 
| * affection, every opportunity being afforded him for fur · 5 

tier qualifying himself to assume that important station, 
10 Which, i in process of time, he hs 1h one of the most 


wee ornaments. . 
JJ So il dep yen OT #1 
. E $4 . * f % Oy $4 k | 
5 meine Si two years NR his father, dats 


employed in ardent study, and in the devotional exer- 

eises of a truly pious Christian, he accepted an invitation 
from Sir John Hartopp to reside in that gentleman's fa- 
mily in quality of tutor to his son. In this situation he 


remained upwards of four years, during which period he 
peculiatly devoted his mind to theological and Scriptu- 
Kal studies. His. exemplary. piety, the simplicity ank 
eas iness of his manners, his extensive knowledge, and 
FParious other great and agreeable qualities, established 
3 the foundation of that reciprocal and lasting friendship 


hich gubsls tec e this exrghient. Pet: 18 his 
| Range pupil. 5 
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 Qnthegrd of July, 2698, the 2 on dich Mr. Watts | 

_ attained his, twenty-fourth year, he preached bis proba- 

; tionary Sermon at the Chapel in Berry-street, London, 

& to a very numerous congregation, ho united. in acknow- 

{  _-  Jedging, that, whether considered in a theological, a 

1 moral, or a Philosophical point of view, the discourse 

1 of the you 1th ful candidate for being adinitted a labourer 
in the vine yard of his blessed Saviour Jesus Christ, woulc 


4 * Hay e reflected the W honour. upon adivine who had” 
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Chosen to that employment. 0 
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5 Gen grey ur che fatigues of study and the exercise of 


the pastoral functions. In the same year he was chosen 
assistant to Doctor Isaac Chauncy; but though his pub- 
lic labours procured him universal veneration, they were 
in a short time interrupted by a dangerous indisposition, 
which continued toy the space of five months, and was 


supposed to have been occasioned by too rigid an atten · 


tion to his studies, and the unremitting activity and fer- 
vent zeal with which he availed himself gf every oppot- 


tunity of proclaiming, the gospel of Christ, notwithstand- 


ing the natural weakness of his constitution seemed but 


little adapted to such severe and constant exertions. 
But upon the re- establishment of his health, his pious 
endeavours for the salvation of the souls .& his felow- 


creatures suffered no abatement. 


r 


Mr. Watts was, in e 1701, eppolatad to succeed 
Doctor Chauncy; and on the 18th of March was so- 


Jemaly ordained to the pastoral office; but presently af- 


ter this promotion, he was attacked by a very painful 


and threatening illness; from which he recovered by 


very slow, and, for a long time, by almost imperceptihle 
degrees; and indeed for several years after this O. 


bis health remained in a very precarious state. In the 


interim, however, that his congregation in particular, 
and mankind in general, might not be deprived of S0 in- 
valuable a member of society, and so exemplary a minis- 
ter of the gospel of Christ, by too strict an attention to 
the discharge of th& duties of his holy office, it was 
deemed expedient that he should be relieved from too 
iatense application by a regular and stated assistant; 
and accordingly Mr, Samuel Price was, in June Nr 
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E: was not relieved till the cruel disease had so shatter- 
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"Bang" now afforded an oppo rtunity of allowing his 
mind some relaxtion from the fatigues of his pastoral of. 
.._ fice, his health was gradually restored ; and he again 
returaed to a diligent acquittal of his holy ministration, 
to which task, arduous as it was, he added that of estab- 
_ lishing a society of the younger members of his church, 
for the purposes of prayer and religious conference: and 
to thesè pupils he from time to time delivered the sub- 
Stance of thezghook which he afterwards published under 
the title ofa GUIDE TO PRAYER. . 


17 


Ovr Divine continued i in the paler attendance upon 
his public duty till the year 1712, when in the month of 
September he was seized with a violent fever, from which 


ed his nerves and enfeebled his constitution, that though 
he recovered the full powers and vigour of his mind, it 
seemed not in the least probable that his existence upon 
earth would be prolonged through half the number of 
years which he afterwards enjoyed. During this illness 
fervent prayers to the throne of God were frequently 
put forth in his own church, and also in many others, 
for the preservation of so valuable a life; and the ardour 
of devotion which was manifested on these occasions, 
afforded a very remarkable proof of the high veneration 
and esteem in which he was held by all ranks of pious 
Cbristians, and Jy, by his brethren on the 


Soon after being attacked by this illness, at his ear- 
nest intreaty, his assistant, Mr. Price, was appointed a 
pastor of the church ny with him. We these 


oth. 5 
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ho Sin of the Christian cht there suhststed a 
friendship disinterested and cordially pious, till the, death 
of Doctor; Watts, who begueathed a legaey's to „bis 
faithſul friend and companion in the ministry, as only a 
small testimony of his great affection for him, on ac- 
count of his services ; of have during the many harmonious 
N their 8 in the work of the gospel. p56} 


The. traces of his last indispogition werggtho billet 
for the ease of his numerous friends, who severely regret- 
ted the very precarious and alarming state to which his 

constitution had been reduced; and among. the most | 
| distinguished of these was the late Sir Thomas Abneys 
*4 who, with an ardency of persuasion which the Sincerity 

5 and warmth of Mr. Watt's friendship for his generous 


a supplicant, and a 'thbrough conviction of his exemplary 


piety and numberless public and private virtues, disqua-; 
lified him for resisting, invited our divine to establish hp 
residence at his scat, at Stoke Newington. 


While ol remained in the family of Sir Thomas Abney, 

* the potions of patronage and dependence were over- 
« powered by the perception of reciprocal benefits. 
About eight years after his removal to the house of Sir 

Thomas at Stoke Newington, that gentleman died; and 
since a more pious and orthodox Christian, or a man of 

more exemplary virtue either in public or in private life 


has been scarcely known, it will easily be believed that 


his death was sincerely lamented. After the decease of 
his generous and truly respectable friend, he continued 
to reide in the family of Lady Abney till his deut h. in. 
eluding in the whole a period of thirty-six years, during 
which, both by that lady and her truly excellent daugh. 
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Ta ter, the 1 Mrs. Elizabeth Abney, 4 was treated 
With the same uniformity of friendship which he had ex- 
perienced during the life of Sir Thomas. During his 


residence in this happy family, which, as Doctor Gibbons 


Justly observes, * for piety, order, harmony, and every 
virtue, was an house of God,” his days ran on in an 


even tenor, diversified only by a 3 of literary 
productions. 0 
Without ene or even a hint that the compli- 
ment would be acceptable, in the year 1728, the univer 


_ $ities of Edinburgh and Aberdeen transmitted him a dip- 
loma, whereby Mr. Watts was constituted a doctor of 

. * divinity; and in this grant it must be allowed there was 
singular propriety, for he had long rendered himself wor- 


thy of the distinction, not only by his diligence and suc- 


Cess as a Christian minister, but also by his numerous 
WMeological, philosophical, and metaphysical writings, 
and by being the man who had unquestionably contri- 


buted more than any other to convince the Dissenters, 
who had been ever remarkable for an affected contempt 
of the beauties of language, and a studied inelegancy of 


_  expression, that the great truths of the Christian gospel 


would become doubly attractive when es 1 in the 
| facinating Powers of a polished diction. 


1 


"File 


0 In stature Doctor Watts was but little above five feet. 


Though his figure seemed not calculated to command 


. jects, as well as in the pulpit, there was a dignified so- 
_  lemnity in his whole deportment and manner of utter- 


ance that afforded a kind of itte e energy to what 
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ever came from his lips. Gesticulation in the pulpit he 
rejected both as unnecessary and as little corresponding 
with the gravity and importance of divine topics: but 
155 in familiar conversation he was not so observant of a 
severity of manners; his fancy was excursive, and his 
wit was brilliant! and he sometimes exercised those 
faculties with freedom, though he ever restrained himself 
within the bounds of strict decorum, seldom dismissing 


a subject without deducing from it some excellent lesson 
of religion or morality. | TEM 


| While in the family of Sir Thomas Abney and his 
Lady, he constantly devoted one-fifth of his income 
to charitable uses; and he frequently visited the poor 


in sickness, and cheered their Gy hearts with 
spiritual comfort. 


Since his writings have been criticised by that eminent 
Judge of literary merit Doctor Samuel Johnson, it would 
perhaps be deemed a sort of presumption in the writer 
of this narrative, were he to obtrude upon the reader 
his own opinion as to the degree of approbation that is 
due to the voluminous works of Doctor Isaac Watts: 
and therefore he will introduce an extract which though 

concise, he trusts will prove satisfactory. 


„ 


Few men have left behind such purity of character 

| . or such monuments of laborious piety. He has pro- 
* yided instruction for all ages, from those who are 
lisping their first lessons, to the enlightened readers of 
Malbranch and Locke; he has left neither corporeal 
nor spiritual nature unexamined; he has taught the 
* art ot reasoning, and the science of the stars. 
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8 Se e n must be formed: hk the. 

©  * multiplicity and diversity of his attainments rather 

oþ than from a any single performance; for it would'not be - 

2 5 6 3 e gafe to claim for him the highest rank in auy single 

e denomination of literary dignity ; yet perhaps there is 

© WS by nothing in which he would not have excelled, if he had 
„ * N 6 Maca [HAD 
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<4 TAY, a 588 bad ts Pen only A poet, he would | 


"6 probably. have stood high among the authors with 


© 4 whom he is no associated. For | his judgments were 55 
18 exact, and be noted beauties and faults with a nice 
8  discernments, his imagination, as the Dacian 'Battle 


"4 proves, was yigoraus and active, and the stores of 
knowledge were large by which his imagination was 
supplied. His ear was well-tuned, and his diction 
- SHO OR. Ta ay | 
For . two and. three years before his OY 
the activity and sprightliness 4 of his mind suffered a 
+» pF 1 abatement : but in no other respeet did his fa- 
7 8 Fulties seem impaired: Death had no terrors for a man 
— whose life had been uniformly employed. in Preparing 1 
8 himself for the awful change which was to give him 
possession of those glorious rewards which he now en- 


Jex through . mediation of his blessed ee. F; 
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BEAUTIES 


Dr. WATTS. 


THE INVISIBLE NATURE OF GOD. 


V y E are the work of some more powerful and 
superior hand; but how we came first into being, 
we know not: the manner of our original existence 
is hid from us in darkness: we are neither con- 
scious of our creation, nor of the Power which 
created us. He made us, but be hid himself from 
our eyes and ears, and all the searches of sense. 
He bas sent us to dwell in this visible world, 
amidst an endless variety of images, figures, and - 
colours, which force themselves upon our senses; 
but he for ever disclaims all image, colour, and 
figure bimself. He hath set us, who are inferibr 
Spirits, this task, in these regions of mortal flesh, 

to search and feel after him, if haply we may find 
the supreme, the infinite, and eternal Spirit, Ve 
| TY -, | 


rr | 
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are near a-kin to him, even his own offspring ; 
but we see not our Father's ſace; nor can all the 


powers of our nature come at the knowledge of 
hun that made us, but by the labours and inferen- 


ces of our reason. We toil and work backward 


to find our Creator : from our present existence, 
we trace out his eternity; and through the chain 


of a thousand visible effects, we search out the 


First, the Invisible, and Almigbty Cauge. 


When we fancy we perceive something of him, 
it is at a distance, and in a dusky twilight. We 
espy some faint beams, some glimmerings of his 
glory breaking through the works of his hands ; 
but he himself stands behind the veil, and does 
not shew himself in open light to the sons and 
daughters of mortality. Happy creatures, if we 
could make our way so near him, as to behold the 
lovely and adorable beauties of his nature; if we 


could place our souls so directly under his kindest | 


_ influences, as to feel ourselves to adore him in the 

most profound humility, and love him with the 

most sublime affection. | 
Miscel. Thoughts, p- 2. 


—— — ———— ¶ a 
wolArhv. 
IT has been an old temptation to mankind, 


almost ever since human nature was made, that 
we desire to find out something just like God. 
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Hence arose a great part of the idolatry of ancient 
ages, and of almost all the Heathen world. The 
Christian world, indeed has much clearer light, 
and 1 of the invisible nature of 
God; and yet how has the Romish church fallen 
into gross idolatry in this respect, and with pro- 
fane attempt they have painted all the Blessed 
Trinity“ Wohatsoever pretence they may derive 
from the: human nature of the Son of God, or 
from the dove-like appearance of the Holy Spirit, 
to draw the figure of a dove or a man, as a me- 
morial of those sacred condescensions ; yet J know 
no sufficient warrant they can have to fly in the 
very face of Divine Prohibition, and to paint and 
carve the figure of God the-F ather like an old 
man, when he never appeared among men in any 
bodily form; and our Lord Jesus himself says of 


him, “ Ye have neither heard his voice at any 
time, nor seen his shape.“ ohn v. 37. 


Miscel. Thoughts, p. 7. 


THE STUDY OF MANKIND. 


AMON & all the useful and entertaining studies 
of philosophy, there is none so worthy of man as 
the science of human nature. There is none that 
furnishes us with more wonders of Divine Wisdom, 
or gives higher occasion to adore Divine Goodneſs, 


MMiscel. Thoughts, p. 19. 


— — — 
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ENQUIRY INTO THE SPIRITUAL AND AN IMAL 
9 EXISTENCE OF MAN. 


Now L stand, now I lie down; I rise again 
and walk; I eat, I drink, and sleep; my pulse 
beats, and I draw the breath of life : surely I have 


the parts and powers of an animal; I am a living 
body of flesh and blood, a wonderful engine, 


with many varieties of motion. But let me con- 
sider, also, what other actions I perform. 


I think; I meditate, and conttive; 1 compare 


things, and judge of them; now I doubt, and 


then I believe; I will what I act, and sometimes 
I wish what I cannot act: I desire and hope for 
what 1 have not, as well as am conscious of what 


I have, and rejoice in it: I look backward, and 


survey ages past, and I look forward into what is 


to come. Surely I must be a Spirit, a thinking 
Power, a Soul, something very distinct from this 


machine of matter, with all its shape and motions. 


Mere matter, put into all possible motion, can 


never think, reason, and contrive; can never hope 


and wish as I do, and survey distant times, the 
past and future. What am I then? What strange 
kind of Being is this, which is conscious of all 
these different agencies, both of Matter and Spirit? 
What sort of thing can I be, who seem to think 


and reason in my head, and feel and am con- 


scious of pain and ease, not at my heart on! . 


i oo... oo, A oe ans 


, 
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but at my toes and fingers too? I conclude, then, 


I can be nothing else but a Compound Creature, 


made up of these two distinct beings, Spirit and 


Malter; or, as we usually express it, Soul and 
2 | $4 

It is very plain also to me, upon a small en- 
quiry, that this body and this soul did not make 
themselves, nor one another, I had na more hand 
in the union of these two principles, or in the 
composition of myself, than 1 had in the making 
of those two distinct beings of which I am com- 


pounded. It was Gop only, that great Go Who 


created both parts of me, the Animal and the Mind, 
who also joined them together in so strange an 
union. And if I were to enter into the mysteries 
of this union, it would open a wide and various 
scene of amazement at his unsearchable wisdom ! 


Miscel. e b. 19. 


THE PRAISE OF GOD. 
WIA“ is praise ? > Itis a part of that divine 


worship which we owe to the Power that made us: 


it is an acknowledgment of the perfections of God, 


ascribing all excellencies to him, and confessing all 
the works of nature and grace to proceed from 955 | 
Now, when we apply ourselves to this work, and 


dress up our notions of a God in magnificence of 


B 3 
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language, —when we furnish them out with shining 


figures , and pronounce them with sounding words, 


we fancy ourselves to say great things, and ate 
even charmed with our own forms of praise: but, 


alas! the highest and best of them, set in a true 


light, are but the feeble voice of a creature, gpread- 


Ing before the Almighty Being that made him, 
some of his own low and little ideas, and telling 
bim what he thinks of the Great God, and what 


God bas done. When the holy Psalmist would 


express his honourable thoughts of his Maker, 


they amount only to this, Thou art good, and 


- © thou doest good.. Psal. cxix. How i incon- - 


siderable an offering is this for a God! and yet 80 
condescending is his love, that he looks down, 


and i 18 well e to receive it. 


 Miscel, Thoughts, p. 28. 


* 


SPRING. 


| - WHAT astonishing variety of artifices, what 
innumerable. millions of exquisite works, is the 


God of nature engaged i in every moment! How 


gloriously are his all-pervading wisdom and power 
employed in this useful season of the year, this 
Spring of Nature What infinite myriads of ve- 
getable beings 1 is he forming this very moment, in 
. their roots and branches, in their leaves and blog- 

soms, their seeds and fruit ! Some, indeed, begun 


| 
| 
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to discover their bloom amidst the snows of Janu- 
ary, or under the rough. cold blasts of March: 
those flowers are withered and vanished in April, 

and their seeds are now ripening to perfection. 
Others are shewing themselves this day in all their 
blooming pride and beauty; and while they adorn 
the gardens and meadows with gay and glowing 
colours, they promise their fruits in the day of 
harvest. The whole nation of vegetables is under 


the Divine care and culture; his hand forms them 
| day and night with admirable skill and unceasing 


operation, according to the natures he first gave 
them, and produces their buds and foilage, their 
flowery blossoms, and rich fruits, in their appointed 
months. Their progress in life is exceeding swift 
at this season of the year; and their successive 
appearances, and sweet changes of raiment, are 
visible almost hourly. | 


_* 


But these creatures are of lower life, and give 

but feebler displays of the Maker's wisdom. Let 
us raise our contemplations another story, and sur- 

vey a nobler theatre of Divine wonders. What 9 

endless armies of animals is the hand of God 
moulding and figuring this very moment, b 
out his brutal dominions ! What immense flights 
of little birds are now fermenting in the egg, 
heaving and growing towards shape and life! 
What vast flocks of four-footed creatures, what 
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droves of large cattle, are now framed in their 
early embrios, imprisoned in the dark cells of 
nature! And others, perhaps, are moving towards 
| liberty, and just preparing to see the light. What 
- unknown myriads of insects, in their various cra- 
dles and-nesting-places, are now working toward 
vitality and motion ! And thousands of them with 


their painted wings just beginning to unfurl, and 
expand themselves into fluttering and day-light ; 
while other families of them have forsaken their 
husky beds, and exult and glitter in the warm 


zun- beams! [ 


An exquisite world of wonders is . 
even in the body of every little insect, an ant, a 
gnat, a mite, that is scarce visible to the naked 
eye. Admirable engines! which a whole academy 
of philosophers could never contrive ; ; which the 
nation of poets hath neither art nor colours to 
describe; nor has a world of mechanics skill enough 
to frame the plainest or coarsest of them. Their 


nerves, their muscles, and the minute atoms which 


compose the fluids fit to run in the little channels 
of their yeins, escape the notice of the most saga- 
— cious raathematician, with all his aid of glasses. 
The active powers and curiosity of human nature 
are limited in their pursuit, and must be content 
to lie down in ignorance. 


It is a sublime and constant triumph over all the 


* . 
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intellectual powers of man, which the great God 
maintains every. moment in these inimitable works 
of nature, in these impenetrable recesses and mys- 


teries of Divine art! The flags and banners of 


Almighty wisdom are now displayed route half 
the globe, and the other half waits the return of 


the aun to spread the same triumph over the South- 


ern world. The very sun in the firmament is God's 


prime minister in this wonderous world of Beings, 


and he works with govereign vigour on the surface 


There is not a plant, nor a leaf, nor one little 
branching thread, above or beneath the ground, 


of the earth, and spreads his influences deep under 
the clods to every root and fibre, moulding them 
into their proper forms, by Divine direction. 


that escapes the eye or influence of this benevalent | 


star: an illustrious emblem of the Omuipotence | 


and universal activity of the Creator, 


- Miscel. Thoughts, p. 31. 
— — — | 


DIRECTIONS CONCERNING OUR IDEAS. 


FURNISH” yourselves with a rich variety of 


ideas; acquaint yourselves with things ancient 
and modern; things natural, civil, and religious: 


things domestic and national; things of your na- 
tive land, and of foreign countries; things pre- 

sent, past, and future; and, above all, be well ac- 
quainted with God and ꝓourselves; learn animal 


- . 1 
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nature, and the workings of your own $pirits.— 
Such a general acquaintance with things will be 


of very great advantage, 

| Logic, p. Jt. 

me 2 
— — LL 


SUPERFICIAL OBSERVERS. 


THERE are some persons that never arrive at. 


any deep, solid, or valuable knowledge, in any 
science, or any business of life, because they are 
perpetually fluttering over the surface of things, 

in a curious or wandering search of infinite va- 


riety ; ever hearing, reading, or asking after some- 


thing new, but impatient of any labour to lay up 
and preserve the ideas they have gained; their 
souls may be compared to a looking- glass, that 


wheresoever you turn it, it receives the f images of 
all objects, but retains none. 


Logic, p. 73. 
: READING. | 
IF the books which you read are your own, 
mark with a pen, or pencil, the most considerable 
things in them which you desire to remember,— 


Thus you may read that book the second time 
over with half the trouble, by your eye running 


over the paragraphs which your pencil has noted. 


It is but a very weak objection against this prac- 


4 
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tice, to say, 1 Shall Spoil my book ; for I persuade 
myself, that you did not buy it as bookseller, to 
sell it again for gain, but as a scholar, to improve 
your mind by it; and if the mind be improved, 
your advantage is abundant, though your book 
yields less money to your executors. This advice 
of writing, marking, and reyiewing your remarks, 
refers chiefly to those occasional-notions you meet 
with either in reading or in conversation: but 
when you ate directly or professedly pursuing any 
subject of knowledge in a good system, in your 
younger years, the system itself is your common- 
place book, and must be entirely reviewed. The 
same may be said concerning any treatise which 


closely, suceinctly, and accurately handles any 
particular theme. 


J 
* 
5 
: 
4 
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Logic, p. 15. 


PA” IP REP NOR LES” 


THE BOUNTY OF THE CREATOR. 


WHAT is more necessary for the support of 
life, than food ? Behold, the earth is covered with | 
it all around ; grass, herbs, and fruits, for beasts. 
and men, were ordained to overspread all the sur- 
face of the ground, so that an animal could scarce 
wander any where, but his food was near him. 

Amazing provision for such an immense family !— 
= What are the sweetest colours in nature, the most 
$ delightful to the eye, and the most tefreshing too? 


| Surely the green and blue claim the pre-emineucee. 


; might not impair the spirits, and make the sense 
r „ 


'* WHEN God the-new-made world survey d, 


1 * Colour that . and please the eye, * 


— — — —— 
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Common experience, as well as philosophy, tells 
us, that bodies of green and blug colours send us 


such tays of light to our eyes, as are least hurtful 
8 & 


or offensive; we can endure them longest; where- 
as the red and yellow, or orange colour, send 
more uneasy rays in abundance, and give greater 
confusion and pain to the eye; they dazzle it 
sooner, and tire it quickly with a little intent 
gazing ; therefore the Divine Goodness dressed all 


the heavens in blue, and the earth in green. Our 


habitation is over-hung with a canopy of most 


125 beautiful azure, and a rich verdant pavement is 


spread under our feet, that the eye way be pleased 
and easy wheresoe ver it turns itself, and that the 
most universal objects it has to converse with, 


% 
= 


1. 


His word pronounc'd the building good ; 
Sun: beams and light the heavens array d, 
And the whole earth was crown'd with food. 


: 


1 3 


His pencil spread all nature round ; 
8 . ith pleasing blue he arch'd the sky, 
. And a green carpet dress d the ground. 
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| II. 
Let envious atheists ne er complain 
That nature wants, or skill, or care; 


But turn their eyes all round in vain, 
F avoid their Maker's goodness there. 


Miscel. Thoughts, p. 36. 


. 


. WONDER. 
. WHENwe perceive any object that is rare and 
uncommon, that is, new and strange, either for its 
kinds, or for its qualities ; or when we meet with 
auch an occurrence or event as is unusual or un- 
expected; or such as is, at least, unusual at such 
a particular time and place; we are struck with ad- 
miration or wonder: and that without any con- 
sideration whether the object be valuable or worth- 
less, whether it be good or evil. We wonder at a 
very great or a very little man, a dwarf or a giant; 
at a very little horse, at a huge snake or toad, at 
an elephant, or a whale, or a comet, or at any 
rare performances of att, as moving machines, 
such as clocks, watches, with a variety of uncom- 
mon motions and operations: we wonder at a piece 


of extraordinary wit, skill, or learning; even at 


artificial trifles, as a flea kept alive in a chain ; at 
any uncommon appearances in nature discovered 
by a telescope, a-microscope, &c. Admiration 


C 
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has no regard to the agreeableness or disagreeable- 
ness of the object, but only to the rarity of it.— 
And for this reason wonder seems to be the first of 
the passions. p 


Doctrine of the Pattiche, p- 17. 


Le⅛t it be obgerred, that this passion has properly | 


no opposite; because, if the object be not rare or 
new, or if the appearance be not sudden or unex- 
_ pected, but a mere common or familiar thing, or 
an vnexpected occurrence, we receive it with great 
calmness, and feel no such commotion of nature 
about it: we treat it with neglect, instead of won- 
der. Now neglect is no passion. The rest of the 
passions, at least the most of them, go in pairs. 


Doctrine of the Passions, p. 18. 


wo — — — 


BENE VOLENCE AND COMPLACENCE. 


 BENEVOLENCE is sometimes laid out upon 


an object that has no such present good in it as we 
can desite or delight in, but only some foundation 


of future good, or some capacity to be made good 


or agreeable. A pious man can never love wicked 
men with the love of complacency or delight; 


but he may exercise the love of benevolence to- 


. wards them, to pity them, and to wish their reco- 
very. So our Saviour could not love the bloody 


clty of Jerusalem with complacency, because it 
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killed the prophets, and blasphemed God and his 
Son ; but he loved it with benerolence, and wept 
over it some tears of compassion. 


1 


Doctrine of the Passions, p. 32. 
> ated. btn fever he. ddathcatract 


PASSIONS INFLUENCED BY DIFFERENT SITUA- 
. TIONS IN LIFE. 


DIFFERENT em oloyments , and different con- 
ditions of life, beget in us a tendency to our dif- 
ferent passions. Those who are exalted above 
others in their daily stations, and especially if they 
have to do with many persons under them, and in 
| many affairs, are too often tempted to the haughty, 
S the morose, the surly, and the more unfriendly 
ruffles and disturbances of nature, unless they watch 
against them with daily care. The commanders 
in armies and navies, the governors of work-houses, 
the masters of public schools, or those who have a 
great number of servants under them, and a mul- 
titude of cares and concerns in human life, should 
continually set a guard upon themselves, lest they 
get a habit of affected superiority, pride, and va- 


nity of mind, of fretfulness, impatience, and cri- 
mainal anger. 


Doctrine of the Passions, p. 71. 
„ | 
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IO SUBDUE PRIDE. 
CONSIDER what you shall be. Your flesh 


returns to corruption and common earth again; 
nor shall your dust be distinguished from the mean- 
est beggar or slave ; no, nor from the dust of 
brutes and insects, or the most contemptible of 
creatures. And as for your soul, that must stand 


| before God, in the world of spirits, on a level 


with the rest of mankind, and divested of all your 
haughty and flattering circumstances. None of 
your vain distinctions in this life shall attend you 


to the judgment-seat. Keep this tribunal in view, 


and pride will wither, and hang down its head. 
Doctrine of the Passions. p. 99. 


— ee et efcats inf 


GRACE AT MEALS. 


THE conversation turned upon the subject of 
saying grace before and after meat. When several 


of the company had given their thoughts, Serenus 


acknowledged it was not necessary to offer a ſo- 
lemn and particular petition to Heaven on the 
occasion of every. bit of bread that we tasted, or 
when we drink a glass of wine with a friend ; nor 
was it expected we should make a social prayer 


when persons, each for themselves, took a slight 


repast in a running manner ; either the genera 


Ss 
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morning devotion is supposed sufficient to recom- 
mend such transient actions and occurrences to the 
Divine blessing, or a sudden secret wish, sent up 
to heaven in silence, might answer such a purpose 
in the Christian life: but wh#n a whole family sits 
down together to make a regular and stated meal, 
it was his opinion, that the Great God should be 
solemnly acknowledged as the giver of all the 
good things we enjoy; and the practice of our 


Saviour, and St. Paul, had set us an illustrious 
example. ; 


Miscel. Thoughts, p. 68. 


THE CHURCH-YARD. 


WHAT a multitude of beings, noble crea» 
tures, are here reduced to dust! God has broken 
his own best workmanship to pieces, and demo- 
lisbed by thousands the finest earthly structures of 
his own building. Death has entered in, and 
reigned over this town for many successive cen- 
turies; it had its commission from God, and. it 
has deyoured multitudes of men- 


Miscel. Thoughts, p. 107. 


Go to the church- yard, then, O sinful and 
thoughtless mortal; go learn from every tomb- 
stone, and every rising hillock, that“ The wages 

C'3 
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2 of sin is death.” Learn in silence, among the 
dead, that lesson which infinitely concerns all 
| mme living; nor let thy heart be ever at rest, till 
thou art acquainted with Ixsus, who 1s the resur- 
rection and the life. * | 


1 i Ae Miscel. Thoughts, Pp. 108. 


* 


——— 


= -. A A THOUGHT ON DEATH. 


| DEATH, to a good man, is but passing 

chrough. a dark entry, out of one little dusky 

| room of his father's house, into another that is 

fair and large, lightsome and glorious, and di- 

vinely entertaining. O, may the rays and splen- 

dors of my heavenly apartment shoot far down- f 

ward, and gild the dark entry with such a chearfuol | 

N gleam, as to banish every fear when I shall be called 
to Pom through! F | | +4 

; Shag Mixeel. Thonghts p. 120. 
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* HUMAN EXCELLENCIES AND DEFECTS. 4 et 
"?PHERE is nothing on, earth excellent on all ® 
* there must be something wanting in the 
best of creatures, to shew how far they are from 
perfection. God has wisel y ordained it, that ex- 
cellencies and defects should be mingled amongst 
men; advantages and disadvantages are thrown 
anto the balance; the one is set over-againet the 
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other, that no man might be supremely exalted, 
and none utterly contemptible. 


Miscel. Thoughts, p. 147. 
| | ee, ee kee 
| SELF-LOVE. 
YOUTH is wild and licentious. In those 


years, we persuade ourselves that we are only 


making a just use of liberty. In that scene of 
folly we are light and vain, and set no bounds to 
the frolic humour ; yet we fancy it is merely an 
innocent gaiety of heart, which belongs to the 


d prings of nature, and the blooming hours of life, 


In the age of manhood, a rugged or a haughty 


temper, is angry or quarrelsome ; the fretfal and 


the peevish in elder years, if not before, are ever 


kindling into-passion and resentment ; but they 


all agree to pronounce their furious or fretful 
conduct a mere necessary reproof of the indignities 
which were offered them by the world. Self- love 


is fruitful of fine names for its own iniquities.— 


Others are sordid and covetous to a shameful de- 
gree, uncompassionate and cruel to the miserable; 
and yet they take this vile practice to be only a 
Just exercise of frugality, and a dutiful care of their 
own housbold. Thus, every vice that belongs to 
us, is construed into a virtue; and, if there are 
any shadows or appearances, of virtue upon us, 
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these poor appearances and shadows are magnified . 
and realized into the divine qualities of an angel. 
We, who pass these just censures on the follies 


of our acquaintance, perhaps approve the very 
same thing in ourselves, by the influence of the 


same native principle of flattery and self- fondness. 


Miscel, Thoughts, p. 157. 
TRUST IN THE SON OF GOD. 


THEY that have trusted in the Son of God, 
begin to find peace in their own consciences; they 
can hope God is reconciled to them through the 
blood of Christ, that their iniquities are atoned 
for, and that peace is made betwixt God and them. 
This belongs only to the doctrine of Christ, and 
witnesses it to be divine; for there js no religion 
that ever pretended to lay such a foundation of 
pardon and peace, as the religion of the Son of 
God does; for he has made himself a propitiation ; | 
Jesus the Righteous is become our reconciler, by 
becoming a sacrifice : Rom, iii. 25. ** Him that 
God set forth for a propitiation, through faith 
©« in his blood, to declare his righteousness for 
« the remission of sins that are past; that he 
might be just, and the justifier of him that be- 
* lieves in Jesus: Therefore, being justified by 
16 faith, we have peace with God: Rom. v. 1 
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= *© Behold the Lamb of God, that takes away the 
| 5 e sins of the world!“ was the language of John, 
who was but the forerunner of our religion, and 
W took a prospect of it at a little distance; and much 
more of the particular glories and blessings of this 
atonement ĩs displayed by the blessed Apostles, the 
followers of the Lamb. Other religions, that have 
been drawn from the remains of the light of nature, 
or that have been invented by the superstitious 
fears and fancies of men, and obtruded on man- 
kind by the craft of their fellow-creatures, are at 

a loss Ih this instance, and cannot speak solid 


peace and pardon. 15 | 
. = mens, vol. 1. p. 11. 
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\ "PO PEERLESS 


CONTEMPT OF THE TRIFLES OF THIS WORLD. 
IF we look upward to Heaven, we shall behold 

there all the inhabitants looking down with a sa- 

Ff cred contempt upon the trifles, amusements, bu- 

; sinesses and cares of this present life, that engross 

p our affections, awaken our desires, fill our hearts 

t 

L 

. 

) 


% 


with pleasure or pain, and our flesh with constant 

labour. With what holy scorn do you think those 

souls, who are dismiss ed from flesh, look down 
apon the hurries and bustles of the present state in 

WH which we are engaged? They dwell in the full 
$ = 5ight of those glories which they hoped for here on 
» WW <earth, and their intimate acquaintance with the 


— x p - 
- 
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pleasures of that upper world, and the divine sen- 
sations that are raised in them there, make them 


contemn all the pleasures of this state, and every 


thing below Heaven. This is a part ofeternal life ; 
this belongs, in some degree, to every believer : for 
he is not a believer that is not got above this world 
in a good measure; he is not a Chtistian, who is 


not weaned, in some degree, from this world: 


« For this is our victory, whereby we overcome 
«© the world, even our, faith. ” 1 Fohn, v. 4. He 
e that is born of God, overcomes the world; he 
that believes in Jesus, is born of God.“ Whenee 
the argument is plair, be that believes in Jesus, 


the Son of God, overcomes this present world. 


And where Christianity is raised to a good degree 


of life and power in the soul, where we see the 
Christian got near to Heaven; he is, as it were, 
a fellow for angels, a fit companion for the Spi- 


« rits of the Just made perfect.. The affairs of 
this life are beneath his be3t desires and his hopes; 
he engages his hand in them so far as God his 
Father appoints his duty ; but he longs for the up- 


per world, where his hopes are gone before: 


« When sball I be entirely dismissed from this 
& labour and toil? The gaudy pleisutes this 
© world entertains me with, are no entertainments 
* to me; I am weaned from them, I am born 


* for above. This is the language of that fai th 


THE BEAUTIES OF DR. WATTS. 25 


that overcomes the-world ; and faith, where it is 
wrought in truth in the soul, bath, in some mea- 


9 sure, this effect; and where it shines in its bright- 


ness, it hath, in a great degtee, this sublime 
grace accompanying it; or rather, (shall I say?) 
this piece of heavenly glory. Pain and sickness, 
poverty and reproach, sorrow and death itself, 
have been contemned by those that have believed 
in Christ Jesus, with much more honour to Chris- 
tianity than ever was brought to other religions. 


Sermons, v. 1. p. 24. 


INIMTTABLE PERFECTION OF THE GOSPEL. 


THE gospel of Christ is like a seal or signet, 
of such divine graving, that no created power can 
counterfeit it; and when the spirit of God has 
Stamped this gospel on the soul, there are 80 
many. holy and happy lines drawn or impressed 
thereby, so many sacred signatures and divine 
features stamped on the mind, that give certain 
evidence both of a heavenly Signet and a heaven] y 
Operator. | 


DErmons, v. 1. p. 39. 


oz 
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PROSPECT OF DRA. 


„HOW should we rejoice in hope of that hour 
« that shall release us from the sinful flesh; and 
00 when we shall serve God in spirit without a clog, 
00 without a tempter!” O, with what a relish of 
sacted pleasure Should a saint read those words in 
2 LY; v. 8. Absent from the body, and pre- 
*« Sent with the Lord? Absent from this traitor, 
this vexing enemy, that we constantly carry about 
with us! Absent from the clog and chain of this 
_ cinful flesh, the prison wherein we are kept in 
constant darkness, -and are confined from God ! 
Absent from these eyes, that have drawn our souls 
afar from God by various temptations! And ab- 
sent from these ears, by which we have been al- 
lured to transgression and defiling iniquities !— 
Absent from these lusts and passions, from that 
fear and that hope, that pleasure and that pain, 
that love, that desire, and anger, which are all 
| carnal, and seated in the fleshy nature, and be- 
| | come the spring and occasion of so much sin and 
| 
| 


mischief to our souls in this state. Absent 

* from: the body, and present with the Lord.” 

| Methinks there is a heaven contained in the first 

part of these words, ** Absent from the body; 

| | and a double happiness in the last, Present with 

Te Lon: present with him who bath saved 
| 
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our spirits through all the days of our Christian 


ir conflict, and hath given us the final victory: pre- 
d sent with that God, who shall eternally influence 
* us to all holiness, who shall for ever shine upon 
f us with his own beams, and make us conformable 
n to his own holy image; present with that Lord 
and Saviour, from whom it ſhall not be in the 
,, | power of all creatures to divert or draw us aside. 
t | * Sermons, vol 1. P. go. 
s | 

% ” a> AA lt — — 7 
x 1 | SUBSTANCE OF NATURAL RELIGION. + 
s WW _DOUBTLESS man muſt know and believe, in 
= WW the first place, that there is a God, and that this 
God is but One; for God is too jealous of his ho- 
— © nour and dignity, and too much concerned in 
t WH this important point, to lavish out happiness, and 
, his heavenly favours, on any person who makes 
I! cotber gods to become his rivals; or who exalts a 
creature, or a mere chimera, into the throne of 
5 Coad. He muſt believe, also, that God is a Be- 
it ing of perfect Wisdom, Power, and Goodness, 
» WH and that he is the righteous Governor of the 
st World. | 


Man must also know, that he himself is a crea- 
if ture of God, furnished with a faculty of under- 
” e 


1 
1 
} 
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standing to perceive the general difference between 


good and evil, in the most important instances of 


it; and endowed with a will, which is a power to 


chuse or to refuse the evil or the good; that he is 


obliged to exert these powers or faculties ina 


Tight manner, both towards God and towards 


himself, as well as his neighbour, 1 don't insist 
upon it, that be must know these propositions ex- 


75 plicitly, and in a philosophical manner; but he 


must have some sort of consciousness of his own 
natural powers, to know and distinguish, to chuse 
or to refuse good or evil, and must be sensible of 


his obligations to inquire and practice what is good 
and to avoid what is evil. 


As for the duties that relate to God, man is ob- 
liged to worship bim with reverence, to honour him 
in his heart and life, on account of his wisdom and 
power manifested i in the world; to fear his Majesty, 


to love him, and hope in his goodness, to give 
him thanks for what instances of it he partakes of, 


to ek to him for what blessings he wants, and 


to carry it toward him as, his Maker, bis Lord, 


and his Governor. | 


Fe 


He muſt know aao, that since God! is a ** righte · 


| « ous Governor,“ if he does not make good men 


happy in this world, and the wicked miserable, 


* 
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then there must be another world, wherein he will 
appoint some happiness for the good, and misery 


for the wicked; or in general, that he will ſome 


| time or other distribute rewards and puniſhments 
to all persons, according to their behayiour ; for 


this has a very considerable influence into all ho- 


liness of life, and every part of morality, which 
will hardly be practiced without these motives. 


As for the duties which relate to other men, every f 


mae must know and believe, that as he is placed here 


amongst a 


species or kind, he is bound to pra res of his own 


racity, justice and goodness toward them, according 
to the several relations in which they may stand, as 
a father, brother, son, husband, neighbour, sub- 
ject, master, servant, buyer, seller, &c. 


And with regard to himself, he is bound to ex- 


ercise sobtiety and temperance, and to maintain a 
due government over his appetites and passions, 
that they run not into excess aud extravagance. | 


And finally, since every man will frequently f 
find himself coming sbort of his duty to God and 
man, and, betrayed. into sip by the strength of his 


| templa tions, bis appetites and passions, in the 8 


rious o uνονονů Of life, he must repent of his sins, 
A Ott DUN D 2 


i. 
s 


7 "THE BEAUTIES OF DR. WATTS: . 


be sincerely sorry for What he has done amiss, 
humbly ask forgiveness of God, and endeavour to 


serve and please him in all things for the time to 


come, and he must exercise a hope or trust in the 


mercy of God, that upon repentance and new obe- 


dience, God will forgive sinners, and take them 
again into his fayour, | 


- Strength and Weakness of Hum. Reason, p. 17. 


. 


ts the, ado 
1 ' 
— — 


| THE MAN OF ret” fe 
— S is a gentieman of exalted victueand 


9 reputation, every soul that knows him 

speaks wel! of him: he is so much honoured, and 
30 well beloved in his nation, that he must flee his 
country, if he would avoid praises. So sensible is 
he of the secret pride that has tainted human na- 


ture, that he holds himself in perpetual danger, 


and maintains an everlasting watch. He behaves 


now with the same modesty as when he was un- 
known and obscure. He receives the acclamations 


of the world with such an humble mein ! and with 
such an indifference of spirit that is truly admira- 


ble and divine. It is a lovely pattern but the imi- 


tation is not easy.—l took the freedom one day to 
ask him, how he acquired this wonderous humt- 


© lity, or whether he was born with no pride about 
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„ him? „ Ah, no, (said he, with a sacred sigh,) I 

= < feel the working poison, but I keep my anti” 
e dote at hand; when my friends tell me of many 
good qualities and talents, I have learnt from St. 
« Paul to say, What have I that I have not re- 
« ceived 2 My own consciousness of many follies 
«© and sins constrains me to add, What have 1 
te that I have not misimproved 2 And then reason 
e and religion join together to suppress my vanity, 


« and teach me the proper language of a creature 
and a sinner: : What then have I to glory in & 


Miscel. Thoughts, p. 56. 


a © © 


THE BENEVOLENCE OF THE CREATOR. 
- UPON the whole view of things, I think, from 


scripture and reason together, we may justly con- 
clude, that were Christ and the gospel are not pub- 
lished, all humble and sincere penitents, asking 


pardon of God, and hoping in his mercy, ( though 
they know nothing of the particular way and me- 


thod wherein it is, or hath been, or shall be re- 
vealed) shall not fail of pardon and acceptance 
with God at last, nor miss of some'tokens of his 
favour. This grace hath J esus procured, and God 
will bestow it, 


es and Wealkness of Hum. Reason, p. * 
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OF THE GOVERNMENT OF OUR THOUGHTS. 


| THERE are some thoughts that rise and intrude 
upon us while we shun them; there are others that 
fly from us, when we would hold and fix them. 
If the ideas which you would willingly make the 
matter of your present meditation are ready to fly 


from you, you must be obstinate in the pursuit of 


them by an habit of fixed meditation ; you must 
keep your soul to the work, when it is ready to 
start aside every moment, unless you will aban= 
don yourself to be a slave to every wild imagination. 
It is a common, but it is a very unhappy and a 


shameful thing, that every trifle that comes across 


the senses or fancy should divert us, that a buz- 
ing fly should teaze our spirits, and scatter our 


best ideas: but we must leara to be deaf to and | 


regardless of other things, besides that which we 


make the present subject of our meditation: and 
in order to help a wandering and fickle humour, 
it is proper to have a book or paper in our hands, 


| which has some proper hints of the subject that 


we design to pursue. We must be resolute and 
laborious, and sometimes conflict with ourselves, 


of we would be wise and learned. 


Let 1 would not be too severe in this rule. It 


/ 
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must be confessed, there are seasons when the 
mind, or rather the brain, is over- tired or jaded 
with study or thinking; or upon some other ac- 
counts animal nature may be languid or cloudy, 
and unfit to assist the spirit in meditation; at such 
seasons (provided that they return not too often) 


it is better sometimes to yield to the present indis- 


position. Then you may think it proper to give 


yourself up to some hours of leisure and recreation, - 
or useful idleness; or if not, then turn your 


thoughts to some other alluring subject, and pore 
no longer upon the first, till some brighter or more 
favourable moments arise. A student shall do. 
more in one hour, when all things concur to in- 
vite him to an y special study, than in four hours, 
at a dull and improper season. 


Logic, p. 77. 


„ „„ GK 
> 


OF THE ARRANGEMENT OF OUR IDEAS. 
* 


As a trader who never places his goods in his 


shop or warehouse in a regular order, nor keeps 
the accounts of his buying and'selling, paying and 
receiving, in à just method, is in the utmost 
danger of plunging: all his affairs into confusion 
and ruin ; so a student who is in search of truth, 


Ar an author or teacher who-communicates knows  - 


f 
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ledge to others, will very much obstruct his de- 
sigu, and confound his own mind, or the minds of 
his hearers, unless he range his ideas in just order. 
If we would therefore become successful learners 
or teachers, we must not conceive things in a con- 
fused heap, but dispose our ideas in some certain 
method, which may be most easy and useful both 
for the understanding and memory. 


Logic, p. 133. 


ERRONEOUS JUDGMENT. 


WHERE there is wealth, equipage, and splen- 
dor, we are ready to call that man happy; but 
we see not the vexing disquietudes of his soul: 
and when we see a person in ragged garments, we 
form a despicable opinion of him too suddenly, 
we can hardly think him either happy or wise, our 
judgment is so biased by outward and sensible 
things. It was through the power of this prejudice 
that the Jews rejected our blessed Saviour; they 
could not suffer themselves to believe that the man 
| who appeared as the son of a carpenter was also 
the Son of God. And because St. Paul was of 
little stature, a mean presence, and his voice con- 
temptible, some of the Corinthians were tempted 
to doubt whether he was inspired or no. This 


— 
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prejudice is cured by a longer acquaintance with 
the world, and a just observation that things are 
sometimes better and sometimes worse than they 
appear to be. We ought therefore to restrain our 
= excessive forwardness to form our opinion. of per- 
Zons or things before we have opportunity tosearch 
into them more perfectly, 
Logic, p. 190. 


A There is scarce any thing in the world of nature 
ee tue world of morality or religion, that 
is perfectly uniform. There is a mixture of wisdom 
and folly, vice and virtue, good and evil both 
in men and things. We shall remember that 
some persons have great wit and little judgment; 
others are judicious, but not witty. Some are 
good humoured without compliment ; others have 
all the formality of complaisance, but no good 
humour. We ought to know that one man may 
be vicious and learned, while another has virtue 
without learning; that many a man thinks ad- 
mirably well, who has a poor utterance ; while 
others have a charming manner of speech, but 
their thoughts are trifling and impertinent. Some 
are good neighbours, and courteous and charitable 
towards men, who have no piety towards God; 
others are truly religious, but of morose natural 
tempers. Some excellent sayings are found in 


= 
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very silly books, and some silly things appear in 
books of value. We should neither praise nor dis- 
praise by wholesale, but separate the good from 
the evil, and judge of them apart ; the accuracy 
of a good judgment consists in making such dis- 
tinctions, 
if Logic, p-. 192. 

THE POWER OF ELOQUENCE. 

WHEN a man of elvqueuce Speaks or writes 


upon any subject, we are too ready to run into his 
sentiments, being sweetly and insensibly drawn 


by the smoothness of his harangue, and the pathe- 
tic power of his language. Rhetoric will varnish 
every error, so that it shall appear in the dress of 
Truth, and put such ornaments upon vice, as to 

make it look like virtue. It is an art of wondrous | 

and extensive influence ; it often conceals, ob- 
scures, or overwhelms the truth, and places some- 
times a gross falshood on the most alluring light. 
The decency of action, the music of the voice, the 
harmony of the periods, the beauty of the stile, 
and all the engaging airs of the speaker, have often 
charmed the hearers into error, and persuaded I 
them to approve whatsoever is proposed in so a- 


greeable a manner. A large assembly stands ex- 1 


posed at once to the power of these prejudices, 
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„and imbibes them all. So Cicero and Demosthe- 
m nes made the Romans and the Athenians believe 
y SO whatsoever they pleased. 
a_ The best defence against both these dangers, is 
W to learn the skill (as much as possible) of sepatating 
3 our thoughts and ideas from words and phrases, to 
judge of the things from their own natures, and in 
W thei natural or just relation to one another, ab- 
+ 8 5tracted from the use of language, and to maintain 
is Na steady and obstinate resolution, to hearken to 
n nothing but truth, in whatsoever stile or dress it 
„appears. 5 a 
n | | 5 Logic, p. 197. 
of 4 | * 5 —— 
4 OBEDIENCE TO THE LAWS, 
b- I THE correction or amendment of the particular 
e- offender, is not the only end of punishment, but 
it, the vindication of the wisdom and justice of the 
he lawgiver, and his law, which are like to be insulted, 
le, and the laws continually broken afresb, if offences 
en were always passed by with impunity, and if the 
ed criminal were always pardoned upon repentance. 
a- lt is necessary for a governor sometimes to teach 


his subjects what an evil thing it is to transgress 
his law, by the proper punishment of those who 
offend. The  homwour- and authority of govern- 
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* 


ment must be sometimes supported and vindicated 
by such severities: and though it may please a 
sovereign sometimes to pardon an offender, out of 
his great goodness, when he is truly penitent for 
his crime, yet no degrees of penitence can assure 
the offender that he shall certainly and entipely be 


"TE forgiven, or can claim forgiveness at the hands of 
the sovereign; because repentance makes no re- 


compence at all for the dishonour done to the 
authority of the law, and him that made it. His 
future obedience is all due, if he had never cinned ; 

and therefore it cannot compensate for past neglects Y 
and transgressions. 1 AJ 


Strength and W tal. of Hum. Reagan, DP * 
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SALVATION PROCURED THROUGH THE Mx. 
©. DIATION OF JESUS! CHRIST. 


IJ am persuaded, that God never did or will for- 


| give the sins of any man upon earth, whether Jew, 
Heathen, or Christian, nor receive an y of our sin- 


ful race into his favour, but upon the account of 


what Jesus Christ his Son, the Mediator, has done 


and suffered, for the atonement or expiation of * 
and the recovery of man to the fayour of God: 


that if Heathens are saved, I think it is owing L 


the merit of Christ and his death. There is sal- 


vation in no other, nor is the any other name 


* 


- 
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tc whereby men may be saved.“ If any of those 
who never heard of Christ might be saved without 
the influence of his atonement and mediation, why 


might not they that have heard of him be saved 
without it also? Thus there would be no need of 


him to become a mediator, or to make atonement 


for the sins of one or the other, and thus Christ 
would have lived and died to very little purpose. 


Strength and Weakness of Hum. Reason, p. 104. 
. | 


| SALVATION TO BE EXTENDED ro THOSE 
HO HAVE NOT BELIEVED IN 
OUR BLESSED SAVIOUR. 


THOUGHI suppose no man shall be saved but 
by virtue of the mediation and death of Christ, nor 
doth the gospel permit me to allow salvation to those 


who wilfully and finally reject it, under clear light 


and evidence; yet there is good reason to believe, 
that there have been many sinners actually saved, 

who never believed in Jesus Christ the Son of 
Mary, nor ever heard of his name, nor had any 
notion of his atoning death and sacrifice. Such 
were some of the early descendants of Noah, who 
lived long before this name was known in the 
world, among whom we may reckon Abimelech 
king of the Philistines, Melchisedec king of Salem, 

e 1 
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Job in the land of Uz, with his four friends, and 
many others, who feared God, and wrought 
righteousness : and such were many good men 
among the Jews, who might be made partakers 
of the benehts of the death of Christ, and his sa- 
crifice, though they had generally no notion of such 
a sort of Messiah, or Saviour, as was to be made 
a sacrifice for the sins of men: nor is this at all in- 
credible, since St. Peter himself, who had been a 
disciple of Christ so long, did not believe this doc- 
trine even a little before his master's death, when 
he complimented his master concerning his cru- 
cifixion, Matt. xv. 22. and said, Be it far from 
* thee, Lord, this shall not be unto thee. 


Nor ĩs it unreasonable to have the same charitable 
thoughts concerning several other persons of the 
Heathen world, during the continuance of the 
Jewish church and state, who had either main- 
tained the knowledge of the true God, by tradition 
from Noah, or recovered it by converse with the 
Jews, and worshipped him as a God of justice and 
mercy, with fear and hope: such was Cornelius 
the centurion, and Lydia, and several others, who 
were called devout persons, and such as feared or 
worshipped God, in the history of the Acts, chap. 
X. J. and xvi.' 14. xvii. 4. and x. 2. And it is 
possible, that since the first of Christianity 


\ 
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there may have been some such religious persons, 

ol this same character, who were saved, though 
they never heard the doctrine of Jesus Christ; 
for if they had so much religion as would have 
zaved them before that time, surely they shall 

never be excluded from salvation for wat of hear- 
ing of the doctrine of Christ, if they did not lie 
within the reach of it. 


Strength & Weakness of Hum. Reason „p. 106. 


— 2 ad 


THE BLESSINGS RESULTING FROM PRAYER. 


THERE is such a thing as converse with God 
in prayer, and it is the life and pleasure of a pious 
soul; withont it we are no Christians; and he that 
practises it most, is the best follower of Christ; 
for our Lord spent much time in converse with his 
Heavenly Father. This is balm that eases the 
most raging pains of the mind, when the wounded. 
conscience comes to the mercy-seat, and finds 
pardon and peace there. This is the cordial that 
revives and exalts our natures, when the spirit, bro- 
ken with sorrows, and almost fainting to death, 
draws near to the Almighty Physician, and is 
healed and refreshed. The mercy-seat in heaven 
is out surest and sweetest refuge in every hour of 


E 2. 
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distress and darkness upon earth : this is our daily 


h support and relief, while we are passing through a 


world of temptations and hardships in the way to 


the promised land. It is good to draw near to 


«© God. Fsal. Ixxiii. 28, 
Sermons, vol. 1, p. 113. 


LESSON OF HUMILITY. 
'THINK what a numberless variety of questions 


and difficulties there are belonging to that particu- 


lar science, in which you have made the greatest 
progres, and how few of them there are in which 
you have arrived ata final and undoubted certaint 7 
excepting only those questions in which the pure 
and simple mathematics, whose theorems are de- 


monstrable aud leave scarce any doubt; and yet 
even in the pursuit of some few of these, mankind 


have been strangely bewildered. 


Spend a ſew thoughts sometimes on the puzzling 
enquiries concerning vacuums and atoms, the doc- 


trine of infinites, indivisibles and incommensurables 
in geometry, wherein there appear some insolvable 


difficulties: do this on purpose to give you a more 


sensible impression of the poverty of your under- 


standing, and the imperfection of yaur knowledge. 


This will teach you what a vain thing it is to fan- 


—_ 
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ey that you know all things, and will instruct you 

to think modestly of your present attainments, 
when every dust of the earth, and every inch of 
empty space surmounts your undeniibdine; and. 
triumphs over your presumption. Arithmo had 
been bred up to accounts all his life, and thought 
himself a complete master of numbers. But when 
he-was pushed hard to give the Square-Root of 
the number 2, he tried at it, and laboured long i in 
millesimal fractions, till he confessed there was no 
end of the enquiry; and yet he learnt so much 
modesty by this perplexing question, that he was. 
afraid to say, It was an impossible thing. Tis 
some good degree of improvement when we are 
afraid to be positive | | 


Read the accounts ofthose vast treasures of know= 
ledge which some of the dead have possessed, and 
some of the living do possess. Read and be as- 
tonished at the almost incredible advances which 
have been made in science. Acquaint yourselves 
with some persons of great learning, that by con- 
verse among them, and comparing yourselves with. 
them, you may acquire a mean opinion of your-' 
own attainments, and may thereby be animated 
with new zeal, to equal them as far as possible, or 
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to exceed : thus let your diligence be quickened 
by a generous and laudable emulation, 


Improv. of the Mind, part 1, p. 8. 


DOGMATISM CENSURED. 
MAIN TAIN a constant watch at all times, 


against a dogmatical spirit: fix not your assent 


to any proposition in a firm and unalterable man- 


ner, till you have some firm and unalterable ground 
for it, and till you have arrived at some clear and 
sure ehidence; till you have turned the proposition 
on all sides, and searched the matter through and 


through, so that you cannot be mistaken. And 


even where you think you have full grounds of as- 


surance, be not too early, nor too frequent, -1 in 


expressing this assurance in too peremptory and 
positive a manner, remembering that human na- 
ture is always liable to mistake in this gorrupt and 
feeble state. | 


Improv. of the Mind, part 1, p. 18, 


A DOGMATICAL spirit inclines a man to be 


censorious 'of his neighbours. Every one of his 


opinions appears to him written as it were with 


sun- beams, and he grows angry that his neigh= 
bour does not see it in the same light. He is 
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tempted to disdain his correspondents as men of 


low and dark understandings, because they do not 
believe what he does. 


| Improv. v4 the Mind, part 1, p. 20. | 
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MEDITATION. 
MEDITATION or Study includes all those 


exercises of the inind whereby we render all the 
former methods useful for our increase in true knows: 
ledge and wisdom. is by meditation we come 
to confirm our memory of things that pass thrgugh 
our thoughts in the occurrences of life, in our own 
experiences, and in the observation we make; tis 
by meditation that we draw various inferences, and 
establish in gur minds general principles of know- 
ledge : tis by medi ation that we compare the 
various ideas which we derive from our senses, or 
from the operation of our souls, and join them in 
propositions. It is by meditation that we fix in 
our memory whatsoever we learn, and form our 
own judgment of the truth ot falshood, the strength 
or weakness of what others speak or write. It is 
meditation or study that draws out long chains of 
argument, and searches and finds deep and difficult 
truths which before lay concealed in darkness. 


Improvemeni of the Mind, part 1, p. 33» 
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OBSERVATION. 


IT is owing to observation that our mind is 


furnished with the first, simple, and complex ideas. 


»Tis this lays the ground- work and foundation of 
all knowledge, and makes us capable of using any 
of the other methods for improving the mind: for 
if we did not attain a variety of sensible and in- 
tellectual ideas, by the sensation of outward ob- 
jects, by the consciousness of our own appetites 


and passions, pleasures and pains, and by inward. 


experience of the actings of our own spirits it 
would be impossible either for men or books to 
teach us any thing. It is observation that must 
give us our first ideas of things, as it includes in, 


it sense and consciousness. 


All our knowledge derived from observation, 
whether it be of single ideas or of propositions, is 
knowledge gotten at first hand. Hereby we see 


and know things as they are, or as they appear to 


us; we take the impressions of them on our minds 
from the original objects themselves, which give 
a clearer and stronger conception of things. These 
ideas are more lively, and the propositions (at least 
in many cases) are much more evident. Whereas 
what knowledge we derive from lectures, reading, 
and conversation, is but the copy of other men's 
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ideas; that is the picture of a picture; and tis 


one remove further from the original. 


* 


Another advantage of observation is, that we 
may gain knowledge all the day long, and every 
moment of our lives, and every moment of our 
existence we may be adding something to our in- 
tellectual treasures thereby, except only while we 


are asleep; and even then the remembrance of 


our dreamings will teach us some truths, and lay a 


foundation for a better acquaintance with human 


nature both in the powers and in the frailties of 


it. 
Improvement of the Mind, part 1, p. 34+ 


— a4 


ADVANTAGES OF READING. 


BY reading we acquaint ourselves in a very ex- 
tensive manner with the affairs, actions, and 


thoughts of the living and the dead, in the most 


remote nations, and in the most distant ages; and 


that with as much ease as though they lived in our 
own age and nation. By reading of books we may 


learn something from all parts of mankind; whereas 
by observation we learn all from ourselves, and 
only what comes within our own direct cognizance: 
by converzation we can only enjoy the assistance 


of a very few persons, viz, those who are near ua; 


= 


„ . LP A A 
l —_— SS ETD 


1 


46 THE BEAUTIES or DR. WATTS: 


and live at the same time that we do; that is, our 


neighbours and co-temporaries. But our know- 
ledge is still much more narrowed than if we con- 
fine ourselves merely to our own solitary reasonings 
without much observation or reading : for then all 
our improvement must arise only from our own 
inward powers and meditations, 


Improvement of the Mind, part I, p. 38 · 
READING AND. CONVERSATION CONTRASTED. 


BY reading we learn not only the actions and 
the sentiments of distant nations and ages, but we 
transfer to ourselves the knowledge and i improve» 
ments of the most learned men, and the wisest 
and the best of mankind, when or wheresoever 
they lived: for though many books have been 
written by weak and injudicious persons, yet the 
most of those books which have obtained great re- 


putation in the world, are the products of great and 


wise men in their several ages and nations :— 
whereas we can obtain the conversation and in- 
sttuction of those only who are within the reach 
of our dwelling, or our acquaintance, whether they 
are wise or unwise; and sometimes that narrow 


sphere scarce affords any person of great eminence 
in wisdom or learning, unless our instructer happen 


2 5 
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5 to have this character. And as for our own studies 
Ys and meditations, even when we arrive at some 
8 good degrees of learning, our advantage for further 
1 imptovement in knowledge by them is still far more 
1 contracted than what we may derive from reading. 
When we read good authors, we learn the best, 
the most laboured, and most refined sentiments 
even of those wise and learned men; for they 
have studied hard, and committed to writing their 
maturest thoughts, and the result of their long study 
and experience: whereas by conversation, and in 
> some lectures, we obtain many times only the 
« | present thoughts of our tutors or friends, which 
t | (though they may be bright and useful) yet, at 
5 : first perhaps, may be sudden and indigested, and 
mare mere hints, which have risen to no maturity. 
Tis another advantage of reading, that we may 
1 review what we have read; we may consult the 


page again and again, and meditate on it, at sue - 
cessive seasons in our serenest and retired hours, 
having the book always at hand: but what we 
obtain by conversation and in lectures, is often- 
times lost again as soon as the company breaks up, 
or at least when the day vanisbes; unless we hap- 
pen to have the talent of a good memory, or 
quickly retire and mark down what remarkables 
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we have found in those discourses. And for the 
same reason, and for want of retiring and writing, 
many a learned man has lost several useful me- 
ditations of his own, and could never recall them 
again. | 
Improvement of the Mind, part I, p. 36. 


| — — 


VERBAL IN STRUCTION. 


THERE is something more oprightly, more 
delightful and entertaining in the living discourse 
of a wise, a learned, and well-qualified teacher, 
than there is in a silent and sedentary practice of 


5 reading. The very turn of voice, the good pro- 
nunciation, and the polite and alluring manner 


which some teachers have attained, will engage 


the attention, keepthe soul fixed, and convey and 
insinuate into the mind, the ideas of things in a 


more lively and forcible way, than the mere read- 
ing of books in the Silence and retirement- of the 


closet. x 5 
Improvement of the Mind, part 1, p. 38. 
| „ TOA 

| CONVERSATION. 


WHEN we converse familiar! y with a learned 


friend, we have his own help at hand to explain 
to us every word and sentiment that seems obscure 


- 
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in his discourse, and to inform us of his whole 


meaning; so that we are in much less danger of 
mistaking his sense: whereas in books whatsoever 


is really obscure, may also abide always obscure 
without remedy, since the author is not at hand, 
that we may inquire his sense. 


If we mistake the meaning of our friend i in con- 
versation, we are quickly set right again; but in 
reading we many times go on in the same mistake, 
and are not capable of recovering ourselves from 
it. Thence it comes to pass that we have so many 
contests in all ages about the meaning of ancient 
authors, and especially sacred writers. Happy 
should we be, could we but converse with Mases, 
Tsaiah,. and St. Paul, and consult the prophets 
and. apostles, when we meet with a difficult text! 
But that glorious. conversation is reserved for the 
ages of future blessedness. | 


Improvement of the Mind, part 1, p. 40. 


Conversation calls out into light what has been 
lodged in all the recesses and secret chambers of 


the soul. By occasional bints and incidents it 


brings old useful notions into remembrance; it 


unfolds and displays the hidden treasures of know- 


ledge with which reading, observation and study 
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had before furnished the mind. By mutual dis- 
course, the soul is awakened and allured to bring 
forth its hoards of knowledge, and it learns how to 
render them most useful to mankind. A man of 


vast reading without conversation is like a miser, 
who lives only to bimselt. 


In free and friendly conversation our intellectual 
powers are more animated, and our spirits act with 
a superior vigour in the quest and pursuit of un- 
known truths. There is a sharpness and sagacity 
of thought that attends conversation beyond what 
we find whilst we are shut up reading and musing 
in our retirements. Our souls may be serene in 
solitude, but not sparkling, though perhaps we 
are employed in reading the works of the brightest 
Writers, Often has it happened in free discourse, 
that new thoughts are strangely struck out, and 
the seeds of truth sparkle and blaze through the 
company, which in calm and silent reading would 
never have been excited. By conversation, you 
Will both give and receive this benefit; as flints, 
when put into motion and striking against each 
other, produce living fire on both sides, which 
would never have risen from the same hard mate- 
rials i in a state of rest. 


In generous conversation amongst ingenious 
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and learned men we have a great advantage of pro- 
posing our own opinions, and of bringing our own | 


sentiments to the test, and learning in a more 
compendious way what the world will judge of 


them, bow mankind will receive them, what. 


objections. may be raised against them, what de- 


fects there are in our scheme, and how to correct 


our own mistakes; which advantages are not s0 


easily obtained by our own private meditations ; 
for the pleasure we take in our own notions, and 


the passion of self-love, as well as the narrowness 


of our own views, tempts us to pass too fayourable 
an opinion on our own schemes; whereas the 
variety of genius in our several associates, will 


give happy notices how our opinion will stand f in 
che bien of dd. 


'Tis also Mother considerable advantage a con- 
versation, that it furnishes the student with the 


knowledge of men and the affairs of life, as read- 
ing furnishes him with book- learning. A man 
who dwells all his days among books may have 


amassed together a vast heap of notions, but he 
may be a mere scholar, which is a contemptible 
sort of character in the world. A hermit who has 
been shut up in his cell in a college, has contracted 


a sort of mould and rust upon his soul, and all his 
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_ airs. of behaviour have a certain aukwardness in 


them: but these aukward airs are worn off by de- 
grees in company: the rust and the mould are 


filed and brushed off by polite conversation. The 


scholar now becomes a citizen or a gentleman, a 


neighbour and a friend; he learns how' to dress his 


sentiments in the fairest colours, as well as to set 
them in the fairest light. Thus he brings out his 
notions with honour, he makes some use of them 


in the world, and i improves the theory by Age 


|" Improvement of the Mind, part 1. p. 42. 
—— - 


HATRED REPROVED, AND LOVE OF OUR FEL- 
LOW-CREATURES RECOMMENDED. . 


| CONSIDER whether the persons gou hate are 
good or not. If they are good and pious, your 
hatred has a double guilt in it, since you are bound 
to love them both as men and christians. Will 


vou hate those whom God loves? Will you hate 
those who have the image of Christ, and in whom 


the Spirit of God inhabits? If. they have any 
blameable qualities in them, let your charity cover 
those faults and follies: let your thoughts rather 


dwell upon their virtues, and their sacred relation 


to God, This will have a happy iufluence to turn 
your hatred into love, Think of them as mem- 
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bers of Christ, and you cannot hate them if you 
are of that blessed body. 


1 they are > persons 5 neglect religion, and 


have not the fear of God, yet they may have some 


good qualities in them, some moral or social vir- 
tues, or some natural excellencies, which may . 


merit your esteem, and invite your love: at least 
these agreeable qualities may diminish your aver- 
sion, and abate your hatred. I confess it is the 
nature of malice and envy, to overlook all that is 
good andamiable in a person, and to remark only 
what is evil and hateful : but this is not the spirit 
and temper of a Christian, nor of Jesus Christ our 


master. There was a young man who loved his 


riches so well, that he refused to become a disciple ; 
yet our blessed Lord saw some good qualities in 


him; * he looked upon him, and loved bieds. 1 


Mark K. 21. 


But if the persons whom you hate, have nothing 


good in them that you can find, then they ought 


to be pitied rather than to be hated : they are not 
worthy of your envy, nor do they need the punish- 
ment of your malice in this world, who expose 


themselves to the wrath and vengeance of God in 


the world to come. 
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Will you say, they are 80 impious before God, 
and 30 injurious to men, that they deserve to be 
hatred? But consider, if you were but punished 
in every respect as you deserve, both for your 

offences against God and man, what would be- 
x: come of you? Pity them therefore as you hope for 
— pity. Umitate the goodness of ** your Heavenly 

. Father, who makes his sun to shine, and his 

« rain to fall on the just and on the unjust. This 

is s dhe rule of Christ. 


A LORE .. . Dactrine of the "whe p- 108. 
| 44 | | 5 — — ire 
FEAR. ; 

FER: is a powerful and useful pass ion, to guard 
us from mischief and misery, to hasten our avyoid- 
ance of every danger, to drive us to our refuge, 
and to restrain us from every thing which has a 


| P. to . the evil or mischief upon us. 


The anger af God is the most proper object of 

our fear, as we are sinful creatures: nor can sin- 
ners fear the anger of God too much, until they 
have complied with the appointed methods of his 


grace. There is also a reverence and holy fear due 
to the Majesty of God, even when we have ob- 


tained the most solid hopes of his mercy : we must 
always fear to sin against God, and keep up a holy 


. 


religious fear. 
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jealousy of all temptations to in. All this is called 


Doctrine of the Passions, p. 114. 


UNREASONABLE FEAR. : 


BU the fear which I speak of in this place is 


an unjust and -ubreasonable fear of any creature 


whatsoever, or of any occurrences in life: it is a 


timorous spirit, which subjects the whole nature 


to the power: and tyranny of the passion and fear, 
beyond all reasonable grounds : as for instance; a 


fear of being alone, or in the dark; a perpetual fear 
of evil accidents by fire or water, or wicked men; 


a disquieting fear of ghosts and apparitions ; of 
little inconsiderable animals, such as spiders, frogs, 


or worms;  unreasonable and anxious fears of the 


loss of estate or friends; fear of poverty or calamity 
of any kind, whereby we are too often restrained 
from our present duty, and our lives are made very 
uncomfortable. All manner of fear becomes ir- 


regular when it rises to an excessive degree, and is 


superior to the danger. 


Doctrine of the Passions, p. 116. 
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AGAINST HASTY. DETERMINATION. | 
A HASTY determination of some universal 
principles without a due survey of all the particular 


Cases which may be included in then, Is the way 


w 8 


pursuit of any n and we shall often be taken 


captives into mistake and falshood.. 
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PROFITABLE METHOD OF READING RECON: | 
MENDED, 


BOOKS of importance of any kind, and espe- 
cially oompleat treatises on any subject, should be 
first read in a more general and cursory manner, to 
learn a little what the treatise promises, and what 
you may expect from the writer's manner and 
Skill. And for this end I would advise always, 
that the preface be read, and a Survey taken of the 


table of contents, if there be one, before this first 


survey of the book. By this means you will not 
only be better fitted to give the book the first read- 


ing, but you will be much assisted in your second 


perusal of it, which should be done with greater 


attention and deliberation, and you will learn with 
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more ease and readiness what the author pretends 
to teach. In your reading, mark what is new or 
unknown to you before, and review those chapters, 
pages, or paragraphs. Unless a reader bas an un- 
common and most retentive memory, I may ven- 
ture to affirm, that there is scarce any book or 


chapter worth reading once that is not worthy a2 


second perusal. At least take a careful review of 


all the lines or paragraphs which you marked, and 
make a recollection of the sections which you 


thought truly valuable. 


There is another reason also why I would chuse 
to take a superficial and cursory view of a book, 
before I sit down to read it, and dwell upon it with 
studious attention; and that is, that there may be 
several difficulties in it which we cannot easily un- 
derstand and conquer at the first reading, for want 


of a fuller. comprehension of the author's whole 


scheme. And therefore in such treatises we should 
not stay till we master every difficulty at the first 


perusal; for perhaps many of these would appear 


to be solved when. we have proceeded farther in 
that book, or would vanish of themselves upon a 
second reading. 


What we cannot reach and penetrate at first may 
be noted down as a matter of after consideration 
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and enquiry, if the pages that follow do not happen 
to strike a compleat Ert upon en which went 
before. ; | 


nnn. of the ind; part b, P: 60. 


— 
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BENEFIT OF CONVERSING. WITH. MEN or 
VARIOUS . COUNTRIES, AND OF DIF- 
FERENT PARTIES, OPINIONS, 

AND PRACTICES. 


— 


CONF] NE not yourself nn to one sort of 
company, or to persons of the same party or opi- 
nion, either in matters of learning, religion, or 


the civil life, lest if you should happen to be 
nutsed up or educated in early mistake, you 
should be confirmed and established in the same 
mistake, by conversing only with persons of the 


same sentiments. A free and general conversation 


with men of very various countries, and of dif- 


ferent parties, opinions and practices (so far as 
may be done safely) is of excellent use to undeceive 


us in many wrong judgments which we may have 


framed, and to lead us into juster thoughts. It is 


said, when the king of Siam, near China, first 


conversed with some European merchants, whe 
sought the favour of trading on his coast, he en- 
quired of them some of the common appearances 
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of summer and winter in their country; and when 
they told him of water growing so hard in their 
rivers, that men and horses, and laden carriages 
passed over it, and that rain sometimes fell down 
as white and light as feathers,” and some times al- 
most as hard as stones, he could not believe a yl. 
lable they said, for ice, snow and hail, were 
names and things utterly unknown to him, and 


to his subjects in that hot climate : he therefore 
renounced all traffic with such shameful liars, and 
would not suffer them to trade with his people. 
See here the natural effects of gross ignorance. 


n 
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Conversation with foreigners on various occasions 

has a happy influence to enlarge our minds, and 
to set them free from many errors and gross preju- 
dices we are ready to imbibe concerning them, 


Impr ov. of the Mind, part 1, p. 125. 
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TO RENDER CONVERSATION INSTRUCTIVE. — { 
To make conversation more valuable and useful, 
whether it be in a designed or accidental visit, | 
- among persons of the same or different sexes, aſter | 
the necessary salutations are finished, and the - | 


stream of common talk begins to hesitate, or runs 
flat and low, let some one person take a book vl 
which may be agreeable to the whole company, 


it be to confirm what the author aays, or to im- 
prove it, to enlarge upon it, or to correct it, to 
8 object against it, or to ask any question that is a- 
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aud by common cousent let him read in it ten 
lines, or, paragraph of two, or a few pages, till 
some word or sentence gives occasion for any of 
the company to offer a thought or two relating to 


that subject: interruption of the reader should be 


no blame, for conversation is the business; whether 


kin to it; and let every one that please add their 


opinion, and promote the conversation. When 
the discourse sinks again, or diverts to trifles, let 


him that reads pursue the page, and read on 


further paragtaphs or pages, till some occasion is 


given by a word or a sentence for a new discourse 
to he started, and that with the utmost ease and 
freedom. Such a method as this would prevent 


the hours of a visit from. running all to waste; and 


by this means even among scholars they will sel- 


dom find occasion for that too just and bitter re- 


flection, I have lost * in the company of 


the learned. W od; 14 . 


By such practice as this is, young ladies may 


very hottourab| yand agreeably improvetheir hours, 
while one applies herself to reafling, the others 
employ their attention, even among the various 


artifices of the needle ; but let all of them make 
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their occasional remarks or enquiries. This will 
guard a good deal of that precious time from modish 
trifling, impertinence, or scandal, which might 
otherwise afford matter for painful repentance. 


Observe this rule in general; whensoever it lies 
in your power to lead the conversation, let it be 
directed to some profitable point of knowledge or 
practice, so far as may be done with decency ; 
and let not the'discourse and the hours be suffered 
to run loose without aim or design: and when a 
subject is started, pass not hastily to another, be- 
fore you have brought the present theme of dis- 
course to some tolerable issue, or a joint consent 


to drop it. | 
Improvement of the Mind, part 1, p. 1 29. 


ST AM MAMAS 


EXHORTA'TION AGAINST EXCFSSIVE/ SORROW, 
LET not your thoughts dwell continually upon 


your distresses and afflictions. Suffer not the 
chambers of your soul to be ever hung round with 


dark and dismal ideas: chew not always the 
wormwood and the gall; but remember the many 
temporal mercies yon enjoy, and the rich treasures 
of grace in the gospel. Survey the immortal bless- 


ings of pardon of sin, and eternal life; the love of 
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Bod, and the hope of heaven. Look sometimes 
on these brighter scenes; suffer not your sorrow 
to bury all your past and present comforts in dark- 
ness and oblivion. Thankfulness is one way to 
joy. 


Remember, if you are a Christian indeed, the 
springs of your grief cannot flow long; the hour 
of death will dry them all up. The last moment 
of this mortal life is a certain and final period to 
sorrow. — Converse much among the mansions 
and joys of the invisible world, and your hope 

which is laid up there: the very gleamings of that 
glory will brighten the darkest providences, and 
relieve the soul under its sharpest pains. 


Compare your miseries with your sins, and then 
you will think them lighter. You wall learn then 
to bear your burdens with a more serene and peace- 
fal mind, and turn your sorrows into repentance 
for sin. But, alas! we aggravate our sufferiogs, 
and extenuate and excuse our sins : whereas suf- 

_ ferings would appear lighter, if we did but consider 
how much heavier evils we have deserved from the 


hands of a holy and offended God. 
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Doctrine of the Passions, p. 1 26. 
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DISPU'TA'TION. 


GRE: AT care must be taken lest your deben⸗ 
break in upon your passions, and awaken them to 
take part in the controversy. When the opponent 
pushes hard, and gives just and mortal wounds to 
our own opinion, our passions are very apt to feel 


the strokes, and to rise in resentment and defence. 
Self is so mingled with the sentiments which we 


have chosen, and has such a tender feeling of all 


the opposition which is made to them, that pe- 


sonal brawls are very ready to come in as seconds 
to succeed and finish the dis pute of opinions. Then 


noise and clamour and folly appear in all their“ 


shapes, and chace reason and truth out of sight. 
Improv. of the Mind, p. 166. 


be. ” RL” | 
ACADEMICAL DISPUTATIONS. 


IT must be confessed there are some advantages 
to be attained by academical disputation. It gives 
vigour and briskness to the mind thus exercised, 
and relie ves the languor of private study and me- 


ditation. It sbarpens the wit, and all the inven- 


tive powers. It makes the thoughts active, and 
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sends them on all sides to find arguments and ans- 
wers both for. opposition and defence. It gives 
opportunity of viewing the subject of discourse on 
alf sides, and of learning what inconveniences, 
difficulties, and objections attend particular opi- 
nion. It furnishes the soul with various occasions 
of starting such thoughts as otherwise would never 
have come into the mind. It makes a student 
more expert in attacking and refuting an error, as 
well as in vindicating a truth. It instructs a 
scholar in the various methods of watding off the 
force of objections, and of discovering and repelling 
the subtle tricks of sophisters. It procures also a 
freedom and readiness of speech, and raises the 
modest and diffident genius to a due degree of cou- 
rage. | | 


But there are some very grievous inconvenien- 
cies that may sometimes overbalance all these ad- 
vantages. For many young students by a con- 

stant habit of disputing, grow impudent and au- 
dacious, proud and disdainful, talkative and 
impertinent, and render themselves intolerable by 
an obstinate humour of maintaining whatsoever 
they have asserted, as well as by a spirit of con- 
tradiction, opposing alinost every thing they hear. 
The diſputation itself often awakes the passions of 
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is so necessary to contemplate truth. 
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e emulation, and anger; it carries away 
the mind from that calm and ſedate temper which 


| Improv, of the Mind, part 1, p. 184+ 
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ox FIXING THE ATTENTION, 
A Student should labour by all proper methods: 


to acquire a steady fixation of thought. Attention 


is a very necessary thing in order to improve our 
minds. The evidence of truth does not always 
appear immediately, nor strike the soul at first 
sight. is by long attention and inspection that 
we arrive at evidence, and it is for want of it we 
judge falesly of many things. We make haste to 
judge and determine upon a slight and sudden view, 
we confirm our guesses which arrise from a glance, 
we pass a judgment while we have but a confused 
or obscure perception, and thus plunge ourselves 
into mistakes. This is like a man, who walking 
in a mist, or being at great distance from any vi- 
sible object, (suppose a tree, a nian, a horse, or 
a church, ] judges much amiss of the figure and 
situation and colours of it, and sometimes takes 


8 one for the other; where as if he would but with- 
hold his judgment till d come nearer to it, or stay 
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till clearer light comes, and then would fix his eyes 


longer upon it, he would secure himself from those 
mistakes. 


Improvement of the Mind, part 1, p. 211. 
Mathematical studies have a stronger influence 
towards fixing the attention of the mind, and giv- 
ing a steadiness to a wandering disposition, because 
they deal much in lines, figures and numbers, 
which affect and please the sense and im agination. 
Histories have a strong tendency the same way; 
for they engage the soul by a variety of sensible 
occurrences; when it hath begun, it knows not 
how to leave off; it longs to know the final event 
through a natural curiosity that belongs to man- 
kind. Voyages and travels and accounts of strange 
countries and strange appearances will assist in this 
work. This sort of study detains the mind by the 
perpetual occurrence and expectation of something 
new, and that which may gratefully strike the im- 

_ agination. | | 


ane, ef 1 the Mind, part I, p. 211. 
| —— 


OF SCIENCE. 


THE best way to learn any science is to bao 
with a regular system, or a short and plain scheme 
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of that science, well drawn up into a narrow com- 
pass, omitting the deep or more abstruse parts of 
it, and that also under the conduct and instruction 
of some skilful teacher. Systems are necessary to 
give an entire and comprehensive view of the 
several parts of any science, which may have a 
mutual influence toward the explication or proof 
of each other: whereas if a man deals always and 


only in essays, and discourses on particular parts 


of a science, he will never obtain a distinct and 
just idea of the whole, and may perhaps omit some 
important part of it, after seven years reading of 
such occasional discourses.' For this reason, young 
students should apply themselves to their systems 
much more than pamphlets. That man is never 
fit to judge of particular subjects relating to any 
science, who has never taken a survey of the 
whole. | 


Tis the remark of an ingenious writer, should 
a barbarous Indian, who had never seen a palace 
or a ship, view their sepatate and disjointed parts, 
and observe the pillars, doors, windows, cornices, 
and turrets of the one, or the prow and stern, the 
ribs and masts, the ropes and shrowds, the sails 
and tackle of the other, he would be able to form 
but a very lame and weak idea of either of those 
excellent and useful inventions, In like manner, 
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those who contemplate only the fragments or pieces 
broken off from any science, dispersed in short un- 
connected discourses, and do not discera their re- 
lation to each other, and how they may be adapted, 
and by their union procure the delightful Symmetry 
of a regular scheme, can never survey an entire 
body of truth, but must always view it as deformed 
and distempered; while their ideas, which must 
be ever distinct and often repugnant, will lie in 
the brain unsorted, and thrown together without 
order or coherence : such is the knowledge of those 
men who live upon the scraps of science. 


Improvement of the Mind, part 1, p. 316.. 


9 


— 0 


REASON A PRINCIPAL SOURCE OF RELIGION. 


HUMAN reason is the first ground and spring 
of all human religion. Man is obliged to religion 
because he is a reasonable creature. Reason directs 


and obliges us not only to search out and practice 
the will of God, as far as natural conseience will 


lead us, but also to examine, receive, and obey, 


all the revelations which come from God, where 
we are placed within the reach of their proper evi- 


dences. Wherein soever revelation gives us plain 
and certain rules for our conduct, reason itself ob- 


Ages ns to submit and follow them. Where the 
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rules of duty are more obscure, we are to use our 


reason to find them out, as far as we can, by com- 


paring one part of revelation with another, and 
making just and reasonable inferences from the 
various circumstances and connexions of things.— 


In those parts or circumstances of religion where 
revelation is silent, there we are called to betake 


ourselves to reason again as our best guide and 
conductor, 


Rational Found. of a Christ. Church, p. 5. 
PUBLIC ADORATION OF THE ALMIGHTY. * 
THE several acts of worship which the light of 


nature directs up to pay to the great God, are such 


as these : To adore him with all humility, on the 
account of his glorious perfections, and his won= 
derful works of power and wisdom ; to join to- 
gether in prayer to God for such blessings as we 
stand in need of, to confess our sins, and ask the 
forgiveness of them, to acknowledge his mercies, 
and give thanks to his goodness; and to sing with 
the voice to his honour and praise. 


The light of nature directs us also to seek con- 


tinually a further acquaintance with the nature and 


will of that God whom we worship, in order to 


practice our duty the better, and please our 
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Creator, and to provide some way for the further 


instruction of those who are ignorant of that reli- 


gion, and to come into their assemblies to be in- 
structed : and for the exhortation of the people to 
fulfil their duty to God and their neighbours.— 
And if there are any special rites or -ceremonies, 
such as belong to social worship, the light of nature 


tells us, that here they ought to be performed. 


And does not the New; Testament set all these 
matters before us so plainly and frequently, with 


regard to Christianity, that I need not stand to 
eite chapter and verse, where these things are 
practised by the Apostles, and the primitive 
Christians, in their assemblies? Here adoration, | 
prayer, and thanksgivings, are offered up to God, 
but in the name of Jesus, as their only Mediator; 


here their addresses are made to God; with one 


mind, and with one mouth, to the glory of God, 
who 1s the God and Father of our Lord Jesus 
Christ: here psalms, and hymns, and spiritual 


songs, are sung to the honour of the Creator and 


Redeemer : here the word of God is pteached for 
the instruction of the ignorant or unbelievers, who 
come into the Christian assemblies, that sinners 
or infidels may be converted, and Christians edi- 
fied, and exhorted to persist in the faith, and im- 


prove in holiness, 1 Cor. xiv. 23, Here the great 


* 
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| ordinance of Christian communion, the Lord's 
Supper, is celebrated, by distributing and receiving 
bread and wine, and eating and drinking in re- 
membrance of their common Saviour, and his 
death, 1 Cor. xi. 20, Sc. As for the other or- 
dinance, vis. Baptism, it being not so properly 
an act of public or social religion, I do not find i 

is any where required to be done in public; and 
though it might be rendered more extensively useful 
by that means for some purposes, yet it may be 


performed in private houses, or in retired places, 
as it was in the primitive ages. 


Rational Found. of a Christ. Church, p. 23. 


% 
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THAT PROVISION. SHOULD BE MADE FOR 
THE SUPPORT OF THE MINISTERS OF 
THE GOSPEL. 


THOUGH Christian ministess should be sup- 
ported in temporal things, that they may not la- 
bour under perpetual cares, and daily anxieties, 


4 | how to get bread and raiment for themselves and 
4 their families, and that they may maintain their 
proper authority in preaching, reproving and ex- 
K horting, and live above the fear or shame that may 
0 arise from poverty and dishonourable dependencies, 


yet there is no rule nor example in scripture that 
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should raise them so far above the people in riches 


or grandeur, as to become the lords of God's he- 
ritage, or tempt them to assume sovereign domi- 
nion over the conscience, faith or practi ce. 


Rational Found. of a Christ. Church, p. 49+ 
THE DUTY OF CHRISTIAN MINISTERS. 


THE rule and government which is committed 
to ordinary ministers in the church, so far as I can 


understand it, seems to consist in these things fol- 


lowing : vis. In going before the people, and 
leading the several parts of their worship, and be- 


coming their example in every duty; in teaching 


them the principles and rules of their religion; the 
knowledge, proſession, and practice of those doc- 
trines and duties, that worship and order, which 


reason and natural religion dictate, and that which 


Christ himself has revealed, super- added, and 


establisbed in his word: it consists in exhorting, 


pers uading, and charging the hearers withsolemnity 


in the name and authority of Christ, to comply 
-therewith : in instructing the people how to apply 
these general principles and rules to particular cases 
and occurrences, and giving them their best ad- 
vice in petsuading in their assemblies, and par- 
ticularly as to the admission and exclusion of 
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members: it consists in watching over the flock ; 


' in' guarding them against errors and dangers; in 


admonishing, and warning, and reproving, with 
all, gravity and authority, those who neglect or 
oppose the rules of Christ. But I cannot find 
where our blessed Lord has given them any power, 
or pretence of power, to impose on conscience any 


such advices of their own, which neither reason 


nor revelation impose; much less to impose any 
of their own inventions of new doctrines, or duties; 
or so much as their own peculiar explications of 
the words of Christ, by their own authority. 
When our Saviour gave commission to his disciples, 
or his apostles, to“ preach the Gospel to all 


nations,“ it was in this manner, ** go teach them 


to observe, (not whatsoever you shall command, 
but) “whatsoever! have commanded you. 
Matt. xxviii. © „ 

Rational Found. of a Christ. Church, p. 69. 


RELIGIOUS LIBERTY. 


4 CHRISTIAN church allows all its members 
the most perfect liberty of men and christians. It 
is inconsistent with persecution for conscience sake: 
for it leaves all civil rewards and punishments to 

H NN ; 
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kingdoms.and states, and the governors of this 
world. It pretends to no power over conscience, 
to compel men to obedience; no prisons, no axes, 
fire, nor sword. It gives its ministers power and 


authority to command nothing but what is found 
in the Bible. 5 . 


National Found. of a Christ. Church, p. 92. 


If any person sins 80 grossly against the plain 
rules of the gospel, or the laws of God or Christ, 

as to appear to renounce the character of a christian, 
the church hath power only to renounce such a 
person, and disclaim all christian fellowſhip with 
him, and to turn him into the world, which is the 
kingdom of Satan, till he repent: but they have 
no authority to hurt his life or limbs; to touch a 
hair of his head, nor a penny of his money, by 
way of punichment. 


— 


Rationa? 3 od a Christ. Church, p. 5 


N A is of every religion bas a right to be 
protected by the © government as long as he 
maintains his allegiance to the governors, and does 
no injury to the state. But if governors will not 
protect him, bat will give him up to the fury of 
persecutors, he has certainly a civil right to de- 
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fend himself and his friends against all assaults and 
injuries. 


| Rational Found. 4 of a Chrift. Church, 598. 
n 
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THE PREJUDICE OF CREDULITY, AND A 
© SPIRIT OF CONTRADICTION, 
| CON FRASTED. 


1 


THE eredulous man is ready to receive every 
thing for truth, that has but the shadow of evi- 
dence; every new book that he reads, and every 
- ingenious man with whom he converses, has 
power enough to draw him into the sentiments of 
the speaker or writer. He has so much complai- 


sance in him, or weakness of soul, that he is ready 


to reign his own opinion to the first objection 
which he hears, and to receive any sentiments of 
another that are asserted with. a positive air and 


much assurance. Thus he is under a kind of ne- 


cessity, through the indulgence of this credulous 
humovr, r te ho 8256 changing his opinions, 
or ta belive inconsistencies. 


The man of Mk 4A is of a very contrary 
humour; for he stands ready to oppose evety 


thing that is said: he gives but a slight attention 


to the reasons af other men, from an inward 


Ha 
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scornful presumption that they have no strength 
in them. When he reads or hears a discourse 
different from his own-sentiment, he does not give 
Himself leave to consider, whether that discourse 
may be true; but employs all his powers imme- 
diately to confute it. Lour great, disputers,, and 


your men of controverſ Y, are in continual danger 


of this ſort of prejudice ; they contend often for 
victory, and will maintain whatsoever they have 
asserted, while truth is lost in the noise and tumult 
of reciprocal contradictions ; and it frequently 


happens, that a debate about opinions is turned 
into a mutual reproach of persons. | 


Logic, p. 208. 
RULES FOR CORRECTING CREDULOUS A 
CON'TRADICTORY DISPOSITIONS. | 


THE prejudice of credulity may in some mea- 


sure be cured, by learning to set a high value upon 


truth, and by taking more pains to attain it; re- 
membering that truth often lies dark and deep, and 
requires us to dig for it as hid treasure ;, and that 
falshood often puts on a fair disguise, and therefore 
we ſhould not yield up our judgments to every 
plausible appearance: It is no part of civility or 
good breeding to part with truth, but to maintain 
it with decency and candour. 
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A spirit of contradiction is so pedantic and hate- 


fal, that a man should take much pains with 
himself to watch against every instance of it: he 
should learn so much good- humour, at least, as 
never to oppose any thing without just and solid 
reason for it: he should abate some degrees of pride 
and moroseness, which are never- failing ingredients 
in this sort of temper, and should seek after s0 
much honest y and conscience, as never to contend 
for conquest or triumph; but to review his own 


reasons, and to read the arguments of his opponents 


(if possible] with an equal indifferency, be glad to 
spy a truth, and to submit to it, though it appear 
on the opposite side. | 3 
Logic, p. 208. 
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THE INFLUENCE OF CUSTOM. 


SUPPOSE we have freed ourselves from the 
younger prejudices of our education, yet we are 
in danger of having our mind turned aside from 
truth-by the influence of general custom. Our 
opinion of meats and drinks, of garments and forms 


of salutation, are influenced more by custom, than 


by the eye, the ear, or the taste. Custom pre- 
vails even over sense itself, and therefore no wonder 


If it prevail oyer reason too. What js it but N 
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tom that renders many of the mixtures of food and 


_ cauces elegant in Britain, which would be aukward 
and nauseous to the inhabitants of China, and in- 


deed were nauseous to us when we first tasted 
them? What but custom could make those salu- 


tations polite in Muscovy, which are ridiculous 


in France and England ? We call ourselves in- 


deed the politer nations, but is it we who judge 


thus of ourselves; and that fancied politeness is 
oftentimes more owing to custom than reason.— 
Whyare the forms of our present garments counted 
beautiful, and hose fashions of our ancestors the 
mattet of scoff and contempt, which in their days 
were all decent and genteel? It is custom that 
forms our opinion of dress, and xeconciles us by 
degrees to those habits which at first seemed very 


odd and monstrous. It must be granted, there 
are some garments and habits which have a natural 


congruity or incongruit y, modesty or immodesty, 
gaudery or gravity; though for the most part there 


is but little reason in these affairs: but what little 


there is of reason, or natural decency, eustom 
triumps over it all. It is almost impossible to per- 


puade a young lady that any thing can be decent 


Which! is out of fasbion. 


Tb method; of our education are governed by 
custom. It is custom, and not reason, that sends 
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every boy to learn the Roman poets, and begin 
a little acquaintance with Greek, before he is bound 
apprentice to a 80ap- boiler or a leather-seller. It 
is custom alone that teaches us Latin by the rules 
of a Latin Grammar; a tedious and absurd method! 
And what is it but custom that has for past cen- 
turies confined the brightest geniuses, even of the 


highest rank in the female world, to the business 


of the needle only, and secluded them most un- 
mercifully from the pleasures of knowledge, and 
the divine improvements of reason. But we begin 
to break all these chains, and reason n. to 
dictate the education of youth. 

ve belt Logic, p. an. 
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 ABSURDITY OF HEREDITARY PREJUDICES | 
EXPOSED. 


SOME persons believe every thing that their 
kindred, their parents, aud their tutors believe. 
The veneration and the love which the y. have for 


their ancestors, incline them to swallow down 


all their opinions at onee, without examining what 


truth or falshood there is ia them. Men take their 
principles by inheritance, and defend them as they 
would their estates, because they are born heirs to 
them. I freely grant, that patents are appointed 
by God, and nature to teach us all the sentiments 
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and practices of our younger years; and happy 


are those whose parents lead them in the paths of 
wisdom and truth. I grant further, that when 
persons come to years of discretion, and judge for 
themselves, they ought to examine the opinions 


of their parents, with the greatest modesty, and 


with an humble deference to their superior cha- 
racter; they ought, in matters perfectly dubious, 
to give the preference to their parents advice, and 
always to pay them the firet respect, nor ever de- 


part from their opinions and practices, till reason 


and conscience make it necessary. But after all, 
it is possible that parents may be mistaken, and 


therefore reason and scripture ought to be our final 


rules of determination in matters that relate to this 
world, and that which i is to come. 


Legic, 2. 222. 
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- OPPOSITE. DUTIES. 


WHERE two 8 seem to stand in opposi- 
tion to each other, aud we cannot practice both, 
the less must give way to the greater, and the 
omiss ion of the less is not sinful. So ceremonial 


laws give way to moral: God will have mam 
and not sacritice, 
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AAS 


ABSENCE FROM GOD, WHO is OUR ALL. 


MY God, my Maker, I have called thee m y 
all-satisfying portion, and my eternal good. 
When I contemplate thee, I stand amazed at thy 
grandeur ; thy wisdom, thy power, thy fulness 


of blessing, wrap my soul up in astonishment and 


devout silence. In that happy moment my soul 


cries out, what are creatures when compared with 


thee, but mere shadows of being, and faint reflec- 
tions of thy light and beauty! And yet (Stupid as 
I am) I soon lose my sight of God, and stand 
gazing upon thy creatures all the day, as if deauty 
and light were theirs in the orjginah. - 


What are they all, O my God, but empty cis= 
terns that can give no relief to a thirsty soul, un- 


less thou supply them with rivulets from on high ? 


And yet we croud about these cisterns, and are at- 
tached to them, as though they were the unfailing 
springs and fountains of our blessedness. Every 
breath we draw is a new and unmerited gift from 


heaven God is our life and the length of our 
days g amd yet we are contented to spend that life 


far from heaven and from God, and to dwell afar 


off from him, amidst the regions of mortality and 


death: we are ever grovelling in tliis land of graves, 


ung 
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as though immortal blessings were to be drawn 
from the clods of it, 


Our real and eternal interest depends more on 
thy single favour, than on the united friendship of 
the whole creation: and yet, foolish wanderers 
that we are! We absent ourselves from our God, 
and rove far and wide to seek interests and friend- 
Ships, among creatures whose character is weakneſs, 
yanity, and disappointing vexation, How fond 
we are of a word or a look from a worm in a high 
station? How do we caress them and court their 
love, at the expence of virtue aud truth, and the 
favour of God our maker? And yet they are no- 
thing without God, but he is our all without their 


leave. 


Should my father and my mother, and every 


mortal friend forsake me, and every good angel 


take his flight; should these heavens and this 
earth, with all their innumerable inhabitants dis- 
appear at once, and vanish into their first nothing ; 
thy presence with me is all-sufficient, thy hand 
would support my being, and thy love would fur - 
nish out an eternity of life and coeval Happiness. 
Why then do I tie myself so fast to my mortal 
friends, as though my separation from them were 
certain migery * Why do IL leau upon creatures 
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with my whole weight, as though nothing else 
could support me? ? 


Oh my God! T am convinced that I have more 
affairs, and of far higher importance, to transact 
with thee, than with all thy creatures, and yet 1 
am ever chattering with thy creatures, and say 
little to my God; or at best give bim a morning 


or an evening salutation, and perhaps too with 
indolence and formality. J hiom have I in heaven 


or on earth but thee, that can supply all my wants, 
and fill up all the vacancies of my heart? And 


yet how are my thoughts and hours busily em- 


ployed in quest of satisfaction among the shining 


snates, or at best among the flattering impertinen- 


cies. of the world ; though every new experiment 


hews me they are all unsatisfying ? If 1 happen 
to find any thing here below made a channel to 
eonvey some blessing to me from thy hand, how 


prone am. | to make an idol of it, and place it in 
the room of my God. 


How much, alas! do I trust to my food to nou- 
rish, and physic to heal me! but it is thou alone 
can'st bless me with ease, nourishment and bealth, 


. while I dwell in this cottage of flesh and blood.— _ 
Let medicines and physicians pronounce despair 


and death upon me, a word of thine can shut the 
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mouth of the grave, can renew the vigour and 
bloom of youth, and repair the decays of nature, 
If thou withhold thy vital influence, my flesh lan- 
LHutohes | and expires even among the luxurious 
provisions of the table, and the recipes of the 
learned; and it is thou only can'st provide me a 
bliss ful habitation, when this cottage is fallen to 
the ground. Father, into thy hand I commend 
my spirit, when it is dislodge d from this mortal 
tabernacle ; and why Should I not keep my spirit 
ever near thee, since every moment I am liable to 
ve turned out of this dwelling, and sent a naked 
stranger into the unknown world of spirits? | 


x It is but a few days and nights more that I can 


have to do with sun, moon and stars; a little time 


4 will finish all my commerce with this visible world; 
but L have affairs of infiaite and everlasting mo- 
ment to transact with the great God. It is before 


thy tribunal I must stand as the final judge of all my 
conduct, from whose decisive sentence theres no 
appeal; and yet how fond am I, and wretchedly 
solicitous, to approve myself rather to creatures, 
Whose opinion and sentence is but empty air. It 
is by thy judgment that I must stand or fall for 


ever; the words of thy lips will be my eternal 


bliss, or my everlasting woe; why then should I, 
2 little inseet, or atom of being, be concerned 
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about the smiles or frowns of my fellow- insects, 
my equal atoms? Can all their applauſes, or 
their h weer weigh a grain in the divine ba- 
lance, that sacred & tremendowgfMlance of justice, 
in which all my actions and my sul itself must be 
weighed?. Let all the oreatures above and below. 


frown and scowl upon me; if my Creator smile, 
Jam happy; nor can all their frownings diminish 


my complete] joy. | TO EY 


Forgive, gracious God, Gains the 280 follies 


and wanderings of a sinful worm, from thee the 


highest and the best of Beings. I am even amazed 
at My.own. stupidity, that I could live so much 
absent from thee, when my eternal all depends 


_ thee. 


And how much more inexcusable is my forget- . 


fulness of my God; since he has sent his own son, 
his fairest i image into flesh and blood, to put me 
in mind of my Maker, and to teach me what my 
God is He that has seen me, says he, has 
« geen the F ather, I and the Father are One.“ 

We happen to be born indeed too late for the sight 
of his face, but we have the transcript of his heart, 
the true copy of his life, and the very features of 
his soul, conveyed down to us in his ever-living 
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gospels. There we may read Jesus, there we may 
learn the Father. O may the little remnant of 
my days be spent in the presence of my God; 
and when I oonstrained to converse with 
creatures, let me ever remember that I have in- 
_ finitely more to do with my Creator, and thus 
shorten my talk and traffic with them, that I may 
have leisure to converse the longer with thee 
Let me see thee in every thing; ; let me read thy 
name every where; sounds, shapes, colours, 
motions, and all visible things, let them all teach 
me an invisible God. Let creatures be nothing 
to me, but as the books which thou hast lent me 
to instruct me in the lessons of thy power, wisdom 
and love; above all, let me derive this science by 
"pM converse with the blessed Jesus, and may I be s⁰ 
wise a proficient i in this divine school, as to learn 4 
some new lesson daily. Train me up among the 
visible works and thy word, O my heavenly Fa- 
ther, by the condescending methods of thy. grace 
and providence, till I am looſened and weaned 
from all things below God; and then give me a 


glorious dismission into that intellectual and bliss- 
ful world, where in a more immediate manner I 


shall see God, and where God himself! is the sen- 


Kible acknowledged life of souls. 
3 
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| ACADEMICAL DISPUTES APT ro PREJUDICE 


| © THE MINDS OF STUDENTS. 

Wl o exceeding hard to disputs without gaining 
some invisible prejudice and good liking to the 

| opinion we defend. So devoted are we to our- 

selyes, in this dark and degenerate state, that self- 

pee too easily engages our favour to the cause we 


‚ have espoused, and no other reason than be- 
WH cauze we espoused it. Though We had no kind- 
; ness before for an opinion that we maintain for 
| disputing-sake, yet if a plausible and smiling ar- 
| gument for it occurs in our hasty thoughts, how 
| prone are we to hug the creature of our brain, and 
be almost in love with the opinion for the sake of 
the argument? I confess there ate no such formal 
. reas6nings in our mind as these; yet we are in- 
gensibly captivated to esteem any thing that pro- 
ceeds from ourselves: our passion first thinks it 
So pity' that such a happy argument of our own inven- 1 
non should be on the false side, and by secret 
insinuation pers vades the judgment to vote it true. 
How often have I experienced these fallacies 
working within me in verbal disputations before 
my tutor; And, for this reason, I have no great 


esteem for the method of our academical disputes, 
| 12 
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where the young sophisters are obliged to oppose 
the truth by the best arguments they can find, and 
the tutor defends it and assists the respondent.— 
There is a certain wantonness of wit in youth, and 
A pleasing ambition of victory, which works in a 
young warm spirit, much stronger than a desire 
of truth. There is a strange delight in baffling the 
_ respotident, and it grows bigger sensibly, if we 
ean put the president to a puede or a stand. Phe 
argument which is so sued ful, relishes better on 
the lips of the young opponent, and he begins to 
think that it is solid and unangwerable : . Surely 
my tutor's opinion can hardly be true; and 
* though I thought I was put on the defence of a 
« false docttine, yet since I have found so good 
* an argument for it, I can bard! ybelieye i it false. 
Then his invention works pn to strengthen his sug- 
picion, and at last he firmly believes the opinion 
he sought for. Often have I been in danger of 


buch delusions as these, and feel myself too ready 
to submit to them now. Even a closet, and re- 
tirement, and our coolest meditations, are liable 
to these secret sophistries. Upon the first sight of 
an qhection against our arguments, our thoughts 
are strangely hurried away to ransack the brain for 
a reply, and we tortute our invention to make our 
side have the last word, before we call in cool 
judgment calmly to decide the difference; and 
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thus from a hot defence of our own reasonings, 


we unimaginably slide into a cordial defence of the 
cause. | 


Miscels Thoughts, p. 190. 


37 —ͤů — 


CHRIS PLAN. REVEL ATION SUPERIOR 10 
HUMAN REASON. 


E Christian revelation has a vast preference 


above the mege principle of human reason, in that 


its motives are more numerous and powerful be- 
yond all comparison. And if the motives to re- 
ligion, which our reasonings powers can propose, 
may be called sufficient to equal, or rather to ex- 
ceed, all temptations to vice and impiety, because 
in the balance of reagon they appear more weighty, 


then the principles and motives of Christianity 


must be more abundantly sufficient, because, with 


an infinite -uper-atundance, they out-weigh all 


the temptations of flesh and sin, when put into 
the same balance of reason. 


And on the other hand, if the motives of the 
gospel, numerous and powerful as they are, prove 
ineffectual to many thousands that hear them, 
surely the motives of mere reason, which are much 
fewer and feebler, ate very insufficient in com- 
paxison with those of revelation, | f 


* and Weakness of Hum. Rabin p. —7. 
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r 
REASON ALONE NOT SUFFICIENT ro PROCURE 
TO MANKIND WISDOM AND BLESSEDNESS. 
IF reason bas only such a remote and specula- 
tive sufficiency, to guide and conduct mankind to 
happiness in a way of religion, if there are so very 
few (if any) who were never guided and conducted 
by it alone to happineſs, then there is a most % 
dent necessſty of brighter light, clearer discoveries 
of duty, stronger motives and assistances, superior 
to what reason can furnish us with, to make man- 
kind truly wise and blessed; and this light and 


| ben motives, and assistances, are eminently to 
be found in the religion of Christ. 


Strength and Weak. of Hum, Reason, Pe 165 
; 8 - 


— " _ 


: DECENCY. 
THAT i is decent, which is pens to our 


State, condition or circumstances, whether it be 
in behaviour, discourse, or action. | 


* Logic, p. 265 


GRADUAL PROGRESS OF THE GOUPEL, 


THIS gospel was not revealed at once ii its all 
glory to mankind, There have been several editions 


re 
p 
f 
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of! it, or gradual discoveries of this grace in all the 
former ages of the world. 


As soon as ever Adam ha@sinned, and ruined 
himself and his posterity too, by laying the foun- 
dation of their sin and misery, it pleased God to 
publish this gospel by the promise of a Saviour, 
when he told our mother Eve, that her seed 
should bruise the head of the serpent”” that had 
deceived her, Gen, iii. 15. This, by our divines, 
is generally called the first gospel; for in the 
modern language of the New Testament it signifies 
that Jesus Christ should come into this world 
* to destroy the works of the devil.” nz iii. 8 


Doubtless Noah, the second father of mankind, 

had some farther diseoveries made to him, when 
the rainbow was appointed as the seal of a gracious 
covenant betwixt God and man: for the very 
promise of the continuance of the comfortable 
seasons of the year, being given to manin a WAY 


of mercy, do imply that God would not be irre- 
concileable to his fallen creatures, Nor can we 


xeasonably suppose but that Adam and Noah, and 


all those most ancient patriarchs,. had larger ex- 


plicatio ns and comments of the first promise given 
5 than Moses bas recorded. 


The gosſ el was renewed by revelations made 
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to Abraham, when the Messiah, -the Saviour, 
was promised to spring out of his famil * In 
6 thy seed shall all the nations of the earth be 


* blessed. Which Promise is expressly called 


the gospel. Gal. iii. 8. There was also a type or 
pattern of our justification by faith in the way of 


the gospel, when Abraham believed God'' in 


his promises, &c. it was imputed to him for 
a e, Rom. v. 3. 


a Moses had a much larger discovery of the grace 
and mercy of God toward sinful man made to him, 


and to the Jews by him, than all the patriarchs 
put together : and this was not only done in the 


types, and figures, and ceremonies, not only in 
altars, sactifices, washings, sprinklings, purifica- 
tions, and in their redemption from Egypt, their 
miraculous salvations in the Wilderness, and their 
safe conduct to Canaan, the land of promised 
rest : but he had many literal and express revela- 


tions of pardoning and sanctifyi Ying grace, which 
are scattered up and down in the five books which 
he wrote, and which he gave to the children of 
Israel to direct their religion. This is also called 


the gospel. Heb. iv. 2. Te then was the 


„ gospel preached as well as unto us, as those 


words ought to be translated. This same gospe! 


= afterwards confirmed, illustrated and enlarged 


I 
| 
| 
| 
| 
b 
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by succeeding prophets in the several ages of the 
Jewish church. 


But God, who at n times, and in di 
« vers manners spake this gospel . to our fathers 
« by the propbets, has in these latter days“ 
published the same to us in a brighter manner, 
% by his Son Jesus, the promised Saviour, — 
Heb. i. 1. And since the death and resurrection 
of Christ, the apostles being sent by their exalted 
Lord, have given yet plainer and fuller declara- 
tions of this gospel to the children of men. 


And upon this account it is several times called 
the gospel of Christ, not only because the offices 
and grace of Christ run through the hole of it, 


but also because the clearest discovele of it are 


made to the world by Chtist, and by his 1 


the apostles. 


Now from this last d fullest revelation of it in 


the New Testament, we may derive a fuller and 
more perfect knowledge of the gospel than all the 


former ages could attain. Hereby we learn that 
the gospel is a promise of salvation from sin and 
* hell, by the death, righteousness, andgrace of 
our Lord Jesus Christ, to every one that is sin- 
s cerely willing to accept of it by coming to 
« Christ, or trusting in him; and it includes 
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also * the promised aid of the Holy Spirit to those 
„ who seek it, to enable them to receive this sal- 


his e 4 


— 


«« vation, and to fit them for the final possession of 
* the promised glory.” It includes also the 
« revelation of the future reſurrection, and laſt 
I judgment, and eternal life. To this end did 


| the Son of God come into the world, that who- 
* goever believes on him should not perish, but 


** have everlasting life.” John iii. 16. 
Eg Orthodoxy and inen p. 2» 


R 


THE GREAT DESIGN. OF OUR SAVIOUR' 8 
N N aa * 


- THE giest fovien of our Saviour in his public 


appearance and ministry upon earth, was to prove 
himself to wear the true characters of the Messiah, 


to deliver the Jews from many false .expositions 


and glosses, which the Sgribes and Pharisees of 
that day had given to sevEral parts of scripture, to 


lead the world to a conviction of their sins, and 


thereby to prepare them to receive the doctrines of 
sal vation with more zeal and desire; whereas the 
salvation itself, and the manner whereby i it was ac- 


complished, was but briefly mentioned in some 


few texts, and the rest was left to be explained by 


20 
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ADV ICE WITH RESPECT To PREACHING THE 


| * GOSPEL. 


1 ff « : ” 6 — 
SOME : may think it the duty ng business of the 


day to teraporize, .and by preaching the gospel a 
little more conformably to natural religion, in a 


mere rational or legal form, to bring it down as 
near as may be to their scheme, that we may 
gain them to hear and approve it, or at least that 


bs may not offend them. But I am rather of 


opinion, that we should in such a day stand up for 
the defence of the gospel in the full glory of its 


most important doctrines, and in the full freedom 


of its grace; that we should preaeh it in its 


divinest and most evangelical form, that the cross 
of Christ, by the promised power of the Spirit, 
may vanquish the vain reasonings of men, and 


and that this despised doctrine, triumphing in the 


conversion of souls, may confound the wise and 


the mighty, and silence the disputers of this world. 
This was the bold and glorious method St. Paul 


took at Corinth, where learning and reason and 


philosophy flourished in pride; but they yielded 
several trophies of victory to the preaching of the 
cross, Paul could use the“ wisdom of words, 
whenever he had occasion for it, and had the 
* excellency of speech“ at command when he 
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pleased: this appears in several parts of his writ- 


| ings ; ; yet in his sermons at Corinth, he disclaimed 


it all, and determined to know nothing among 
them but Christ, and him crucified.” 1 Cor, 
Us 2. | e 


4 Orthodoxy and Christianity, p. 97. 
ORTHODOX AND CHRISTIANITY. 


LET our conversation be uch as becomes the 
gospel in every form of it, whether absolute or 


conditional. Let our close walking with God be 


exemplary and instructive, that men may see our 
religion as Well as hear it, and all may confess that 


while we preach the gospel, we, are zealous ob- 


servers of the law. Let us maintain upon our on 
hearts a sweet and honourable sense of the riches 


of free grace in Christ, together with a tender sense 

3 of the eyil of sin, and a lively delight in holiness, 
that the daily experience of our own souls, and 
our inward christianity which is taught us, and 


wrought in us by the Spirit of God, may instruct 


us ROY to preach to others. 


Orthodoxy. and Christianity, b. 99: 


i | 
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TER EXPEDIENCY OF ENGAGING THE AF. 
FECTIONS- OF THE LOWER CLASSES _.. 
| OF MANKIND. 


GOD designed us todwell here in ſuch a wretched 
world, and J grant it is no small part of our ſtate of 
trial: but to alleviate our unhappineſs, he has ming- 


led in the mass of mankind some finer veins, some 


more intellectual and unprejudiced spirits, in whose 
conversation we may find suitable delight, and plea- 
sures worthy of the rational nature. Why should 
not we suppose there are many other minds as hap- 
pily turned as our own, and of superior size, and 
more divine temper ? All men haye not been 
blessed with our advantages, yet their native feli- 


city of thought may transcend ours. And as for 
the reſt, God has ordained it our duty to associate 


with them for valuable ends and purposes in his 
providence, which regard both them and us. It 
is our business to endeayour to perzuade them to 
lay aside their mistaken notions, to remove all the 
biasses of error from their judgment, to quench 
their indignation against men of differeat opinions, 
and to enlarge their narrow souls, though we find 
it a difficult work. I have often seen what you 


complain of, and have been ready to conclude 
| K 
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that when we have to do with vulgar souls, we 


should not lavish away our 99 to convince 
them of innocent misakes in matters of small im- 
portance, but only lay out our thoughts to rectify 


their notions in things that regard their present or 
future welfare. And when we reflect, how very 
impotent and low are the capacities of some igno- 
rant creatures that we have to do with, how short 
their reasonings, how few their advantages to im- 
prove their minds, how uncapable their judgments 
are of growing up to a solid and mature state by our 
utmost cultivation, and how unable their minds are 
in many cases to discern and distinguish truth; I 


| have been tempted to persuade myself, it is not a 
dishonest policy to engage their affections a little. 
. | Fknow well, that the passions were never made to 


judge of truth; but if we find persons who will 
never judge by any other rule, 1 would make en- 
quiry whether we might not in some cases honestly 


- make use of this. If we find that affection is the 


great gate of entrance into the judgments of the 


multitude, and reason is but like the back-door, 
or some meaner avenue, and seldom opened to let 


in any doctrine ; may we not thence infer, that 
the softer arts of winning upon men, are to be 


studied by us as well as hard arguments. 


Miscel. Thoughts, p 195 


THE BEAUTIES OF DR. WATTS. 9 


LIBERTY OF PRAYER. | 
INDEED in the use of forms, * is no nocd 


of binding ourselves to a whole page together, as it 


stands in the book. In the name of God, let us 
stand fast in our Christian liberty, and mhintain a 
just fteedom of soul in our addresses to heaven; 
let us change, enlarge, or contract, let us add or 
omit, according to our peculiar sentiments, or our 
present frame of spirit. Mr. Jenks, a pious divine 


of the Church of England, has written an excellent 


treatise on the Liberty of Prayer, which I dare 
recommend to every sort of reader. But when we 
find the temper, the wants and the wishes of our 


hearts so happily expressed in the words of the 


composer, as that we know not how to frame other 


words so suitable and so expressive of our own 
present state and case, why should we not address 
our God and our Saviour in this borrowed language: 8 


I confess, indeed, when long custom has induced 


a sort of flatness into these sounds, how happily 


soever the words might be at first chosen, then per. 


haps we shall want something new and various to 


keep nature awake to the devotion. Or if we still 


confine ourselves entirely to the forms we read, and 
forbid our spirits to exert their own pious senti- 
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ments, we turn these engines of holy elevation 


into clods and fetters. But when christians make 
a prudent use of them, they have frequently ex- 


— 


A 


| dull and heavy hout i in the closet has been relieved 


by the use of such devout composures of mingled 
meditation and prayer; and many a dry and barren 
heart has been enabled to offer up the first fruits of 
a sweet sacrifice to God in the words of another 
man. The fire of devotion has been kindled by 
| the help of some serious and pathetic forms, and 
the spirit of the worshipper, which has been strait- 
ened and bound up in itself, bas found a blessed re- 
lease by the pen of some pious writer. The wings 
of the soul have been first expanded toward God 
and heaven by some happy turn of fervent 'and 
holy language; she has been lifted up by this as- 
sistance above the earth and mortality; then she 
Vas given herself a more unconfined and various 
flight in the upper regions, she has traversed the 
heavenly world, she has felt herself within the cir- 
dle of divine attraction, and has dwelt an hour 


wih God. 


Mliscel. Thoughts, p. 207. 
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RULE FOR 'THE IMPROVEMENT. OF THE 
REASONING FACULTIES. 


Accusrou youtselves to clear and distinct 


ideas, to evident propositions, to strong and con- 
vincing arguments. Converse much with those 
men, and those books, and those parts of learning, 
where you meet with the greatest clearness of 
thought, and force of reasoning, The mathema= 
tical sciences, & particularly arithmetic, geometry, 


and mechanics, abound with these advantages 


and if there were nothing valuable in them for the 
uses of human life, yet the very Speculative parts 
of this sort of learning are well worth our study: ; 
for by per petual examplesthey teach us to conceive 
with clearness, to connect our ideas and proposi= 


tions in a train of dependence, to reason with 
strength and demonstration, and to distinguish 


between truth and falshood. Something of these 
sciences should be studied by every man who pre- 
tends to learning, and that, as Mr, Locke expresses 
it, .** not so much as to make us mathematicians 7 
as to make us reasonable creatures.” | 


We should gain such a familiarity with evidence 


of * and force of reas oning, and get such 
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PIE, has of discerning clear truths, that the mind | 
may be soon offended with obscurity and con- 
fusion: then we shall, as it were, naturally and 
With ease restrain our minds from rash judgment, 
before we attain just eyidence of the proposition i. 
"which i is offered to us; and we shall with the same 
ease, and, as it were, naturally seize and embrace 
TAY 5 chat! is proposed with just evidence. 


| 


+8 | This habit of conceiving clearly, of Judging ; 
" y, and of reasoning well, is not to be attained 


merely by the happiness of constitution, the 
btightness of genius, the best natural parts, or the 


= best collection of logical precepts : it is custom and 
3 practice that must form this habit. We must ap- 
ply ourselves to it till we perform all this readily, 
and without reflecting on rules. A coherent 

185 thinker, and a strict reasoner, is not to be made at 
once by a set of rales, any more than a good 
painter or musician may be performed extempore 


8 by an excellent lecture on music or painting. It 
18 of infinite i importance therefore i in our younger 
= years to be taught both the value and the practice 


of conceiving clearly and reasoning right; for when 
we are grown up to the middle of life, or past it, it 
is no wonder we should not learn good reasoning, 
any more than that an ignorant clown Should not 
able to learn fine language, e or courtly 
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behaviour, when his rustic airs have grown up with. 


him till the age of forty. 


For want of this eare, some persons of rank and 
education | dwell all their days among obscure 
ideas; they conceive and judge always in confu- 
sion, they take weak arguments for demonstration, 


they are led away with the disguises and shadows 


of truth. Now if such persons happen to have a 


bright imagination, a volability of speech, and 


copiousness of language, they not only impose 
many errors upon their own understandings, but 
they stamp the image of their own mistakes upon 
their neighbours also, and Spread their errors 


abroad, 
*1 | Logic, p. 326. 


— Nenn bee 
ADVICE ON THE SUBJECT OF A 1GUMENT:. 


BE not so solicitous about the number as the 


weight of your arguments, especially in proving 
any proposition that admits of natural certainty, 


or of complete demonstration. Many times we 
do injury to a cause by dwelling upon trifling ar- 
guments. We amuse our hearers with uncertain- 


ties, by multiplying the number of feeble teason- 
ings, before we mention those which are more sub- 


stantial, eonclusive, and convincing. And toe 
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often we yield up our own assent to mere probable 
arguments, where certain proofs may be obtained, 


Tati, * 332. 


Labour in all your arguings to enlighten the 
understanding, as well as to conquer and captivate 
the judgment. Argue · in such a manner as may 

give a natural, distinct, and solid knowledge of 

things to your hearers, as well as to force their 
aasent by a mere de proof of the question. 


"Logie,”p. 334+ 


5 5 8 e e eee | . 
| EXCELLENT USE OF SIMILITUDES. | 


-- SIMILITUDES and allusions have oftentimes 
a very happy influence to explain some difficult 
truth, and to render the idea of it familiar and 
eas y. Where che resemblance is just and accurate, 
the influence of a simile may proceed 80 far as to 

shew the possibility of the thing in question: but 
similitudes must not be taken as 2 solid proof of 
- the truth or existence of those things to which they 
have a tesemblance. A too great deference paid 
to similitudes, or an utter rejection of them, seem 
to be two extremes and ought to be avoided. The 
late ingenious Mr. Locke, even in his enquiries 
after truth, makes a great use of similies for fre- 
quent illustration, and i is Very happy in the inven- 
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mistake them for conclusive arguments. 


pursue business with innocence and success. 


tleman of considerable character in the sacred pro- 
fession; and after he had consulted with his 
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tion of them, though be warns us also lest we - 


Vet let it be noted here, that a parable, or a 1 
imilitade used by any author, may give a. suffi- 4 
cient proof of the true sense and meaning of that | 
author, provided that he draw not this similitude = 
beyond the scope and design for which it was | 
brought : as when our Saviour 5 2. . Rev. 3 Ill, 
3. I will come unto thee as a thief; this will 
plainly prove that he describes the unexpectedn £58 
of his appearance, though it is by no means to be 
drawn to signify any injustice in his design. — 

Logic, p· 336. 


EN TRANCE CEO THE woRID. | 


 CURINO was a young man brought up to a 
reputable trade; the term of his apprenticeship was 
almost expired; and he was contriving how he 
might venture into the world with safety, and 
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Among his near kindred, Serenus was one, a gen- 


father, who was a merchant of great esteem-and 
experience, he also thought fit to seek a word 
of advice from the divine; Serenus had such a 


* 
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respect for his young. kinsman, that he set his 
thought at work on this subject, and with some 
tender expressions, which ravited the youth into 
5 tears, he put into his hand a paper of his best 
counsels. Curino entered upon business, purs ued 
his employment with uncommon advantage, and 
under the blessing of heaven advanced himself to 
'A considerable estate. He lived with honour in 
the world, and gave a lustre to the religion which 
he professed ; and after a long life of piety and 


: usefulness, he died with a sacred composure of 
soul, undet the influences of the Christian hope. 


Some of his neighbours wondered at his felicity i in 
this world, joined with so much innocence, and 
such severe virtue. But after his death this paper 
was found in his closet, which was drawn up by 
his kinsman in holy orders, and was supposed to 
have a large share in procuring his happiness. 


„„ „„ 


ADVICES TO A YOUNG MAN. 


„ I. KINSMAN, 1 presume you dine to be 
bappy here, and hereafter; you know there are 
a thousand difficulties which attend this pursuit; 


some of them perhaps you foresee, but there are 
multitudes which you could never think of. Never 
trust therefore to your own understanding in the 
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things of this world, where you can have the 
advice of a wise and faithful friend; nor dare ven- 
ture the most important concerns of your soul, 


and your eternal interests in the world to come, 
upon the mere light of nature, and the dictates of 


your own reason; since the word of God, and the 
advice of heaven, lies in your hands. Vain and 
thoughtless indeed are those children of pride, 
who choose to turn Heathens in the midst of 
Great Britain; who live upon the mere religion 
of nature and their own stock, when they have 
been trained up among all the superior advantages 
of Christianity, and the blessings of divine reve- 
lation and grace. | 


* 


II. Whatsoever your circumstances may be in 
this world, still value your Bible as your best 
treasure; and whatsoever be your employment 


here, still look upon religion as your best business. 
Vour Bible contains eternal life in it, and all the 
riches of the upper world; and religion is the only 


way to become a poss essor of them. 


III. To direct your carriage towards God, con- 


verse particularly with the book of Psalms: David 


was a man of sincere and eminent devotion. To 
behave aright among men, acquaint yourself with 


the whole book of Proverbs : Solomon was a man 


* 
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of large experience and wisdom. And to perfect 


your directions i in both these, read the Gospels and 
the Epistles: you will find the best of rules and 


_ © the best of examples there, and those more im- 


mediately suited to the Christian life. 


IV. As a man, maintain strict temperance and 


sobriety, by a wise government of your appetites 


and passions; : as a neighbour, influence and en- 
gage all around you to be your friends, by a temper 


and carriage made up of prudence and goodness; 
and let the poox have a certain share in all your 


yearly profits. As a trader, keep that golden 
sentence of our Saviour's ever before you, 


6 Whatsoever you would that men should do unto 
« you, do vou also unto them.” ; 


V. While you make the precepts, of Scripture 
the constant rule of your. duty, you may with 


| courage rest upon the promises of Scripture as the 


springs of your encourage ment. All divine assis- 


tances and divine recompences are contained in 


them. The spirit of light and grace is promised 
to assist them that ask it. Heaven and glory are 
promised to e the faithful and the obedient. 


VI. In every affair of life, begin with God.— 
Cossult bim in every thing that concerns you. 


75 Viech as the author of all your blessings, and 
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all your hopes, as your. best friend and your eternal 

| WW portion. Meditate on him in this view, with a 
1 continual renewal of your trust in him, and a daily 
surrender of yourself to him, till you feel that you 

love him most entirely, that vou serve him with 


W 


never think you know Christ nor yourself as you 
ought, till you find a daily need of him for | 
righteousnes and strength, for pardon and sancti- 
fication ; and let him be your constant introducer 
to the Great God, though he sit upon a throne of 
grace. Remember his own words, John xiy. 6. 
No man cometh to the Father but by me.“ 


1 sincere delight, and that you cannot live a day 

g without God in 1 the world. | 

i VII. You know yourself to be a man, an indi- | , 
r gent creature and a sinner, and you profess to be a 
1 a Christian, a disciple of that blessed Jesus: but 
r 4 
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VIII. Make prayer a pleasure and not a task, 
and then you will not forget nor omit it. If ever 

you have lived in a praying family, never let it be 

your fault if you do not live in one always. — 
Believe that day, that hour, or those minutes, to ; 
be all wasted and lost, which any worldly preten- 
ces would tempt you to save out of the public A 
worship of the church, the certain and constant 
| duties of the closet, or any necessary services for 


i 
L | 
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God and godliness. Beware lest a blast attend it, 
and not a blessing. If God had not reserved one 
day in seven to himself, I fear religion would have 
been lost out of the world; and every day of the 
week is exposed to a curse that has no morning 
religion. | | 


IX. See that you wathch and labour, as well 
as pray. Diligence and dependence must be 
united in the practice of every Christian. It is the 
same wise man acquaints us, that the hand of the 
diligent, and the blessing of the Lord, join together 
to make us rich, Prov. x. 4, 22, rich in the 
treasures of body or mind, of time or eternity. 


It is your duty indeed, under a sense of your 
own weakness, to pray daily against sin; but if 
you would effectually avoid it, you must also 
avoid temptation, and every dangerous opportunity. 
Set a double guard wheresoever you feel or suspect 
an enemy at hand. The world without, and the 
heart within, have so much flattery and deceit in 

them, that we must keep a sharp eye upon both, 
lest we are trapt into mischief between them. 


X. Honour, profit, and pleasure, have been 
sometimes called the world's Trinity, they are its 
three chief idols; each of them is sufficient to 
draw a soul off from God, and ruin it for ever 


* 
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Beware of them therefore and of all their subtle 


insinuations, if you would be innocent or happy. 


| Remember that the honour which comes from 


God, the approbation of heaven, and of your 


own conscience, are infinitely of more yalue than 
all the esteem or applause of men. Dare not ven- 
ture one step out of the road of heaven, for fear of 
being laughed at for walking strictly in it. It is a 
poor religion that cannot stand against a jest. 


Sell not your hopes of heavenly. treasures, nor 
any tlitng that belongs to your eternal interest, for 


any of the advantages of the present life- What 


« shall it profit a man to gain the whole world, 
and lose his own soul?“ 


Remember also the words of the wise man, 
He that loveth pleasure shall be a poor man;“ 
he that indulges himself in wine and oil,“ that 
is in drinking, iN feasting, and in sensual gratifi- 
cations, ** shall not be rich.” It is one of St. 
Paul's characters of a most degenerate age, when 
men become lovers of pleasure more that lovers 
* of God.“ And that“ fleshly lusts war against 


«the soul,“ is St. Peter's cayeat to the Christians 


of his time. 


4 
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XI. Preserve your conscience always soft and 
sensible. If but one sin force its way into that 


tender part of the soul, and dwell easy there, the 
road is paved for a thousand iniquities. 


And take heed that under any scruple, doubt or 
temptation whatsoever, you never let any reason- 


ings satisfy your conscience, which will not be a 
sufficient ans wer or apology to the great Judge at 
the last day. 


N j 


XII. Keep this thought ever in your mind. Tt 
is a world of vanity Sat vexation in which you 
live; the flatteries and promises of it are vain and 


| deceitful ; prepare therefore to meet disappoint- 
ments. Many of its occurrences are teazing and 


vexatious. In every ruffling storm without, pos- 
sess your spirit in patience, and let all be calm and 
serene within. Clouds and tempests are only 
found i in the lower skies; the heavens above are 
ever bright and clear. Let your heart and hope 


_ dwell much in: these serene regions; ; live as a 


stranger here on earth, but as a citizen of heaven, 
if you will maintain , 


XIII. N Since in many things we offend all, 
and there is not a day passes which is perfectly 


free from sin, let repentance towards God, and 
faith in our Lord Jesus Christ, be your daily 


— } 4 
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work. A frequent renewal of these exercises 


which make a christian at first, will be a constant 
evidence of your sincere Christianity, and give 


5 you peace in life, and hope in death. 


XIV. Ever carry about with you such a sense 
of the uncertainty of every thing in this life, and 
of life itself, as to put nothing off till to-morrow, 
which you can conveniently do to-day. Dilatory 


persons are frequently exposed to surprize and 


hurry 1 in every. thing that belongs to them : the 
time is come, and they are unprepared. Let the 
concerns of your soul and your shop, your trade 


and your religion, lie always in such order, as far 


as possible, that death, at a short warning, may 
be no occasion of a disquieting tumult in your 


spirit, and that you may escape the anguish of a 


bitter repentance i in a dying bour. Farewel. 


Phronimus, a considerable East-land merchant, 


happened upon a copy of these advices about the 


time when he permitted his son to commence a 


partnershi p with him in his trade; he transcribed 
| them with his own hand, and made a present of 
them to the youth, together with the articles of 


partnership. Here, young man, said he, is a 


you of more worth than these articles, Read 11 


n 
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over once a month, till it is wrought in your very 
soul and temper. Walk by these rules, and I can 
trust my estate in your hands. Copy out these 
cCounsels in your life, and you will make me 

and yourself easy and happy. 


Miscel. Thoughts, p- 235. 


A MN 


| AGAINST INDULGING THE ANGRY PASSIONS. 


"TAKE care of giving up the reins entirely to 


an angry passion, though it pretend sin for its 
object, lest it ran to an ungovernable excess. It 
is St; Tul's counsel, “ Be angry, and sin not.“ 


Ephes: \ iv. 26. 50 hard it is. to be angry without 
sinning. It was a happy comparison (Whosoever 1 
first invented it) that the passions of our Saviour 
- were like pure water in a clear glass; shake it 
never 80 much, and it is pure ſtill; there was no 
: defilement i in his holy soul by the warmest agita- 
tion of all those powers of his animal nature; but 
- Ours are like water with mud at the bottom, 1 and 
we can scarce Shake the glass with the gentlest 
motion, but the mud arises, and diffuses itself 
abroad, pollvting both the water and the vessel. 
9 5 Our irascible pnsions can scarcely be indulged a 


moment, bet they are ready to defile the whole 
W e 


Mice, Thanghts, P- 161. 


* 
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Where the mere appearance of an angry passion 
will attain the same end, I would not chose to 
give myself the trouble and inquietude of feeling a 
real ne. Why should I suffer my blood and 
spirits to rise into disorder, if the picture of anger 
in my countenance, and the sound of it imitated 
in my voice, will effectually diſcourage and re- 


prove the voice I would forbid ? If L am but wiſe 


enough to raiſe the appearance of resentment, I 
need not be at the pains to throw myself into this 
uneasy ferment. Is it not better for me, as a man 


and a Christian, to maintain a calm, and sedate 


aversion to sin, and express my dishke of it, 
sometimes at least, rather by a counterfeit than 
real anger. If hypoerisy be lawful any where, 
nicely it may be allowed in this case to dissemble. 


| Misoel. TW P 10 


| ——— 


THE REASON OF OUR SAVIOUR SPEAKING IN 
_ PARABLES. 


SINCE these expressions of our Saviour con- 


cerning,* * eating his flesb and drinking his blood,” 
sound very harsh and absurd in the literal sense 
of them, we must then seek out the plainest and 
truest figurative sense: now this is very near at 


hand, and might be obvious to those among them 


who had read. the Jewish prophets with care. 


— 
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When he tells them that the ** living "WEE 1s his 
« flesh, which he gives for the life of the World,“ 
John iv. 51. it give an intimation that his flesh or 


body was to be broken oridie as a proper sacrifice 
of atonement ſor our guilt, which deserved death; 
which was not proper to be spoken too publiely 


and plainly in his life-time: and further, that his 
blood was to be shed for the remission of our sins, 
and to procure life ſor us: and that we must not 


only receive his doctrine, but we must trust in him 
for our remission, and feed upon this sacrifice by 
_ - faith, as the Jews eat part of their sacrifices ; and | 
that we must live upon it by trusting therein.— 


And since the Messiah was foretold to be made an 
offering for sin by the prophets, and since feeding 


upon 8in-offerings was common to the Jewish re- 


ligion, Lev. vi. 25, 26, the thoughtful hearers 
might arrive at something of the sense and mean- 
ing of our Saviour" s meaning in this figurative 
language. „ ᷑ œÄ -!! On an 3 


But suppose the 275 So be first spake it 


could not well understand him, consider they! had 
abused his demon, and derided bis docirine, and 
having $0 far rejected the light, they deserved to 


be left in darkness, amidst figures and parables, as 


; — Clujat himself declares, Mark i iv. 3 2. 


4 add * further, * are denen ding which 


. = 
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Christ in his life-time spake in prophetic or para- 
bolical language, for this reason, as I before hinted, 
that they were not fit and psoper to be spoken too 
plainly at that season; but he left the expressions 
to be explained by the events. Phe death of Christ, 
which was not far off, and the ministry of the 
apostles quickly afterward representing his death as 
a propitiation for our sins, gave us a plain clew to 
lead us into the sense of Christ in these figurative 
and prophetic speeches, all which are se bappily ac- 


commodable to these ideas and doctrines of Christ's 


atonement for sin, and our faith therein, as gives 

much satisfaction to the thinking reader, that they 

were designed and intended hereby. 
Redeemer and Sancti ſier, p. 17. 


ON THE. SACRIFICE--OF. OUR BLESSED = 
| © REDEEMER. | 


TO me it is evident as the sun- beams, that 


while the New Testament restores natural religion 


to us in the brightest and fairest light, and lays the 
strongest obligations on us to perform all the duties 


of it; yet it still supposes the impossibility of our 
salvation thereby, through our own incapacity to 
perform these duties perfectly; and therefore it 


sets forth to our view the blessed sacrifice of the 
Son of God, which is the only true and proper 


"x 


' 
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| "gacrifice for our sins. Nor does it set this atone- 


ment in the room of our endeavours after inward 
religion and real virtue, but in the room of all other 
sacrifices whatsoever, whether Jewish or Gentile. 
As for all the Jewish offerings, they were but ap- 


pointed types of the sacrifice of Christ, and could 
never really atone for the sins of mankind against 


God as ruler of the world. And the sacrifices of 


the Gentiles, what were they, but substitutions 
and offerings of beasts or men upon their altars, 
zuch as God never appointed, and therefore would 
never accept, either as real atonements, or as 
figures of the true propitiation and atonement. This 
is the most evident sense of St. Paul, in Rom. viii. 


13. There is no condemnation to them who 


« are in Christ Jesus, i. e. who trust in him as 
the medium of their pardon, and e who walk not 
, after the flesh, but after the Spirit, i. e. who 
live holy lives : what the law could not do in 
that it was weak, and unable to jusify us through 
© the flesh, i. e. through our inability to perform 
it, God has done this by“ sending his own Son 
& in the likeness of sinful flesh, and a sacrifice for 


| « gin, (as tis in the Greek) has condemned i in the 


flesh, &c. and thus made a way through his 


sacrifice of atonement for our Justfication and 
oanctification, e Se. 


— 
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But lest the force and significancy of an y of these 
seriptures should be lost for want of a true idea of 


what I mean by a proper and complete atone- 
« ment made for the sins of men „ I would here 


give some general explication 'of what I intend by 
the word. I don't pretend to such accuracy and 
exactness of definition, as might be expected from 
a civilian, or a divine “; but I would speak what 
I take to be the common sense of the thinking part 


of mankind in this matter, and more particularly 


the sense of the Writers of the Old and New 
Testament. 


B y atonement for sin therefore, Ido not mean 
any such thing as shall in a proper and literal sense 
appease the wrath of God, the offended Governor, 
which is supposed to be kindled against his sinful 
creatures, and shall incline his heart to mercy, 


which was before determined upon vengeance z 


for though this doctrine may be sometimes repre- 
sented after the manner of men, yer this is an idea 
or supposition in many respects inconsistent with 
the attcibutes and actions of the blessed God, and 


* The author does not speak here in his own character of a 


clergyman: in the preface to the work from which this extract 


is made, he says, (Let it be remembered that this book is but 
« a sort of conyersation- -piece among a paces private friends, who 


pretend not to thelogical accuracies,” 
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with the doctrine of the New Testament. In Fat 


book God represents himself as rich in mercy,” 
and for this reason he pitied Sinful creatures, who 


had broken his law, and had degerved to die, be- 


fore he had received any atonement ; and there- I 


fore God himself provided and sent his own Son to 


become a sacrifice and atonement, and a ransom 
for them; he appointed him to be a surery for us, 


„the just and the unjust, and to suffer death in 
the room and stead of sinners. 


B y the words atonement or propitiation, I mean 
therefore some toilsomeand painful thing to be done 
or suffered, or both, by Jesus Christ the Son of 


God, in the room and stead of sinful men, as a 


penance or punishment on the account of their sins; 
and this by the wise and righteous appointment of 


God the universal Governor, shall excuse the pe- 


nitent offender from the punishment that was due, 


. and obtain his pardon, because it shall give a re- 


compence to the authority of the divine lawgiver 
for the affront which Was put upon him by the sins 
of men, and shall make some reparation of honour 
to his holy law which was broken. And this is 
not only intended to manifest the evil nature and 
the desert of sin, together with God's batred of it; 


but it shall also answer the demand and design of 
the threatening by such actual pain or punishment, 
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though tis laid on the surety instead of the offen- 


der; and thus it may secure the law from being 
wilfully broken, in time to come, as effectually as 


if the offenders themselves had been punished. 


Such a pain, penance, or punishment are the hu- 
miliation and sufferings of Jesus Christ, his labours, 


and sorrows: and 'tis in this sense that the lan- 
guage of expiation or atonemeat, of propitiation 


and ransom, is so often used. Dis in this sense 
that he was said to become a sacrifice for us to 


bear our sins on his own body on the tree, and 


or a sin offering for us, Who 
* knew no Sin himself in this sense he is 058 


* tobe made oo, 


to be ec made a curse, and suffer death for us, 
and to * redeem us from jt” thereby, because the 


law. curses every sinner, and pronounces death 


upon him. Now by these appointed sufferings of | 
the Son of God, in the room and stead of sinful 


men, there i is an honourable amends made to the 


Governor of the world forthe violation of his law, © 


and a glorious way made for the exercise of mercy 


in the paces of the sinner; and that without any 


Christ, after he became our surety, was not, nor could be 


delivered from those sorrows which wefe the punishment of our 


Sins, he being as our explatory sactifice, not only on the occasion 
of our sins, but in our stead, to bear the punishment of our 
i iquity. JH hitby en Hob. v. 3. : 


A 


ak, 


122 THE BEAUTIES OF DR. WATTS. 

imputation of reflection upon the holiness of God's 
nature and conduct, or any suspicion of the justice 
of his government, as if he would connive at sin; 
since he discovers & declares, that in his passing by 
all the 8ins of his people in former ages, and in 
pardoning and justiſying“ sinners now * who 
believe in Christ, be will manifest justice or 


5 0 


righteoushess by requiring such a sacrifice whereby 
sin shall be punished, though the sinner be spated. 


This is the plain meaning of the apostle, Rom. ili. 
24, 25, 26, Being justified freely by his grace, 
<< through the redemption that is in Jesus Christ, 
whom God hath set forth to be a propitiation 
*« through faith in his blood, to declare his Tight- 
= eousness for the remission of sins that are past, 
through the forbearance of God: to declare, 1 

4 say, at this time his righteousness, that he 
might be just, 855 the justifier of him that be- 
« lieveth in Jesus: which text our fathers have 
ever thought an unanswerable proof as well as a 
clear explication of this doctrine. Ahd I think 
there is abundant reason in scripture for us to sup- 


port this sentiment of our fathers, though all the 
modern writers should agree to oppose it. 


Redeemer and Sanctifeer,” p. 27. 


tle reſtraint or dela 
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CURIOSITY TO BE ENCOURAGED. IN YOUNG 
r 


CURIOSITY | is a uſeful ſpring of knowledge : 2 


it ſhould be encouraged | in children, and awakened 
by frequent and beef methods of talking with 


them. It ſhould be indulged in youth, but not 


without a prudent moderation. Inthoſe who have 
too much it ſhould be limited by a wiſe and gen- 
t by wandering after every 
thing, they learn nothing to perfection. In thoſe 
who have too little, it ſhould be excited, left they 
grow ſtupid, narrow-ſpirited, ſelf- ſatisfied, and 


never attain a treaſure of ideas; or an e, of 


underſtanding. 1 
9 W, orks, p. 10. , 


K „„ 


FAULT. OF YOUNG PREACHERS / REPROVED. 


YOUNG Preachers just come from the schools, 
are often tempted to fill their sermons with logical 
and metaphysical terms in explaining their text, 
and feed their hearers with sonorous words of va- 
nity. This scholastic language perhaps may flat- 
ter their own ambition, and raise a wonderment 
at their learning among the staring multitude, 
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without any manner of-influence toward the in- 


struetion of the ignorant, or the reformation of the 


immoral or impious: these terms of art are but 
the tools of an artificer, by which his work is 


| - wrought in private ; but the tools It not to ap- 


Pear in the finish d workmanship. 1 
N i 


rag tothe raed | Posthumous s Works, p. 16 


—— 
nne 4 $544 | 


* * GENTLENESS OF ADDRESS 3 SUCCESSFUL IN 
©: CONVINCING. OUR: OPPONENTS. | 


f 4 4 


| THE softest ad gentlest address to the errone- 


ous, is the best way to convince them of their 


mistake. Sometimes tis necessary to represent to 
your opponent, that he is not far off from the truth, 

and that you would fain draw him a little nearer 
to it; commend and establish whatever he says 


hat is just and true, as our bless ed Saviour treated 


8 F 


\ 
ets, ie *- hs 


the young scribe, when be answered well con- 
cerning the two great commandments: . Thou 
art not far, says our Lord, from the kiogdom of 
6 heaven, Mark xii. 34. Imitate the mildness 
and conduct of the, blessed Jesus. 


. 


4 $Come as near to your opponent as you can in all 


your propositions, and pield to him as much as 
you dare, in consistence with truth and justice. 


> 
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'Tis a very great and fata] mistake in persons 
who attempt to convince or reconcile others to 
their party, when they make the difference appear 
as wide as possible; - this is shocking to any per- 
son who is to be convinced, he will chooze rather 
to keep and maintain his own opinions, if he can» 
not come into yours without renouncing & aban- 
doning every thing that he believed before. Hu- 


man nature must be flattered A little as well as 
reasoned with, that 80 the argument may be able 
to come at his understanding, which otherwise 
will be thrust off at a distance. If you charge a 
man with nonsense and absurdities, with heresy 
and self-contradiction, you take a very wrong 


step towards convincing bim. | 


Remember that error is not to be rooted out of 
the mind of man by reproaches and railings, by 
flashes of wit and biting jests, by loud exclama- 
tions or sharp ridicule: long declamations and 
triumph over our neighbour's mistake, will not 
prove the way to convince him; these ate signs 
either of à bad cause, or of want of arguments or 
capacity for the defenas of a good one. 


Posthumous W orks, p. 24. 
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THE PROGRESSIVE EXPIRATION oF. PAREN TAL 
2 | AUTHORITY. | 


kr. 18 bard to say, at what et time of life, 
| the child is exempted from the sovereignty of pa- 
rental dictates. ' Perhaps it is much juster to sup- 


pose that this sovereignty diminishes by degrees as 
the child grows in understanding and capacity, 


Wh and is more and more capable of exerting his own 


intellectual powers, than to Umit this matter by 
« months and' FITS: EM 5 | 


| When childhood at youth are 80 far ae 


15 that the reasoning faculties are grown up to any 


just measure of maturity, it is certain that persons 


ought to begin to enquire into the reasons of their 
own faith and practice in all the affairs of life and 


religion: but as reason does not arrive at this 


power and self- sufficiency in any single moment 
of time, so there is no single moment when a child 
should at once cast off all its former beliefs and 
Practices; but by degrees and in slow suecession 
he should examine them as opportunity and ad- 
| vantages offer ; and either confirm, or doubt of, or 
change them, according to the leadings of con- 
science and reason, with alli its best advantages of 
; | information, DN ; 
| | i pant 5 1 N Works, p- 40. 
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IMPLICIT OBEDIENCE DUE 'TO DIVINE REVE. 
LATION. 


P . 9 
8 doctrines of * bean are 
plainly published, together with sufficient proofs 
of their revelation, all mankind are bound to receive 
them, though they cannot perfectly understand 
them; for we know that God is true, and cannot 
dictate falshood. © 


Postiumous Works, p. 44. 
— — | | 
| ANCIENT ROUGHNESS AND MODERN RE. 


, FINEMENT OF LANGUAGE CON. 
ITRASTED AND CENSURED. 


' SOME of our fathers neglected politeness per- 
haps too much, and indulged a coarseness of stile, 
and a rough or auk ward pronunciation; but we 
have such a value for elegancy, and so nice a taste 
for what we call polite, that we dare not spoil the 
cadence of a period to quote a text of scripture in 
it, nor disturb the harmony of our sentences, to 
number or to name the heads of our discourse. 
And for this reason, I. have heard it hinted, that 
the name of Christ has been banished out of polite 
sermons, because it is a monysyllable of so 155 


consonants, and so harsh a sound. 
Posthumous Works, p. 83. 
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ADVICE To AUTHORS. 


AS a writer or a speaker should not wander from 
his subjeot to fetch in foreign matter from afar, 80 
neither should he amass together and drag in all 
that can be said, even on his appointed theme of 


discourse; but he should consider what is his chief 


design, what is the end he hath in view, and then 
make every part of his discourse subserve that de- 
sign. If be keep his great end always in his eye, 


he will pass hastily over those parts or appendages | 
of his subject which have no evident connexion 


with his design, or he will entirely omit them, 
and hasten continually towards his intended mark; 


employing his time, his study, and his labour, 
chiefly on that part of his subject which is most 
necessary to attain his present and pro per end. 


* 


Posthumous Works, p. th 


"When an . Aesines a fend to revise bis 


work, it is too frequent a practice to disallo w almoſt 


every correction which a judicious friend would 
make: he apologizes for this word & the other ex- 
pression f he vindicates this sentence, and gives 
his reasons for another paragraph, aud scarce ever 


submits to correction; and this utterly disconrages 
the freedom that a true friend would ws in 
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pointing out our mistakes. Such writers who are 
so full of themselves, may go on to admire their 
own uncorrect performances, and expose their 
works and their follies to the world without pity. 


Posthumous Wiarks, p. 89. 


If you have not the . of friends to sur- 
vey your writings, then read them over yourself, 
and all the way consider what will be the sentence 
and judgment of all the various characters of man- 
kind upon them: think what one of your own 
party would say, or what would be the sense of 
an adversary : imagine what a curious or a ma- 
licious man, what a captious or an envious critic, 
what a vulgar'or a learned reader would object, 
either to the matter, the manner, or the stile: 
and be sure and think with yourself, what you 
yourself could say against your own writings, if 
you were of a different opinion, or a stranger to 
the writer: and by these means you will obtain 
some hints, whereby to correct an improve your 
own work, and to guard it better against the 
censures of the public, as well as to render it more 
useful tothat part of mankind for whom you chiefly 
design; it. 


en Works, p. 90. 
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METHOD or STRENG' THENING THE MEMORY 
| OF CHILDREN. 


I HAVE known children, who from their early 
years have been constantly trained up and taught 


| to remember a few sentences of a sermon besides 


the text, and by this means have grown up by 


degtees to know all the distinct parts and branches 


of a discourse, andi in time to write down half the 
sermon after they came home, to their own con- 
solation, and the improvement of their friends : 
whereas those who have been never taught to use 


their memories in their younger parts of life, lose 
every thing from their thoughts when it is past off 


from. their ears, and come home from noble and 


| edifying discourses, pleased (it may be) with the 
transient sound, and commending the preacher, 


but umnstructed, unimproved, without any growth 
in knowledge or piety. 


\ Posthumaus: Works, | p- I 14» 


. 
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RELIGIOUS AND MORAL DUTY TO BE ENCOU- 
RAGED IN CHILDREN. 


 CONSCIEN CE i is another natural power of 
the soul, wherein the principles of virtue and rules 
of duty to God and man are to be laid up: it is 
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zomething within us that calls us to account for 
our faults, and by which we pass a judgment con- 


cerning ourselves and our actions. 
1 


Children have a conscience within them, and it 
should be awakened early to its duty. They 
should be taught to reflect and look back upon 

their own behaviour, to call themselves often to 


* ” 


account, to compare their deeds with those good 
rules and principles laid up in their minds, and to 


see how far they have complied with them, and 
how far they bave neglected them. Parents should 
teach their children to pay a religious respect to 
the inward dictates of virtue within them, to ex- 


amine their actions continually by the light of their 


own consciences, and to rejoice when they can 
approve themselves to their own minds, that they 


have acted well according to thebest of their know- 
ledge : they ought also to attend to the jnward 


reproofs of conscience, and mourn, and be ashamed, 


and tepent when they have sinned against their 


light. It is of admirable use toward all the practices 


of religion and every virtue, to have conscience 
well stored with good principles, and to be always 


kept tender and watchful; it is proper that children 


should learn to reverence and obey this inward 
monitor betimes, that every wilful sin may give 


their consciences a sensible pain and uneasiness, 
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and that they may be deve to sacrifice every 


thing else to considerations of conscience, and to 


. endure ny TONY rather than act contrary 


25 ene ee p. 117. 


= 


ILL CONSEQUENCES or TERRIFYIN G YOUNG 


ans BY DISMAL: NARRATIVES. 


LET not any persons that are near them terrify 


5 Gude tender minds with dismal stories of witches 


and ghosts, of devils and evil spirits, of fairies and 


'bug-bears in the dark. This hath had a most 


mischievous effect. on some children, and hath 
fixed in their constitutions such a rooted slavery 


and fear, that they have scarce dared to be left 


alone all their lives, especially in the night.— 


05 These stories have made such a deep and frightful 
impression on their tender fancies, that it hath 
enervyated their souls, it bath broken their spirits 


early, it hath grown up with them, and mingled 


With their religion, it hath laid a wretched foun- 


dation for melancholy and distracting sorrows.— 
Let these sort of informations be reserved for their 


- firmer years, and let them not be told in their 
| bearing till they can better judge what truth or 
. - reality there is in them, and be made sensible 
bo much is owing to roi aance and fiction. 
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Nor let their little hearts be ſrighted at three or 
four years old with shocking and bloody histories, 


with massacres and martyrdoms, with cuttings and 
burnings, with the images of horrible and barbarous 


murders, with racks and red-hot pincers, with en- 


gines, of torment and cruelty, with mangled 
limbs, and carcases drenched in gore... It is time 


enough, when their spirits are grown a little firmer, - 


to acquaint them with these madnesses and mise- 


ries of human nature. There is no need that the 


history of the holy conſessors and wartyrs should 
be set before their thoughts so early in all their 


most ghastly shapes and colours. These things, 


when they are older, may be of excellent use to 
discover to them the wicked and bloody principles 
of persecution, both among the Heathens and 
Papists ; and to teach them the power of the grace 
of Christ, in supporting these poor sufferers under 


an the torments which they sustained for hy love 
of God and the truth. 


[ Focthimous Works, p. 116. 


— 
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PARTICULAR PARTS oF THE BIBLE NOT 70 BE 
READ BY CHILDREN, 


THERE sbould be a wise e in chewing 
children what parts of the Bible they should read: 


4 . 6 
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for though the word of God expresseth all things | 


with due decency, yet there are some things which 
have been found necessary to be spoken of in serip- 


ture, both in the laws of Moses, and in the re- 
presentation of the wickedness of the Gentiles in 
the New Testament, in which adult persons have 
been, concerned, which there is no necessity for 
children to read and hear, and they may be passed 
over, or omitted among them. The Jews were 
wont to withhold Solomon's Song from their 
children till they were thirty years old: and the 
late pious and prudent Bishop Pillotson (in a 
| manuscript which I have seen) wishes that those 
parts of the Bible wherein there are some of the 
affairs of mankind expressed too naturally,” 
| (as he calls it) were omitted in the public lessons 
of the church: I think they may as well be ex- 
cepted also out of the common lessons of children, 


and out of the e course of ak in family 
worship. a 
e Aae Works, 7 169. 
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RULES FOR MODERATING OUR ANGER. 


Uk natures are 30 perverse and corrupt, that 
it is yery hard for us to give a loose to any angry 
passion against men, without running into «omg 
sentiments of malice or revenge, and thereby 


/ 


IHE BEAUTIES OF DR. WATTS. 19h 
sinning against God, Our anger is very apt to 
kindle about trifles, or upon mere suspicion, 
without just cause; or sometimes rises too high 
Where the cause may be just; or it continues too 


long, and turns into hatted: and in either of these 
three cases it becomes Sinful. 


It is e with the utmost caution that this 
passion should ever be suffered to arise: and unless 
we quickly suppress it again, we shall be in great 
danger of bringing guilt upon our souls. The 
blessed apostle therefore connects the permission, 
the caution, and the restraint together, Eph. iv. 
26. Be angry, and sin not: let not the sun g0 
% down upon your wrath.“ 

8 Doctrine of the Passions, p. 135. 


Let your desibes and aversions to the common 
objects and occurrences in this life be but few and 
feeble. Make it your daily business to moderate 
your aversions and desires, and to govern them by 
reason. This will guard you against many a ruffle 
of spirit both of anger and sorrow. 

Doctrine of the Passions, p. 137. 


Suffer not your thoughts to dwell on the injuries 
you have received, or of the provoking words that 
| haye been spoken against you. Not only learn 
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the art of neglecting i Injuries at the time vou re- 
ceive them, but let them grow less and less every 


moment, till they die out of your mind. Suffer 
not your musing imagination, when you are alone, 


to swell and magnify the provocations that have 
been given you, nor to blow up the fire of this 
uneasy passion. | 


I | N 
— «© % 4 . % . . 
Avoid much conversation with men of wrath, 


and endeayour to keep clear of all disputes with 


. weak minds, obstinate spirits, and especially with 
persons of an angry and peevish temper, as far as 


Fou can. If the flint and steel strike against each 


* 


other in a way of dispute, the sparks of fire will 
be ready to fly out, aud me angry flame will be 
To kindled. | | | 


Love your neighbour as yourself. You are 
not immediately kindled into wrath against your- 


self, nor express it with such violence, though 


you have often done yourself more injury by your 


an sins than all other persons ever could do you. 


You do not bear malice against yourself, nor hate 


Fourself, though you have, perhaps, some evil 
| qualities belonging to you, and you have often 


sinned against your own soul: you forbear your- 


self long, and you forgive yourself easily: learn 
then to forbear and forgive your neighbour, 


Doctrine of the Paszions, p. 1 38. 


oi 
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Anger is a short madness; it throws a person 
off his guard; neither the truth nor reason appear 


to him as reason or truth: the violenceof the 


passion throws off all restraints, the phrenzy dis- 
dains all law and justice; and drives the man to 
wild extravagance. Is this the lovely, the desir- 
able pattern that you choose to imitate? Do you 


like this figure so well as to put it on yourself2 


Lire always under the eye of God, and suppress 
rising anger with the reverence of his name and 


presence. Remember that a holy God and holy 
angels behold you; and are you not ashamed to 
; 7 2 
appear in their sight under all the extravagant dis- 
orders of this passion? Remember the dignity of 
your nature as man, and your character as a 


Christian, and a child of God. 


7 


Keep the sacred example of Jesus ever before 
your eyes: how meek under the vilest affronts! 


how patient under the rudest injuries and most 


barbarous treatment! how forgiving even to his 
bloody murderers! how did he return the highest 
good for the greatest evil! and paid down his blood 
and life to redeem his enemies from hell, and to 


purchase eternal joy and glory for them q Let | 
such a mind be in you as was in Christ the Sonn 
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« of God, who being reviled, reviled not again; 
„and When he suffered, he threatened not: 
an leaving us an example that we should follow bis 


10 steps. — | ag 
Doctrine of the Passions, P. 141. 


hf 


It is said, concerning Julius Czar, that upon 


q any provocation, he would repeat the Roman 
. alphabet, before he suffered himself to speak, that 
he might be more just and calm in his resent- 


ments. The delay of a few moments has set many 
seeming affronts in a juster and kinder light; it 
has often lessened, if not annihilated, the supposed 
injury, and prevented violence and revenge. | 
Doctrine of the Passions, p. 143. 


Think with yourself, how much injury you do 
yourself by suffering your angry passions to rise 
and prevail. The fire of wrath and resentment 
preys upon your nature, destroys your health and 
Jour ease, flls your spirit with tumults and dis- 
quietudes, exposes you to sbame before men, 
breaks the peace of your conscience, brings you 
under guilt before God, and makes a painful pre- 
paration for bitter repentance. Why will you 
punish yourself because another has injured you: 


or, if another man be rude and wrathful, ill- 


natuxed and ill-bred, why will you imitate him 


and Pons yourself ? 


* 


th * 
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Think again, how much more pleasure and 
glory there is in overcoming the violence Jour 
own spirit, than in yielding to your hes hong 
paſſions, and suffering yourself to be carried away 
with the torrent of your own resentments. le 
« that rules his own ſpirit, is a greater hero than 
he that conquers a city. 


— 


To be aogry about trifles, is mean and childish ; | 
to rage and be furious is brutiſh ; and to maintain 
perpetual wrath is akin to the practice and temper 
of devils, but to prevent or suppress rising resent- 
ment, is wise and glorious, 1s man y and divine. 


wo J 


This one piece of conduct will raise our reputa- 
tion for wisdom among men, more than a hundred b 
fine speeches, or superior airs; and will greatly | 
adorn our characters as persons of piety. ** The 


_ © wisdom that is from above is peaceable, gentle, .*,- 
and easy to be entreated.”” | | 


Doctrine of the Passions „. 108. 


Think with yourself how many greater crimes 
bas the blessed God forgivea you, if you are a 
Christian indeed ; and will you not forgive your 
brother his petty offences? Has the Maker and 
Lord of heaven and earth forgiven you ten thou- 


sand talents, and will you not forgive your brother 
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an hundred pence? Did the Son of God make 
himself a sacrifice for your offences, that you might 
e pagiloned, and will you make your brother, 
Fe 8 who has offended you, a daarifioe to your fury? 


But 1 farther, that if you do not forgive 


4;your brother, who has offended you, you cannot 
expect to be forgiven of God: nay, it is evident, 
| "according to the express sentence of the gospel, 


you cannot be forgiven without it. If you for- 


* give not men their trespasses, neither will your 
oo 


* heavenly Father forgive you.“ Do you not 


pray for pardon of your trespasses, even as as you 
forgive those who trespass against 80 and will 


you sin against your own prayers? 
Doctrine of the bai p. 149. 


1 314 
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AGAINST INDULGING IMPROPER CURIOSITY. 
' RESTRAIN your needless curiosity, and all 


solicitous enquiries into things which were better 
unknown. How many plentiful springs of fear, 
sorrow, anger, aud hatred, have been found out 
and broken up by this laborious digging ? Have a 
care of an over- curious search into such things as 


might have safely remained for ever secret, and the 
ignorance of them had prevented many foolish and 


: hurtful Pas8i0Ns.- A fond solicitude to know all 
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that our friends or our foes say of us is often re- 
compensed with vexing disquietudes and anguish 
of soul. wy "= 
1. | , Doctrine of the Passions, p. 160. 
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HABIT VAL REF LEC FING UPON DEATH RECOM. | 


MENDED. - 


LIVE much in the expectation of death, 21 k 
the view and hope of eternal things. Death and 


judgment, heaven and hell, are such grand and 


awful ideas, that where they are duly considered, 


they will make the things of this life appear so 


very little and inconsiderable, as to be scarce wor- 
thy of our hopes and fears, our desires and aver- 
zions, our wrath and resentments, our sorrows 


and joys. Such a steady prospect and expectation 
of things infinite and everlasting, will, by degrees, 


dissolye the force of visible and temporal things, 
and make them unable to raise any wild and un- 
ruly pass ions within us. Happy the soul that has 


a strong and lively faith of unseen worlds, of fu- 


ture terrors and glories ; this will cure the vicious 


disorders of flesh and sense, appetite and passion: 


this will raise the spirit on the wings of devout af- 
fection, to the borders of paradise, and attemper 


the soul to the business and the joys of the blessed. 


Doctrine of the Passions, p. 176. 
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CHILDREN SHOULD NOT BE ENCOURAGED IN 
NF CRUEL DIVERSIO NS. 


NOR should they ever be allowed to practise 
those diversions that carry an idea of barbatity 
and cruelty in them, though it be but to brute 


creatures. They should not set up cocks to be 


banged with cudgels thrown at them about Shrove- 
tide ; nor delight in giving a tedious lingering 
death to a young litter of dogs or cats, that may 
be appointed to be destroyed and drowned, lest 
they multiply too much in a house: nor should 
they take pleasure in pricking, cutting or mangling 
young birds which they. have caught, nor using 
any savage and blood y practices towards any 
creatures whatsoever ; lest their hearts grow bard 
and unrelenting, and they learn in time to practise 


these cruelties on their own kind, and to murder 


and torture their fellow-mortals ; or at leaſt to be 


| indifferent to their pain and distress, 80 as to oc- 
_ caslon it without remorse. 


Posthumous Works, p. 171. 
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RELIGIOUS AND MORAL REFI ECT IONS ON THE 
7 | PRACTICE OF GAMING. 


MANY young gentlemen have been there 
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bubbled and cheated of large sums of money, 
which were given them by their parents to support 
them honourably in their stations. In such sort 
of shops young ladies are tempted to squander 


away too large a share of their yearly allowance, 


if not of the provision which their parent« have 


made for their whole lives. It is a fatal suare to 


both sexes : if they win they are allured still on- 
ward, while, according to their language, luck 
runs on their side: if they lose they are tempted 


to another and another cast of the die, and enticed 


on still to fresh games by a delusive hope, that 


fortune will turn; and they shall recover all that 


they have lost. In the midst of these scenes their 
passions rise shamefully, a greedy desire of gain 
makes them warm and eager, and new losses 
plunge them sometimes into. vexation and fury, 
till the soul is quite beaten off from its guard, and 
and virtue and reason haye no manner of command 
over them. | . 


My worthy friend, Mr. Neal, in his Reforma- 
tion-Sermon, has taken occasion not only to in- 
form us that merchants and tradesmen mix 
themselves at these tables with men of desperate 


* fortunes, and throw the dice for their eſtates. 


But in a very decent and soft manner of address, 
bas enquired “ Whether public gaming in virtuous 


- 


* 
" 
> 
1 
5 
9 
— 


__—— 


144 "THE BEAUTIES oF DR. WATTS. 
ladies is not alittle out of character ? Whether 


« jt does not draw them into mixed company, and 


give them an air of boldness, which is perfely 
ce inconsistent with that modesty, which is the 


«© ornament of the fair sex? Whether it does not 


3 engage them in an babit of idleness, and of 
e keeping ill hours? Whether their passions are 
| . not sometimes disordered? And whether the 


losses they sustain have not a tendency to breed 
« ill blood in their families, and between their 


nearest relations? It has been often observed, 


that gaming in a lady has usually been attended 


0 with the loss of reputation, and sometimes of 


* that which is still more valuable, her virtue and 
90 % honour.” Thus far proceeds this useful Sermon. 


Now, if dens be the dismal and frequent con- 


sequences of the gaming table, the loss of a little 


money is one of the least injuries you sustain by it. 


But what if you should still come off gainers? Is 


this the way that God has taught or allowed us to 
procure the necessary comforts of life? Is this a 
sort of labour or traffic on which you can ask the 
blessing of heaven? Can you lift up your face to 
God, and pray that be would succeed the cast of 


the die, the drawing of the lot, or the dealing out 


of the cards, so as to increase your gain, while it 


1s the very seuse and language of the prayer, that 
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your neighbour may sustain so much loss? This 


is a sad and guilty circumstance which belongs to 
gaming, that one can gain nothing but what ano- 


ther loses ; and consequently we cannot ask a 


blessing upon ourselves, but at the came time we 


pray for a blast upon our neighbour. 


Will you hope to excuse it by saying, that my 
neighbour consents to this blast or this loss by en» 
tering into the game, and there 1 is no Injury where 
there is consent? 


I answer, that though he consents to lose con- 
ditional and upon a venturous hope of gain, yet 
he is not willing to sustain the loss absolutely; but 
when either chance, or his neighbour's skill in the 


game has determined against him, then he is con- 


strained to lose, and does it unwillingly; so that 
he still sustains it as a loss, misfortune, or evil — 
Now, if you ask a blessing from heaven on this 
way of your getting money, you ask rather ab- 
solutely that your neighbour may sustain a loss, 
without any regard to the condition of his hope of 


gain. Your wish and prayer is directly that you 


may get, and he may lose: you cannot wish this 


good to yourself but you wish the contrary evil to 


him: and therefore I think gaming for gain can» 
| 0 
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not be consistent with the laws of Christ, which 
certainly forbid us to wish evil to our neighbour, | 


81 if you cannot so much as in thought ask 
God's blessing on this, as you certainly may on 
such recreations as have an evident tendency inno- 
"cently to exercise the body and relax the mind, it 
Seems your conscience secretly condemns it, and 
thete is an additional proof of its being evil to you. 

An the justeat Gillen of morality, and the best 
casuists, have generally, if not universally, deter- 
mined against these methods of gain. W hatsoever 
game may be indulged as lawful, it is still as a re- 
creation, and not as a calling or business of life: 
and therefore no larger sums ought to be risqued 
or ventured in this manner, than what may be 
| lawfully laid out by any persons for their present 


recreation, according to their different circum- 
stances in the world. 


Besides all this, think of the loss of time, and 
the waste of life that is continually made by some 
Who frequent these gaming-places, Think how 
it calls away many a youth from their proper bu- 
siness, and tempts them to throw away what is 
not their own, and to risque the substance, as well 
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as the displeasure of their parents, or of their mas- 
ter, at all the uncertain hazards of a dice- box. 


| Posthumous W orks, p. 190. 
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7 1 0nd PUBLIC DANCING ASSEMBLIES. 


Ir i 1s. acknowledged to be proper and needful ; 
that young people should be indulged in some re- 
creations, agreeable to their age, and suitable to 
the condition in which providence has placed them. 
But I would ask whether the great and only valu- 
able end of recreation 1s to be expected from these 
midnight-assemblies, namely, to relieve us 
« from the fatigues of life, and to exhilarate the 
« spirits, so as thereby to fit us for the duties of 
life and religion?” Now are these the proper 
means to fit us for the duties of either kind? Per- | 
haps it will be said that dancing, which is prac= | 
tised in those assemblies, is an exerciſe conducive 1 
to health; and therefore a means of fitting us for 1 
the duties of life. But may not the unseasonable- i 
ness of the midaight-hour prevent and over-balance _ 
the benefit, that might otherwise be supposed to = 
rise from the exercise? Is it Tikely that natural 2 
health should be promoted, or preserved, by | 
changing the seasons and order of nature, and by, 


auen those hours to exercise, which God and 
O 2 
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nature have ordained for rest? ls the returning 
bome after five or six hours dancing, through the | 
cold and damp « of the midnight-air, a proper means 
of prezerving health * or rather, is it not more 
likely to impaiyand destroy it? Have not these 
fatal effects. been too often felt? Have there not 
been sacrifices of buman life offered to this mid- 
night idol? Have there, been no fair young mar- 
tyrs to. this unseasonable folly ? Are there not 
some of i its claves who are become feeble, labour- 
jag under sore deseases, and some of them fallen 
asleep in death ? Have not their music and their 
dancing, instead of natural rest in their beds, 
brought them down to a long silence in. the grave, 
and an untimely rest in a bed of dust: Those 
amiable pieces of human nature, who were lately 
the joy. and, hope of their too indulgent parents, 
are now the bitterness of their hearts; and those 
very exercises from whence they hoped the conti- 
nmuance of their joy, as the supposed means of con- 
firming their children's health, are become an 
| Og spring of their mourning. 


: 


5 as those r recreations are badly 
ouited to fit us for the duties of the civil life, so they 
are worse suited to fit us for, or rather, they are 
more apparently opposite to, the duties of religion. 

The religion of the eloset is neglected, the beau- 
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and when the night has been turned into day, a 


good part of the next day is turned into night, 


while the duties of the morning, both to God and 
man, ate unperformed. Those who have fre- 


quented these assemblies know all this, and are 


my witnesses to the truth of it. Nay, the very 
practice itself, at those unseasonable hours, tells 
all the world how much they prefer these dange- 


rous- amusements to the worship of God in the 
evening and in the morning, and to all the con- 


veniencies and decorum of family government, — 


Besides, if I speak to Christians, have you not 


found that the indulgence to, this sortof diversions, 


which are usually practised ; in those unseasonable 


assemblies, leads the mind away insensibly from 
God and religion, gives a vanity to the spirit, and 


greatly abates the spiritual and heavenly temper 


which should belong to Christians ? Hath it not 


taken away the savour of godliness and tincture of 
piety from some younger minds? And do elder 


Christians never suffer by it? Vet it be further 


considered, what sort of company you mingle 
with in those midnight assemblies. Are they 


most frequented by the wise and pious, or by the 
more vain and vicious part of mankind ? Do they 7 


tend to fill your 1 880 the most ape 
e YER 


tifal regularity and order of the family is broken; 
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notions, and your ears and your lips with the 
most proper conversation? Do you that frequent 
them never find your piety in danger there? 
Does strict religion and prayer relish so well with 
vou after those gawdy nights of mirth and folly ? 
And do you then, when you join in those assem- 
blies, practise the commands of God, to abstain 
from all appearance of evil, and to shun the paths 
of temptation 575 Can you pray for a blessing on 
your attendance on these midnight meetings Or 
can you hope to run into the midst of those sparks 
and living coals and yet not be burned, nors0 much 
as have your garments singed : ? Are not parents 
very generally sensible that there are dangerous 
snares to youth in those gay diversjons? And 
therefore the mother will herself go along with her 
T8 young offspring to take careof them, and to watch 
qver them; ; and perhaps there is scarcely any 
place or time which more wants the watchful eye 
of a superior. But | here let me ask, is this all the 
reason why the mother attends those seenes of ya- 
nity; ? Has ebe no relish for them herself? Has 
, she no gay humours of her own to be gratified, 
Which she disguises and covers with the pretence 
ol a parental solicitude for the virtue and honour 
"of. her offspring ? Are there no mothers who 
kee y lead their ir children into thode perilous places, 
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where soul and body are in danger, and are really, 


their tempters, under a colour of being their 
guardians ? 2” 


You will plead, perhaps, that some 9 these | 
things. are proper for the improvement of young. 


people in good breeding and politeness. They 
must be brought into company, to see the world, 

and to learn how to behave with becoming decenc Jo 
Well, suppose these as8einblies to be academies of 
politeness, and that young people attend there 
upon lectures of good breeding. Is there no other 
time so fit as midnight, to polish the youth of both 
Sexes, and to breed them well? May not an hour 
or two be appointed at more proper seasons, by 
select companies, for mutual conversation, and 
innocent delight ? Can there be no genteel recre+ 
ations 3 no lessons of behaviour taught by 
day-light?. Can no method of improvement in 
good breeding be gontrived and appointed which 
shall be more secure from temptations. and incon- 
veniences:! ? Are there none which are More barm- 
less, more innocent, of better reputation among 
persons. of strict piety, and which make less inroad 
on the duties of life, both Solitary and social, eivil 


and religious. 
Posthumous WH orks, Þ- 194+ , 


It is. the duty of parents whe would. give their 


\ 1 
** v9 „ 


2 
OR... e 


— 
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children a good education, to see to it that children, 


in their younger years, do not indulge such re- 
creations as may spoil all the good effects of the 


pious instructions, the prayers, and cares of their 


parents. Otherwise, if you encourage them in 
such recreations, you are building up those vanities 
of mind, and those vicious inclinations with one 


hand, which you labour to {prevent or desuoy with 


the e 8 
Pothumons Works, p. 199. 


| > Tay rr. ole.Chy — 
of SECRET AND SOCIAL PRAYER. 


WHILE I am dizcuraging. young Christians 


405 that affectation of long prayer, which arises 


from an ostentation of their parts, from a supersti- 
tious hope of pleasing God better by saying many 


words, or from a trifling frame of spirit; I would 


not have my readers imagine that the phortest 


prayers ate always the best. Our sinful natures 
ate too ready to put off God i in secret or in the 


family, with a few minutes of worship, from mere 
sloth and weatiness of holy things; which is 


equally to be blamed. : for hereby we omit a great 


part of the necessary work of prayer in confessions, 


_ petitions, pleadings for mercy, or thangsgivings. 


Nor do I think that prayer in public assemblies 
sbould be so short, as though the only desigu of 


W371 4 0:54 2 n Wer tk Win A Po Ni rin 2 AG 
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cold, harsh, or ungrateful way, the beauty of 
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it were a mere preface before the sermon, or a 
benediction after it. Whereas oil prayer is one 
considerable part (if not the chief duty) of publie 
worship; and we ought generally to continue 80 
long in it, as to run through the most necessary 
and important purposes of a social address to the 
throne of Grace. Christian prudence will teach = 
us to determine the length of our prayers agreeably 
to the occasion and present circumstances, and 
according to the measure of our own e for ; 


this work. 
1 Guid⸗ to . p. 87. 


* «>» 
Lind — 2 n 


Are ih 
OF THE ON OF THE VOICE IN PRAYER; 


' THOUGH the bauty of our expressions, and 
the tuneableness of our voice, can never render out F 
worship more acceptable to God, the infinite Spirit; 
yet our natures being composed of flesh and spirit, 
may be assisted in worship by the harmony of the 
voice of him that speaks. Should the matter, 4 
method, and expressions be never so well choset | 
in prayer, yet it is possible for the voice to spoil 
the pleasure, and injure the devotion of our fellow- 
worshippers. When speeches of the best com- 
posure and warmest language, are recited in a 


We is almost lost. 
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Some persons, by nature, have a very sweet 
and tuneful voice, that whatsoever they speak ap- 
pears pleasing. Others must take much more 
pains, and attend with diligence to rules and di- 
rections, that their voice may be formed to an 
agreeable pronunciation: for we find by sad ex- 
perience, that all the advantages that nature can 
obtain or apply to assist our devotions, are all 
little enough to keep our hearts from wandering, 
and to maintain delight: at least it is a necessary 
duty to know and avoid those disagreeable ways 


of pronunciation, that may rather disgust than edify 
such as may Joun with us, . 


* 2 n 


/ 


I confess, in secret prayer there is no necessity 
of a voice, for God hears a whisper as well as a 
sigh and a groan. Yet some Christians cannot 
pray with any advantage to themselves without 
the use of a voice in some degree; nor can I judge 
it at all improper, but rather -preferable, so that 
you have 4 convenient place for secrecy for hereby 
Jou will not only excite your own affections the 
more, but by practice in secret, if you take 
due care of your voice there, you may learn also 


to 1 in POPE he better. 


"The great wt general rule I would dy: Jown 
for managing the voice in prayer is this: “ Let 


— 
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« us use the same voice with which we usually 
66 peak i in grave and serious conversation, espe- 


« cially, upon pathetical and affecting subjects. 


This! is the best direction that I know, to regulate 
the sound as well as the words. Our own native 
and common voice appears most natural, and may 
be managed with the greatest ease. And some 
persons have taken occasion to ridicule our worship, 
and to censure us as hypocrites, when we fondly 
seek any new and different sort of sounds or voices 
in our prayers. 


Guide to Prayer, P · 108. 


— A 


' THAT 1T 18 SINFUL TO COMPLAIN OF THE 
DISPENSATIONS OF PROVIDENCE. 


AN African has no right to complain, that he 
was not born a Briton ; nor a porter that he was 


not born a prince ; nor Saphronius and I, that 
we were not made prophets and apostles. If God 


bas furnished all men with such natural powers, 


as, being improved in the best manner, would 
lead them to virtue, religion and happiness, surely 
his creatures may give him leave to make so much 


distinction between them, as to set some of them 


in a plainer and easier road to happiness than he 
has others: and it is shameful ingratitude for us, 
in Christian countries, to complain of our boun- 


— — 


proaches on him by wholesale. It is very disin- 


— } 
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 tiful Creator,' who has afforded us such peculiar 
favours, and made our way to heaven plainest of 


all, 


| Wes and Weak. of Hum. Raon, p. are. 


— ct en — * 


clan. CABLE JUDGMENT OF OUR FELLOW. 
- . CREATURES RECOMMENDED. | 


. LEP us take a survey of the world, and see 


what a mixture there is of amiable and hateful 
qualities among the children of men.——There 
is beauty and comeliness; there is vigour 
and vivacity ; there is good-bumour and com - 
passion; there is wit and judgment, and induſtry, 
even among those that are profligate & abandoned 


to many vices. There is sobriety, and love, and 


honesty, and justice, and decency among men 
that know not God, and believe not the gospel 
of our Lord Jesus. There are very few of the 
sons and daughters of Adam, but are possessed of 


something good and agreeable, either by nature 


or acquirement; therefore when there is a necessary 


occasion to mention the vices ofany man, I should 


not speak evil of him in the gross, nor heap re- 


genuous to talk scandal in superlatives, as though 


every man who was a sinner, was a perfect vil 


lain, the very worst of men, all over hateful and 
abominable. 2 


| 
| 


= — 


® 
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How sharply should our own- thoughts reprove 


| us, when we give our pride and malice a loose to 


ravage over all the characters of our neighbours, 


and deny all that is good concerning them, be- 


cause they have something in them that is crimi- 
nal and worthy of blame! Thus our judgment is 
abused by our passions ; and sometimes this folly 
reigns in us to such a degree, that we can hardly 
allow a man to be wise or ingenious, to have a 


grain of good sense, or good humour, that is not 
of our profession, or our party, in matters of church 


or state. Let us look back upon our conduct, and 

blush to think we should indulge 955 prejudices, 

such sinful partiality. 13 
Sermons, vol. 1. p. 141. 


I will not therefore say within myself concern 
ing any man, I ö hate him utterly, and abhor 
* him in all respects, because be has not true 
* holiness.”” But I will look upon him, and con- 
ider whether there may not be some accomplish- 
ment in him, some moral virtue, some valuable 
talent, some natural or acquired excellency ; and 
I will not neglect to pay a due esteem to . 
deserving quality, wheresoever 1 find it. It is a 
piece of honour due to God our Creator, to ob- 


serve the various signatures of his wisdom that he 


| FRY 0 
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has impressed upon his creatures, and the over- 


flowing treasures of his goodness, which he has 
distributed among the works of his hands. 


Thus I may very justly love a man, for whom, 


in the vulgar sense, I have no charity, that is, such 
a one as I believe to be in a state of sin and death, 
and have no present hope of his salvation, How 
could holy parents fulfil their duties of affection 
to their wicked children? Or pious children pay 
due respect to sinful parents? How could a be- 
hever fulfil the law, of love to an unbelieving bro- 
ther, or a dearer relative, if we ought to admit of 


no love to persons that are in a state of enmity to 
God? 


ee vol. I. p. 143. 


— — — — 


"ANCIENT AND MODERN EDUCATION. 
| CON'TRASTED. _ 


80 weak and unhappy i is human -nature, that 
it is ever read y to run into extremes; and when 
we would recover ourselves from an excess on the 


right hand, we know not where to stop till we 


are got to an excess or the left. Instances of this 
kind are innumerable in all the affairs of human 
life; but it is hardly more remarkable in any thing, 

_ than in the strict and sevete education of our 
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fathers a century ago, and in the most profuse 
and unlimited liberty that is indulged to children 
in our 5 5 


In how days the sons were bred up to learning 
by terrible discipline: every Greek and Latin 
author they conversed with, was attended with 
one or many new scourges, to drive them into ac- 
quaintance with him; and not the least misde- 
meanor in life could escape the las: as though 
the father would prove his daily love to his son“ 
by never ** sparing bis rod.“ Prov. xiii. 24.— 
Now-a-days young master must be treated with a 
foolish fondness, till he is grown to the size of 
man; and let his faults be never no heinous, and 
his obstinacy never so great, yet the preceptor 


must not let him hear the name of the rod, lest 


the child should be frighted or hurt; the advice 
of the wisest of men is utterly forgotten, when be 
tells us that due correction shall drive out the 
„ folly. that is bound up in the heart of a child.“ 
Prov. XXii. 15. Or else they boldly reverse his 
divine counsel, Prov. xiii. 24. as though they 
would make the rule of their practice a direct con- 
tradiction to the words of Solomon, namely, that 
he that Saretli the rod loveth his son, but be 
** that hateth him, chastens him betimes.” 
| P 2 
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In that day many children were kept in a most 
servile subjection, and not suffered to sit down, 

or to speak, in the presence of their father, till 
they were come to the age of one and twenty.— 

The least degree of freedom was esteemed a bold 
presumption, and incurred a sharp reproof.” Now 
they are made familiar companions to their 
parents, almost from the very nursery; and there- 


| fore they will hard] y bear a check or rebuke at their 
hand, MS. 


In the beginning of the last century, and so on- 
ward to the middle of it, the children were usually 
obliged to belieye what their parents and their 


masters taught them, whether they were principles 


of science, or articles of faith and practice: they 
were tied down almost to every punctilio, as tho 
it were necessary to salvation: they weile not 

suffered to examine or enquire Whether their 
teachers were in the right, and scarce knew upon 
what grounds they were to assent to the things 
that were taught them; for it was a maxim with 
all teachers, that the learner must believe: Dis- 
centem operte credere. Then an ipse dixit, or 
Aristotle said so, was a sufficient proof of any 
proposition i in the colleges; and for a man of five 
and twenty to be a Christian and a Protestant, a 
Dissenter or a Church-man, it was almost reason 
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enough to say that his father was so. But in this 
century, whea the doctrine of a just and reasonable 
liberty is better known, too many of the present 
youth break all the bonds of nature and duty, and 
run to the wildest degrees of looseness, both in 
belief and practice. They slight the religion which 
their parents have taught them, that they may ap= 


pear to have chosen a religion for themselves; 
and when they have made a creed or belief of their 


own, or rather have borrowed some scraps of in- 
fidelity from their vain companions and equals, 
they find pretences enough to cast off all other 
creeds at once, as well as the counsels and customs 
of their religious predecessors. 


The practices of our fathers (say they) were 
*© were precise and foolish, and shall be no rule 


« for our conduct; the articles of their faith were 


absurd and mysterious, but we will believe 


*©nothing of mystery, lest our faith should be as 


„ r1diculons as theirs.” 


and before their reason is half grown, they pretend 
to examine the sublimest doctrines of Christianity; 
and a raw and ha H- witted boy shall commence an 
infidel, because he cannot comprehend some of 
the glorious truths of the gospel, and laughs at his 
ancestors, for believing what they could not oom- 
prehend. 23 


In their young years, 
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Ihe The child now-a-days forgets that his parent is. 
obliged by all the laws of God and nature, to train 
kim up in his own religion, till he is come to the 
proper age of discretion to judge for himself; he 
forgets, or he will not know, that fe parent 1s 
intrusted with the care of the sbuls of bis young 
offspring by the very laws of nature, as well as 
by the revealed covenants of innocency and of 
grace. The son now-a-days forgets the obliga- 
tions he is under to honour and obey the persons 
that gave him birth; he pays no regard to the 
-Qoctrines which led on his ancestors to the love of 
God and man; whereas doctrines that have such 
influence, claim at least some degrees of atten- 
tion, and especially from a son who has been 
trained up in them, and beheld the effect of them 


in the piety of his parents; nor will the very light 


of nature suffer him to depart from them, but 
upon the clearest judgment of his own mature 
reason, a thorongh and .impartial search into the 
subject, the loud inward dictates of conscience, 
and the full evidence of his parents mistake. 


So wanton and licentious a ſpirit has poſſeſſed 
ſome of the youth of the nation, that they never 
think they have freed themſelves from the prejudices 


bof their education, till they have thrown off almoſt 


all the yokes of reſtraint that are laid upon them 


— 


r 
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by God or man. Some take a petulant pride in 


laying aſide the Holy Scriptures, for the ſame 
reaſon. that Timothy was adviſed to ** continue 
in them, and that is, becauſe they have 
learned and known them from their very child - 
c hood, 2 Tim. iii. 15. And ſome perſons have 
been laughed out of their Chriſtianity, leſt it 
ſhould be ſaid, their mothers and hay had 
made them Chriſtians, 5 


Heretofore the sons were scarce suffered to be 
absent an hour from home, without express leave, 


till they were arrived at the age of man, nor 
daughters till they were matried; now both-sexe& 


take an unbounded licence of roving where they 
please, and from a dozen years old, they forget 
to ask leave to wander or to visit where their 
fancies lead them; at first the parent gives a loose 
and winks at it, and then the child claims it: as his. 
due for ever. | 


In short, the last age taught mankind to believe 


that they were mere children, and treated them as 


such, till they were near thirty years old; but the 


present gives them leave to ſaney themselves com- 
plete men and women at twelve or fifteen ; aud 


they accordingly judge and manage for them- 


selves entire] Ys and too often. despise. all advice of 


their elders. 


+ 3 
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Now though it be sufficiently evident that both 
these are extremes of liberty or resraint, yet if we 
judge by the reason of things, or by experience 
and success, surely the ancient education is to be 


_ Preferred before the present, and of the two should 
rather be chosen. 


— 


. Posthumous Works, p. 200. 
— — LALELN 


EXTREMES OF LIBERTY AND RESTRAINT TO 
BE AVOIDED IN THE EDUCA'TION 
OF YOUTH. 

- BUT after all, is there no medium between 
these two extremes, excess of confinement, and 

excess of liberty? May not young understandings 
be allowed to shoot and spread themselves a little, 
without growing rank and rampant? May not 
children be kept in due and gentle subjection to 
their parents, without putting yokes of bondage 
upon them? Is there no reasonable restraint of 
the wild opinions, and violent inclinations of 
| youth, without making chainsfor the understand- 
ing, and throwing fetters on the s0u] ? May not 
me young gentleman begin to act like a man, 
without forgetting that he is a son? And maintain 
he full liberty of his own judgment without inso- 

| lence and contempt of the opinions of his elders ? 
May not he who is bred up a Protestant and a 
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Christian judge freely for himself without the pre» 
judices of bis education, and yet continue a 
Christian and a Protestant still? Is it not possible 
for the parent to indulge, and the child to enjoy 2 
just liberty, and yet neither encourage nor practise 
a wild licentiousness? 


Ves surely . and there have been happy instan- 
ces in the last age, and there are some in this, 
both of children and parents, that have learned to 
tread this middle path, and ſound wisdom and 
virtue in it, piety and peace. Agathus has bred 
his son up under such discipline, as renders them 
both proper examples to the world. 


Posthumous Works, p. 206. 


'THE END OF TIME. 


REV. x. 5, 6. © And the angel which I saw 
te stand upon the sea, and upon the earth, lifted u 
« his hand to heaven, and sware by him that liv= 
eth for ever and ever, that there should be time 
* no longer.” This is the oath and solemn sen- | 
tence of a mighty angel who came down from 
heaven, and by the description of him in the fir 
verse, he seems to be the © Angel of God's pre- 
*« ence, in whom is the name of God, even our 
Lord Jesus Christ himself, who pronounced and 
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sware that Time should be no longer; for all 


seasons and times are now put into his hand, to- 
gether with the book of his Father's decrees, Rev. 
v. 7,9. What special age or period of time in 
this word the prophecy refers to, may not be so 
easy to determine ; but this is certain, that it ar 
be happily applied to the period of every man's 
life ; for whensoever the term of our continuance 
in this world is finished, (our time in the pre- 


sent circumstances and scenes that attend it“ sball 


** be no more: we hall be swept off the stage of 


this visible state into an unseen and eternal world : 
eternity comes upon us at once, and all that we 


enjoy, all that we do, and all that we suffer in 
oh time, Shall be no more.“ 5 


World to come, p. 108. 


The moment is hastening upon us when this 
mighty Angel who manages the affairs of the 
kingdom of providence, sball swear concerning 
every unbelieving and impenitent sinner, that the 
* time of offered mercy shall be no longer, the 
« time of pardon A. grace and reconciliation 
** shall be no more: the sound of this mercy 
reaches not the regions of the dead; those who 
die before they are reconciled, they die under the 
load of all their sins, and must perish for ever, 
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without the least hope or glimpse of reconciling or 
forgiving grace. | | | 

| World to come, p. 112. 


THE INESTIMABLE VALUE OF TIME. 


EVERY hqpr you live is an hour given you to 
prepare for dying, and to save a soul. If you were 
but apprized of the worth of your own souls, you 
would better know the worth of days and hours, 
and of every passing moment, for they are given 
to secure your immortal interest, and save a soul 
from everlasting misety. And you would be zea- 
lous and importunate in the prayer of Moses, the 
man of God, upon a meditation of the shortness of 
life, Psal. xc. 12. So teach us to number our 
« days as to apply our hearts to wisdom, 7. e. 
So teach us to consider how few and uncertain our 


days are, that we may be truly wise in preparing 
for the end of them, 


It is a matter of vast im portance to be ever read y 
for the end of time, read y to hear this awful sen- 
tence confirmed with the oath of the glorious 
angel, that time shall be no longer.” The 
terrors or the comforts of a dying bed depend upon 
it; the solemn and decisive voice of judgment 
depends upon it; the joys and the Sorrows of a 


+ 


163 THE BEAUTIES OF DR. WATTS. 


long eternity depend upon it: go now, careless 
sinner, and in the view of such things as these, 


go and trifle away time as you have done before; 
time, that invaluable treasure: go and venture the 


loss of your souls, and the hopes of heaven and 
your eternal happines, is wasting away the rem- 


nant of hours or moments of life: but remember 


the awful voice of the angel is hastening towards 


you, and the sound is just breaking upon you, 


that time e bal be no longer. 


World to come, p. 12 5. 
| . THE CHURCH-YARD. - *" 
"WHAT a number of hillocks of death appear 


all round us! What are the tomb-stones, but 
niemorials of the inhabitants of that town, to in- 
form us of the period of all their lives, and to point 
out the day when it was said to each of them, 


*« Your time shall be no longer.” O, may I rea- 
dily learn this important lesson, that my turn is 


bastening too ; ; such a little hillock shall shortly 


arise for me in some unknown spot of ground, it 


Shall cover this flesh and these bones of mine in 
8 darkness, and shall hide them from the light of 


the sun, and from the eight of man til the heavens 


be no more. 
110 4 
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Perhaps some kind surviving friend may engrave 
my name, with the number of my days, upon a 
plain funeral stone, without ornament, and below 
envy :| there shall my tomb stand among the rest 
as a fresh monument of the frailty of nature and 
the end of time. It is possible some friendly foot 
may now and then visit the place of my repose, 
and some tender eye may bedew the cold memo- 
rial with a tear: one or another of my old ac- 
quaintance may possibly attend there to learn the 
silent lecture of mortality from my grave- stone, 
which my lips are now preaching aloud to the 
world: and if love and sorrows should reach so 
far, perhaps while his soul is melting in his eye- 
lids, and his voice scarce finds an utterance, he 
will point with his finger, and shew his companion 
the month and the day of my decease. O, that 
solemn, that awful day, which shall finich my 
appointed time on earth, and put a final period to 
all the designs of my heart, and all the labours of 


my tongue and pen ! 


Think, O my soul, that while friends or strangers 
are engaged on that spot, and reading the date of 
my departure hence, thou wilt be fixed under a 
decisive and unchangeable sentence, rejoicing in 
the rewards of time well- improved, or suffering 


40 
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the longer sorrows which shall attend the abuse of 
it, in an unknown world of happiness or misery. 
World to come, p. 129. 


WIR . — a 


GUILT AND INNOCENCE. 


DAN GER of guilt stands near the extreme limit 
of f innocence. 


World to come, p. 177. 


THE DANGER OF LATE REPENTANCE. 


IT is a wise and just observation among Chris- 
tians, though it is a very common one, that the 


scriptures give us one instance of a penitent saved 


in his dying hour, and that is the thief upon the 
oeross, that so none might utterly despair ; but there 
is But one such instance given, that none might 
presume. The work of repentance is too difficult, 
and too important a thing, to be leſt to the lan- 
guors of a dying bed, and the tumults and flutter- 
ings of thought, which attend such a late convic- 
tion. There can be hardly any effectual proof, 
given of the sincerity of such repentings: and [ 
am verily. persuaded there are few of them sincere; 
for we have often found these violent emotions of 
conscience vanish again, if the sinner has happened 
to recover his health : yp seem to be merely the 
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wild perplexities and struggles of nature, averse to 
misery, rather than averse to sin : their renouncing 
their former lusts, on the very borders of hell and 
destruction, is more like the vehement efforts of a 
drowning creature, constrained to let go a most 
beloved object, and taking eager hold of any plank 
| for, safety, rather than the calm and reasonable, 
and voluntary designs of a mariner, who forsakes 
his early joys, ventures himself in a ship that is 
offered him, and sets sail for the heavenly. coun- 
try. I never will pronounce such efforts and en- 
deavours desperate, lest I limit the grace of God, 
which is unbounded ; but I can give very little 
encouragement for hope to an hour or two, of 
this vehement and tumultuous penitence, on the 
very brink of damnation, **Judas repented, but his 
agonies of soul hurried him to hasten his own. 
death, that he might go to his own place: and 
there is abundance of such kind of repenting in 
every corner of hell; that is a deep and dreadful 
pit, whence there is no redemption, though there 
are millions of such sort of penitents ; it is a strong 
and dark prison, where no beam of comfort ever 
shines, where bitter anguish and mourning for 
sins past, is no evangelical repentance, but ever- 
lasting and hopeless sorrow. 


World to come, p. 198. 
Q 2 | 
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7 ela e ee 
VANITY INSCRIBED ON ALL THINGS 
TIME, like a long flowing stream, makes haste 


into eternity, and is forever lost and swallowed up 


there; and while it is hastening to its period, it 


"Sweeps away all things with it which are not im- 


mortal. There is a limit appointed by Providence, 
to the duration of all the pleasant and desirable 
scenes of life, to all the works of the hands of men, 


with all the glories and excellencies of animal na- 
ture, and all that is made of flesh and blood, Let 


us not doat upon any thing here below, for heaven 
hath inscribed vanity upon it. The moment is 


| hastening when the decree of heaven shall be ut- 
ter d, and Providence sball pronounce upon every 
glory of the earth, *[t's time shall be no lon- 


«6 ger.” 
What 18 Cans: building, that princely pa- 


lace, which now entertains and amuses our sight 


with ranks of marble columns, and wide spread- 
ing arches, that gay edifice which enriches our 
imagination with a thousand royal ornaments, and 
a profusion of costly and glittering furniture ? 
Time and all its circling hours, with a swift wing 
are brushing it away; decay steals upon it insen- 
sibly, and a few years hence it shall lie in moul- 
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dering ruin and desolation. Unhappy Possessor, 


if he has no better inheritance! 


What a are those fine and elegant gardens, those 
delightful walks, those gentle ascents, and soft 
declining slopes, which raise and sink the eye by 
turns to a thousand vegetable pleasures? How 
lovely are those sweet borders, and those growing 
varieties of bloom and fruit, which recal lost pa- 
radise to mind? Those living parterres which re- 
gale the sense with vital fragrancy, and make glad 
the sight by their refreshing verdure and inter- 
mingled flowery beauties? The scythe of time is 
passing over them all: they wither, they die 


| away, they drgp and vanish into dust; their dura- 


tion is short; a few months deface all their yearly 
glories, and within a few years, perhaps all these 
rising terras-walks, these gentle verging declivities, 


shall lose all order and elegance, and become a 


rugged heap of ruins: those well- distinguished 
borders and parterres shall be levelled in confusion, 
and thrown into common earth again, for the ox 
and the ass to graze upon them. Unhappy man, 
who possesses this agreeable spot of ground, if he 
has no paradise more durable than this ! | 


And no wonder that these labours of the hands 
Q; 
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of men should perish, when even the works of God 
are perishable. 


What are these visible heavens, these lower 
skies, and this globe of earth ! they are indeed the 
glorious workmanship of the Almighty. But they 
are waxing old, and waiting their period too, when 
the angel shall r upon them that ** time 
& shall be no more. The heavens ** shall be 
folded up as a vesture, the elements of the 
lower world shall melt with fervent heat, and 
er the earth and all the works thereof, shall be 

_ * burnt up with fire.“ May the unruinable world 
be but my portion, and the heaven of heavens my 
inheritance, which is built for an eternal mansion 
for the sons of God: these buildings shall out- 


hve time and nature, and exist through unknown 
ages of 1 | x ; 


What have we mortals to be proud of in our 
present state, when every human glory is so fu- 
gitive and fading? Let the brightest and the best 


of us say to ourselves, that we are but dust and 
vanity. 


Is my body formed upon a graceful mode! ?— 
Are my limbs well turned, and my complexion 
better coloured than my neighbours ? Beauty even 


in perfection is of shortest date; a few years will 
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inform me that its bloom vanishes, its flower wi⸗ 
thers, its lustre grows dim, its duration shall be no 


longer; and if life be prolonged, yet the pride and 


glory of it is for ever lost in age and wrinkles : or 


perhaps our vanity meets a speedier fate, Death 
and the grave with a sovereign and irresistible 
command, summon the brightest as well as the 


coarsest pieces of human nature, to lie down early 
in their cold embraces; and at last they must all 


mix together among worms and corruption. 
Esop the deformed, and Helena the fair, are lost 
and undistinguished in common earth. Nature in 
its gayest bloom, is but a painted vanity. 


Are my nerves well strung and vigorous ? Is 
my activity and strength far superior to my neigh- 
bours in the days of youth ? But youth hath its 


appointed limit: age steals upon it, unstrings the 


nerves, and makes the force of nature languish 
into infirmity and feebleness. Sampson and Go- 
liah would have lost their boasted advantages of 


stature and their brawny limbs, in the course of 


half a century, though the one had escaped the 
sling of David, and the other the vengeance of his 
own hands in the ruin of Dagon's temple. Man 


in his best estate is a flying shadow and vanity. 


Even those nobler powers of human life, which 


4 
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seem to have something angelical in them, I mean 


2 the power of wit and fancy, gay imagination and 


capacious memory, they are all subject to the 
same laws of decay and death. What though 
they can raise and animate beautiful scenes in a 
moment, and in imitation of creating power, can 


spread bright appearances and new worlds before 
the senses and the souls of their friends? What 
though they can entertain the better part of man- 
kind, the refined and polite world with high de- 
light and rapture ? These scenes of rapturous 
delight, grow flat and old by a frequent review, 
and the very powers that raised them grow feeble 
apace. What though they can give immortal ap- 
plause and fame to their possessors ! It is but the 
immortality of an empty name, a mere Succession 
of the breath of men ; and it is a short Sort of im- 
mortality too, which must die and perish when 
this world perishes. A poor shadow of duration 
indeed, while the real periad of these powers 1s 


25 hastening every day; they languish and die as 
fast as animal nature, which has a large share in 


them, makes haste to its decay; and the time of 
their exercise shall 5 y be no more. 


In vain the aged poet or the painter, would call 
up the muse and genius of their youth, and sum- 
mon all the arts of their imagination to spread and 
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dress out some visionary scene: In vain the ele- 
gant orator would recal the bold and masterly fi- 
gures, and all those flowery images which give 
ardour, grace and dignity to his younger compo- 
sures, and charm'd every ear: they are gone, 
they are fled beyond the reach of their owner's 
call : their time is past, they are vanished and lost 
beyond all hope of recovery. 


The God of nature has pronounced an unpassa- 
ble period, upon all the powers and pleasures and 
glories of this mortal state. Let us then be afraid 
to make any of them our boast or our happiness; 


but point our affections to those diviner objects 
whose nature is everlasting ; let us seek those re- 
ligious attainments, and those new- created powers 
of a sanctified mind, concerning which it shall ne- 
ver be pronounced that their time shall be no 
« longer,” | 

O may every one of us be humbly content, at 
the call of heaven, to part with all that is pleasing 
or magnificent here on earth; let us resign even 
these agreeable talents when the God of nature de- 
mands; and when the hour arrives, that shall 
close our eyes to all visible things, and lay our 
fleshly structure in the dust; let us yield up our 
whole selves to the hands of our creator, who shall 
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reserve our spirits with himself; and while we 
cheerfully give up all that was mottal to the grave, 
ve may lie down full of the joyful hope of a rising 
immortality, New and unknown powers and 
glories, brighter flames of imagination, richer 
scenes of wit and fancy, and diviner talents are 
preparing for us when we shall awake from the 


dust; and the mind itself shall have all its facul- 


ties in a sublime state of improvement. These 


hall make us equal, if not superior, to angels, for 


we are nearer a- kin to the Son of God than they 


are, and therefore we shall be made more > like 


him. | 
een W orks, p. 124. 


2 
— — 


OF PRAYER. | 


/ 


PRAYER | is a secret a0 8 means to 
obtain all the blessings that we want, whether they 


relate to this life, orythe life to come; and shall we 
not know e the means God hath ap- 


pointed for our on happiness? Shall so glorious 


- a privilege lie unimproved through our own neg-. 


lest 55 


ä ee the business of prayer nothing else but to 
come and beg mercy of God, it would be the duty 
of eyery man to know how to draw up such peti- 
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tions: but prayer is a work of much larger extent. 
When a holy soul comes before God, he hath 
much more to say than merely to beg.. He tells 
his God what a sense he bath of the divine attri- 
butes, and what high esteem he pays to his Ma- 
jesty, his wisdom, his power, and his mercy,— 
He talks with him about the works of creation, and 
stands wrapt up in wonder. He talks about the 
grace and mystery of redemption, and is yet more 
filled with admiration and joy. He talks of all 
the affairs of nature, grace, and glory ; he speaks 
of his works of providence, of love, and ven- 
geance, in this and the future world. Infinite 
and glorious are the subjects of this holy commu- 
nion between God and his saints : and shall we 
content ourselves with sighs and groans, and a 
few short wishes, and deprive our souls of so rich, 


so divine, so glorious a pleasure, for want of 


knowing how to furnish out such meditations, 
and to speak this blessed language. 


How excellent and valuable is this skill of 


prayer, in comparison of the many meaner arts 


and accomplishments of human nature that we 
labour night and day to obtain? What toil do 
men daily undergo for seven years together, to 
acquire the knowledge of a trade and business in 
this present life. Now the greatest part of the 
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business between us and heaven is transacted in 


the way of prayer: with how much more diligence 


should we seek the knowledge of this heavenly 
commerce, than any thing that concerns us merely 
on earth ? How many years of our short life are 
spent to learn the Greek, the Latin, and the French 
tongues, that we may hold correspondence abroad 
among the living nations, and converse with the 
writings of the dead 2 And shall not the language 
wherein we converse with heaven and the living 
God, be thought worth equal pains? How nicely 
do some persons study the art of conversation, that 
they may be accepted in all companies, and share 
in the favour of men? Is not the same care due, 
to seek all methods of acceptance with God, that 
we may approve ourselves in his presence? What 
a high value is set upon human oratory, or the 


Art of of persuasion, whereby we are fitted to dis- 


course and prevail with our fellow - creatures? And 
is this art of divine oratory of no esteem with us, 


which teach us to utter our inward breathings of 


the soul, and plead and prevail with our Creator, 
through the assistance of the Holy Spirit, and the 


mediation of our Lord Jesus? 


O, let the excellency and bigh value of this "= 
of prayer engage our earnestness and endeavours 
in proportion to its superior dignity: let us © co- 


xii. 18. 


F argument may be borrowed from out 
very character and proſessioh as Christians; some 


measure of the gift of prayer is of great necessity 
-and universal use to all that are called by the name. 


- Shall we e to be followers of christ, and 


not know how to speak to the Father? Are we 
commanded to pray always, and upon all accasions, 


to be constant and fervent in it, and shall we be 


contented with ignorance and incapacity to obey 


this command? Are we invited by the warmest 
exhortations, and encouraged by the highest hopes 


to draw near to God with all our wants and sor- 
rows, and shall we not learn to express those 
wants, and pour out those sorrows before tha 
Lord? Is there a way made for our access to the 


throne by the blood and intercession of Jesus 
Christ, and shall we not know how to form a 
prayer to be sent to heaven, and spread before the 
throne by his glorious intercession? Is his Holy 


Spirit promised to teach us to pray, and shall a 


Christian be Eareless or unwilling to receive suck 
divine teachings 9 
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« yet the best of gifts“ with the warmest desire, 
and pray. for them with ardent supplication, Cor. 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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There i is not any faculty im the whole Christian 


Ife that is called out into 80 frequent exercise as 
this; and it is a most unhappy thing to be always 
at a Joss to perform the work which daily neces- 


sity requires, and daily duty demands. Will a 
person profess to be a scholar, that cannot read ? 


Shall any man pretend to be a minister, that cannot 


preach? And it is but a poor pretence we make 
to Christianity, if we are not able, at least in 


secret, to supply ourselves with a few meditations 


or expressions, to continue a little in this work of 


prayer. | 
Guide to Prayer, p. 199- 


— P- ö 


DEGENERACY OF HU MAN NATURE. 


LET us further suppose, what is su ciently 


evident to our daily observation and experience, 
*#hat all mankind a degenerate, feeble, and un- 
happy race of beings, that we are become sinners 


in the sight of God, and exposed to his anger: it 


N manifest enough, that this whole world is a 


fallen, sinful and rebellious province of God's do- 


minion, and under the actual displeasure of its 


righteous Creator and Governor. The gyer-spread- 
ing deluge of folly and error, iniquity And misery, 


that covers the face of the earth, gives abundant 


ground for such a supposition. The experience 


— 


* 
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of every man on earth affords a strong and melan- 
choly proof, that our reasoning powers are easily 
led away into mistake and falshood, wretchedly 
bribed and biassed by prejudices, and dail y over- 
powered by some corrupt appetites or passions, 
and our wills led astray to choose evil instead of 
good. The best of us sometimes break the laws 
of our Maker, by contradicting the rules of piety 
and virtue which our own reason and consciences 
suggest to us There is none righteous“ perfectl ly: 
no not one.“ Nor is there one person upon 
earth free from troubles and difficulties, and pains 


and sorrows, such as testify some resentments of 
our Maker. 


Even from our infancy, our diseases, pains and 
sorrows begin, and it is very remarkably evident 
in some families, that these pains and diseases are 
propagated to the offspring, as they were contracted 
by the vices of the parents: and particular vicious 
inclinations, as well as particular distempers, are 
conveyed fiom parents to children sometimes thro? 
several generations. The best of us are not free 
from irregular! propensities and passions even in the 
younger parts of life, and as our years advance, our 
Sins breaꝶ gut, and continue more or less through 
all our lives, Our whole race then is . de- 

| e | 
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generate, sinful and guilty before God, and are 


under some tokens of his anger. 


Strength and Weakness of Hum. Reason, p. 257. 


VARIOUS DEGREES OF GH AND PUNISH- 
. MENT. | 1 


As there is infinite variety of degrees of guilt in 


particular persons, and their conduct in this world, 


there shall be the: same variety of the degrees of 
punishment in the world to come. Every man 


shall be judged according to the advantages he 


enjoyed, More is required from those whose 
advantages were greater, and their guilt is more 


| heinous in abusing or neglecting them. God, 


the all-knowing and the righteous, will weigh 


every circumstance, both of his favours and of our 
e or abuse of them, in the nicest balance, and 
His sentence sball bear an exact proportion to the 


demerits of every sinner. He that knew not 


1 his master's wilt, shall be beaten but with few 


* stripes, in comparison with those criminals 


Who knew it, and fought against it. Suppose 


therefore that the punishment of these rudest and 
most stupid nations upon the earth, in the future 
world, shall be exceedingly small, in proportion 
to the very small degrees of light and knowledge 


—— 
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which they have enjoyed, or which, have lain 
fairly and practically within their reach; will not 
this greatly relieve the difficulty ? 


And if even these lightest punishments which 
shall be assigned to the most ignorant part of the 
Heathen world, should be thought something 
severe, yet none can be thought utterly unjust, if, 
as was before observed, none are punished, but 
for acting in some measure against the light of their 
own minds. 


Strength and Weakness of Hum. Reason, p. 278. 


— I PIR LN 


THE RAKE REFORMED IN THE HOUSE OF 
MOURNING. 


FLORINO was young. and idle; be gave him- 
self up to all the diversions of the town, and roved 
wild among the pleasures of sense; nor did he 
confine himself within the limits of virtue, or witk- 
hold his heart from any forbidden joy. Oſten 
hath he been heard to ridicule marriage; and affirm 
that no man can mourn heartily for a dead wife, 
for then he bath leave by the law to choose a-new 

companion, to riot in all the gayer scenes of a new 
courtship, and perhaps to adyance his fortune too. 


When he heard of the death of Serena, © Well, 
| R 2 22 
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« said he, I will go visit my friend Lucius, and 
<« rally him a little on this occasion. He went 
the next day in all the wantonness of his heart to 
fulfil his design, inhuman and barbarous as it was, 
and to sport with solemn sorrow. But when 
Lucius appeared, the man of gaity was strangely 
| surprised, he saw such a sincere and inimitable 
distress sitting on his countenance, and discovering 
itself in every air and action, that he dropt his 


etuel purpose, his soul began to melt, and he 
assumed the comforter. 


Florino's methods of consolation were all drawn 
from two topics: some from fate and necessity, 
| advising an heroic indolence about unavoidable 
f events, which are past and cannot be reversed; 
and some were derived from the various amuse- 
N "ments of life which call the soul abroad, and 
5 divide and scatter the thoughts, and suffer not the 
mind to attend to its inward anguish. Come, 
cc Lucius, 841d he, come, smooth your brows a 
little and brighten up for an hour or two: come 
along with me to a concert this Evening, where 

« where you shall hear some of the best pieces of 


music that were ever composed, and performed 
* by some of the dest hands that ever touched an 


instrument. To- morrow I will wait on you to 
4 © the. play, or, if vou please to the new opera, 
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« where the scenes are 80 surprising and 80 gay, 


T they would almost tempt an old hermit from his % 


« belpyed cell, and call back his years to three and 
« twenty. Come, my gs what bave the 
«living to do with the dead? Do but forget your 
« prievances a little, and they will die too : come, 
« chake off the spleen, divert your heart with the 
« entertainments of wit and melody, and call 
« away: your fancy from these gloomy and useless 
„ contemplations.”” Thus he ran on in his own 
way of talking, and opened to his mourning 


friend the best springs of comfort that he was ac- 


quainted with. 


1 endured this prattle as long as he was 


able to endure it, but it had no manner of influence 


to staunch the bleeding wound, or to abate his 


smarting sorrows. His pain waxed, more intense 


by such sort of applications, and the grief soon 
grew too unruly to contain itself. 


Lucius then asked leave to retire a little: 
Florino followed him softly at a distance to the 
door of his closet, where indeed he observed not 
any of the rules of civility or just decency, but 
placed himself near enough to listen how the 
passion took its vent: and there he heard the dis- 
tressed Lucius mourning over Serena s death in 
such language as this. 


: "a, 


| 
| 
| 


— 


us THE BEAUTIES OF DR. WArrs 


What did Florino talk about? Necessity and 
fate ? Alas, this 1 is My misery, that so painful an 
event cannot be reversed, that the divine will bas 
made it fate, and there is a necessity of my endur- 
TL; Sans 3 


Plays and music and operas ? what poor trifles 
are these to give ease to a wounded heart! to a 
beart that has lost its choicest half! a heart that 


lies bleeding in deep anguish under such a keen 
parting stroke, and the long, long absence of my 


Serena! She is gone.—The desire of my eyes and 


the delight of my soul is gone.— The first of earthly 
comforts and the best of mortal blessings. — She is 


gone, and she has taken with her all that was 
pleasant, all that could brighten the gloomy hours 


of life, that could soften the cares, and relieve the 
4 -burdens of it.—She is gone, and the best portion 
and joy of my life is departed. Will she never 


return, never come back and bless my eyes again ? 


No; never, never.— She will no more come back 


to visit this wretched world, and to dry these 
weeping eyes. That best portion of my life, that 


dlearest blessing 1 is gone, and will return no more. 


Sorrows in long succession await ine while I live; 
all my future days are marked out for grief and 


Kan 


Let the man, who feels no inward pain at the 
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loss of such a partner, dress his dwelling in black 
shades and dismal formalities: let him draw the 
curtains of darkness around him, and teach his 
chambers a fashionable mourning : but real anguish 
of heart needs none of these modish and dissembled 
$OITOWS. My soul is hung round with dark f Images 
in all her apartments, and every scene is sincere 
lamentation and death. 


I thought once I had some pretences to the 


courage of a man: but this is a season of untried 
distress : [ now shudder at a thought, I start at 
shadows, my spirits are sunk, and horror has taken 
hold of me, I feel passions in me that were un- 
known before; love has its own proper grief and 
its peculiar anguish. Mourning love has those 


agonies and those sinkings of spirit which are 


known only to bereaved and virtuous lovers. 


I, talk about like a ghost in musing silence, till 
the gathering sorrow grows too big for the heart, 
and bursts out into weak and unmanly wailings. 


Strange and overwhelming stroke indeed! It has 
melted all the man within me down to softness: 
my nature is gone back to childhood again : I 
would maintain the dignity of my age and my sex, 
but these eyes rebel and betray me; the eyelids 


are full, they overflow ; the drops of love and 


* 
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grief trickle down my cheeks, and plow the fur- 


rows of age there before their time. 


Ho often in a day are these sluices opened a- 


- fresh ? The sight of every friend that knew her 
calls up my weakness and betrays my frailty. I 


am quite ashamed of myself. What shall I do? 
Is there nothing. of manhood left about my heart? 


; 1 will resist the passion, I will struggle with nature, 


I will grow indolent and forbid my tears. Alas, 
| poor feeble wretch that I am! In vain I struggle; 


in yain I resist; the assumed indolence vanishes; 
the real passion works within, it swells and bears 
down all before it: the torrent rises and prevails 
hourly, and nature will have its way. Even the 


Son of God when he became man, was found 


| died and J esus e 


weeping at the tomb of a darling friend. Lazarus 


% 


de to relieve fhis heart- 


ache? How shall I cure this painful sensibilty ? 


Is there no opiate will reach it? Whither shall I 


go to leaye my sorrows behind me? I wander 
from one room to another, and wherever I gol 
still seem to seek her, but Iymiss her still. My 
imagination flatters me with her lovely image, 


and tempts me to doubt, Is she dead indeed? My 


_ fond imagination would fain forgot her death-bed, 
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and impose upon my hope that [ shall find her 


somewhere I ü visit her apartment, I steal into her | 


closet; in days past when I have missed her in 
the parlour, bow often- have I found the dear 
creature in that beloved corner of the house, that 
sweet place of divine retirement and coniverse with 


heaven? But even that closet is empty now. I 


go thither, and 1 retire in disappointment 0 
confusion. 3 | 


Methinks I should meet her in some of her 
walks, in some of her family cares, or her inno- 
cent amusements: I should see her face, me- 
thinks, I should hear her voice and exchange a 
tender word or two. — Ah, foolish rovings of a dis- 
tressed and disquieted fancy! Every room is empty 


and silent; closet, parlours, cbambers, all empty, 


all silent; and that very silence and emptiness 
proclaim my sorrows: even emptiness and deep 
silence join to confess the painful loss. 


Shall I try then to put her quite out of my 


thoughts, since she will come no more within the 


reach of my senses? Shall I loosen the fair pio- 
ture and drop it from my heart, since the fair ori- 
ginal is for ever gone? Go, then, fair picture, 
go from my bosom, and appear to my soul no 
more, Hard word! but it must be done: go de- 
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part thou dearest form ; thou most lovely of i images, | 
go from my heart; thy presence is no too pain- 
ful in that tender part of me. O unhappy word! 
Thy presence painful? A dismal change indeed 
When thou wert wont to arise aud shew thyself 
there, graces. and joys. were. wont to arise and 
shew; themselves: graces and joys went always 
With ber : nor did her image ever appear without 

them, till that dark and bitter day that spread the 
vale of death over ber: but her image drest in 
that gloomy vale hath lost all the attendant j Joys 
and graces. . Let her picture vanish from my soul 
then, since it has lost those endearing attendants : 
let it vanish away into forgetfulness, for death 
hath robbed it of every grace and every joy. 


2 to 
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Vet stay a little there, tempting i image, let me 
once more survey thee ; stay a little moment, and 
let me take one last glance, one solemn farewel.— 

Is there not something in the resemblance of her 
too lovely still to have it quite banished from my 

heart ? Can I set my soul at work to try to forget 
her? Can I deal so unkindly with one who would 
never have forgotten me ? Can my soul live with- 
out her image on it? Is it not stampt there too 
| deep ever to be effaced? | 


7 


Methinks I feel all my heart-sirings- wrapt | 
around her, and grow so fast to that dear picture 
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in my fancy, they seem to be rooted there. To 
be dividedfrom it is to die. Why should I then 
pursue $0 vain and fruitless an attempt? What? 
forget myself? forget my life? No; it cannot be; 
nor can I bear to think of such a rude and cruel 
treatment of an image so much deserving and 80 
much beloved. Neither passion nor reason per- 
mits me to forget her, nor is it within my power. 
She is present almost to all my thoughts : she is 
with me in all my motions; grief has arrows with 
ber name upon them, that stick as fast and as deep 

as those of love; they cleave to my vitals where - 
soever I go, but with a quicker sensation and a 


keener pain. Alas it is love and grief together that 


have shot all their arrows into my heart, and filled 
erery vein with acute anguish and long diatress. 


Whither then sball I fly to find, ce and ease? 

I cannot depart. from myself: I cannot abandon 
these tender and smarting sensations. Shall I 
quit the house and all the apartments of it which 
renew her dear memory? Shall I rove in these 
open fields which lie near my dwelling, and spread 
wide their pleasing verdure? Shall I give my 
soul a loose to all nature that smiles around me, 
or shall I confine my daily walk to this shady and 
delightful garden? Oh, no! neither of these wily _ 
8 
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. relieve my anguish. Serena has tco often blessed 


me with her company both in this carden and in 
these fields. Her very name seems written on 


every tree: I shall think of her and fancy I see 
her in every step I take. Here she prest the. grass 


with her feet, here she gathered violets and roses 


and refreshing herbs, and gave thelovely collec- 


tion of sweetness into my hand. But alas! the 


sweetest violet & the fairest rose is fallen, is withered 
and is no more. Farewel then, ye fields and 
gardens, withall yourvarieties of green and flowery 


Joys? Ye are all a desert, a barren wilderness, 


since Serena has for ever left you and will be seen 


: there no more, ; 


But can friends do nothing to comfort a mourn- 
er? Come, my wise friends, surround me and 


divert my cares with your agreeable conversation. 
Can books afford no relief? Come, my books, 


ye volumes of knowledge, ye labours of the learned 


dead; come, fill up my hours with some soothing 
Zamusement. I call my better friends about me, 


I fly to the heroes and the philosophers of ancient 


ages to employ my soul among them. But alas 


neither learning nor books amuse me, nor green 
and smiling prospects of nature delight me, nor 
converſation with my wiſeſt and beſt friends can 


entertain me in these dark and melancholy hours. 
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Solitude, ſolitude in ſome unſeen corner, ſome 
lonely grate, overgrown with shades, this is my 
dearest choice; let me dwell in my beloved ſolitude 
where none shall come near me; midnight and 
ſolitude are the most pleasing things to a man who 
is weary of day-light and of all the scenes of this 
viſible and buſy world. I would eat and drink 


and dwell alone, though this lonesome humour 


sooths and gratifies the painful passion, and gives 
me up to the tyranny of my ſharpeſt ſorrows.— 
Strange mixture that I am made of! I mourn and 
grieve even to death, and yet I seem fond of noth- 
ing but grief and mourning, x 


Woe is me! Is there nothing on earth can di- 
vert, nothing relieve me? Then let my thoughts 
ascend to paradise and heaven, there I shall find 
her better part, 2 grief must not enter there. 
From this hour take a new turn, O my soul, and 
never think of Serena but as shining and rejoicing 
among the spirits of the blest, and in the presence 


of her God. Rise often in holy meditation to the 
celestial world, and betake thyself to more intense 


piety. Devotion has wings that will bear thee 
high above the tumults and passions of lower life: 
devotion will direct and speed thy flight to a 
country of brighter scenes. 
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Shake off this earthlitiess of mind, this dust of 
mottal ity that hangs about thee ; rise ard often 
in an hour, and dwell much in these regions 
whither thy devout partner 1s gone: thy better 
half is safely arrived there, and that world * 
nothing but Toy and love. | 


She is gone; che derte and the e and 
the best of departed souls have marked out her way 
to heaven: bear witness ye apostles and holy 
prophets, ye best of departed souls bear witness, 
that I am seeking to follow het in the appointed 
moment. Let the wheels of nature and time roll 
on apace in their destined way. Let suns and 
moons arise and set apace, and Tight à lonesome 
traveller 6nwitd to his home. Blessed Jesus! 
be thou my living leadet! Virtue; and the track 
of Serena's feet be my daily and n path. — 
The track leads upward to tlie regions of love and 
Joy. How can I date to Wander from the path of 
Mittue lest 1 lose that beloved track? Remember; 
my soul, ber footsteps are fouttd in Us othet 
toad. 


If my love to virtue should ever fail me, the 
steps of my Serena would mark out my way, and 
help to secure me from wandering;. O may the 
the kind influences of heaven descend from above 
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and establish and guard my pious resolutions !— 
May the divine powers of religion be my continual 


strength, and the hope of eternal things my never- 


falling support, till I am dismissed from this prison 


of the flesh, and called to ascend to the spirits of 


the just made perfect, till I bid adieu to all that is 
not immortal, and go dwell with my God and my 
adored Saviour; there shall I find my lost Serena 
again, and share with her the unutterable joys of 


paradise. 


Here Lucius threw: himself on the couch, and 
lay silent in profound meditation. 


When Florino had heard. all this mournful 
rhapsod Ys he retired and stole away in secret, for 
he was now. utterly ashamed of his first barbarous 
design: He felt a sort of strange sympathy of sor- 
row, such as he never knew before, and with it 
some sparks of virtue began to kindle in his bosom.. 


As he mused, the fire burnt within, and at last it | 
made its way to his lips and vented itself Well 
said he, I have learnt two excellent lessons to- 


„day, and I hope I shall never forget them.— 


There must be some vast and unknown pleasure 


ein a virtuous love beyond all the madness of 
„wild and transient amours ; otherwise the loss 
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me - 8 "5 : 7 "A, he Tt We N 11 Fo 4 T A188 * 
« of the object could never have wrought such 


« deep and unfeigned woe in a so 80 Arm and 
<« manl) y as that of Lucius, 1 begin now to beliere 
« what Milton sung, though | 8 always read the 


44 lines before as mere poesy and fable. 


LY 


11408 


* al wedded love, mysterious law, trhe source | 


| Of human offspring, sole propriety | 
In Paradise, of all things common else: 
By thee adulterous lust was driv'n from men 
Among the bestial herds to range; by thee 
Founded in reason, loyal, just and pure 
Relations dear, and all the charities | 
Of father, son and brother, first were known; * 
Perpetual fountain of domestic sweets. 
Here love his golden shafts employs, here lights 
His constant lamp, and waves his purple wings, 
Reigns here and revels; not in the bought smile 
Of harlots, loveless, Joplins; unindear'd, 


% 
» V*;;+ 


Casual amours, mixt dance, or, wanton mask 


; Or midnight ball, &c... . 


1 F « Bieged yet, that cools 80 bappi y inte love 
; and virtue, and draw 80 beautiful a scene of 


t real felicity, which till this day I always thought 


** was merely romantic and vis!onary ? Lucius 


has taught me to understand these lines, for he 
* has felt them; and methinks while Lre 75. them 


cc now: | feel a strange new sensation. am con- 
oy viuced the blind poet saw deeper into nature and 
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&« truth than I could have imagined. There is, 
« there is such thing as a union of virtudus souls, 
„Where Happiness is only found. I find some 


£ glimmerings of sacred ght rising upon me, 


1 gome unknown pantings within alter n A 
8 pattner and such a life. * * 
ä aut 

© Nor is the other lesson which I have learnt at 

oy all inferior to this, but i in truth it is of higher and 

% mote durable importance. 1 confess Since I 

4% was nineteen years old I never thought virtue 

*« and religion had been good for any thing, but 

« to tye up children from mischief, aud frighten 

4 fools: but now I find by the conduct of my 

« friend Lucius, that as the hweetest and sincerest 


1 joys of life are derived from virtue, so the most 


« distressing Sorrows $17 ene a just relief in re- 
« ligion and sincere piety. — Hear me, thou 
& Almighty Maker of my frame, pity and assist 


«y returning wanderer, and O may thy hand \ 


stamp these lessons 12 17 my soul in ee, 


characters! 10 
3 ' Posthumous Wi arks, p. 2600" 
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WHEN a rich merchant who dwells ina a dhe 


Bad afar off, commits. his treasure to the hands ef 
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1 a banker, it is to be drawn out in smaller sums by 
bis servants or his friends here at home, as their 


necessaries shall requite; and he furnishes 1 them 
with, bills of exchange drawn, upon! bis banker or 


treasuter, which are paid hongurabl 7 to the person 
who offers the bill, according to the time when 
the words of the bill appoint the payment, | 


* it not pogsible to draw, a We allegory 


hence to represent the conduct 81 the blessed God 


24.0 4 FELT FL. 

in bis er of grace, without debasing $0 
ts 12 E895 

divine a subject i 


2 81 


God the Father; the opring-arid nn os all 
grace, dwells in regions of light and holiness in- 


accessible, too far f for us to converse with him 
or receive supplies from him in an immediate way; 
, > but he has sent the Son to dwell, in human nature, 


and constituted him treasurer of all his blessings, 


that we might derive perpetual supplies from his 
hand: he has intrusted him with all the riches of 
grace and glory ; he has laid up infinite stores of 
love, wisdom, strength, pardon, peace and con- 


sation in the hands of his Son for this very pur- 


pose, to be drawu out thence as fast as the neces- 
saries of his saints require. it pleased the Father 


« that in him should all fulness dwell. He has 
received 218 for men. 8 1. 19. Pfaln 


viii. 18. 


9 
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' Now all the promises of the Bible, are 80 many 
dilis of exchange drawn by God the Father in 
heaven, upon his Son ;Fesus Obrist, and payable 
to every pious. bearer ; that is to every one that 
comes to the mercy- seat and offers the promise for 
acceptance, and pleads it in a way of obedient faith 
and prayer, Jesus the bigh-treasurer of heaven, 
knows every letter of his Father's hand-writing, 
and can never be imposed upon by a forged note: 
be will « ever put due honour upon bis Father” 8 
bills ; j be accepts them all, for - all the promises 
a in him are yea, and in him are amen.” In 
him they are all sure to the glory of the Father,” 
4 Cor. i. 20. It is for the Father's. honour n 
bis bulls never fail of act pany and any 


115 on. . te the plessed Jesus 110 offer 7 
a bill of the largest sum, a promise of the biggest 
blessings, he will never say, © have not go 
much of my Father's treasure in my hand. 
<< For he has received; all things.. Fohn iii. 38. 
„The Father loveth the Son and hath given all 
things into his hand; and may I not venture 
to say, this whole treasure is made over to the 
saints, All things are yours, 1 Cor. iii. 23. 
And they are parcelled out into bills of promise, 
and notes under the Father's hand. So the whole 
treas ure of a nation consists in credit and in pro- 
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misory notes, more, than in preqgat sums of gold 
and silver. g 


Some of these divine bills are oayable at sight, 
and we receive the sum as soon as we offer the 
bill; ; (viz.) those that must supply! in 6ur present 
wants ; such as . call upon me in the day of trou- 
* ble, and I will deliver me, and thou shalt glo- 
« rify ine.” Psal. l. 15, and there have been many 
examples of such! speedy payment. Psal. ev ili. 3. 
% In the day when [ cried thou answeredest me; ; 


* and strengihenedest | me wich strength in my 
«'z0ul;” SET. 3 ;: 


F are Sip rad in A . a distant 
ene and that is left to the discretion of Christ 
the treasurer. (viz.) As thy day i is, so thy 
e strength shall be. Deut. xxxiii, ag. and we 
need never fear trusting him long, for this bank in 
the hands of Christ can never fail; for in 
„ him dwelleth all the fulness of the Godhead 
* bodily.“ Col. ii. 9. and Eph. iii. 8. we are 
* of 66 the winarchbble ny og Gn.” | 


8 Chiist may wag us of with a 2 
kind answer, or give us a note under his hand, 
payable at demand, in sevetal parcels instead of a 
full payment all at once: thus he dealt with his 
dear friend and servant Paul, in 2 Cor. xii. 9.— 
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Doubtless Paul in his seeking the Lord thrice, for 
the removal of his thorn in the flesh, had pleaded 
Several large promises of God, had offered those 
| divine bills to Christ for acceptarice and payment ; : 
but instead of this our Lord gives him a note under 
his own hand which ran in this language, « My 
LL grace is sufficient for thee.” And if we had 
but the faith which that blessed apostle had, we 
might live upon this hope ;. this would be as good 
as present payment : for if he delay to give the 
full sum, it is only becauſe he sees we have not 
need of it at present : he knows our necessities 
better than we ourselves; he will not trust us 
with too much at once in our hands; but he pays 
us those bills when he sees the fittest time, and we 
| have often found it so, and confessed his faithful- 
ness. 


At other times he pays us, but not in the same 
kind of mercy which is mentioned i in the promise, 
yet in something more useful and valuable. If 


the promise mentions a temporal blessing. be may 
give us a spiritual one; if it expresses ease, he 


may give patience: and thus his Father's bills are 
always honoured, and we have no reason to com- 
plain. So the banker may discharge a bill of an 
hundred pound not with money, but with such 
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| goods and merchandize as may yield us two hun- 


d, and we gladly conkers the bill is well paid. 


2 of cbese promises, 6 these bills of heaven| y | 


treasu re, are not made payable till the hour of c our 


death, as, Blessed are those servants whom 
96 when. the Lord, comes he sball find watching, 
4 Sc. Lake xi. 39. He that endureth to 
4 the e end the same shall be vaved. 25 Matt. xxiv. 

13. 47 Be thou faithful unto death, and 1 will 


45 "give thee a crown of life.” Rev. ii. LO. _ 


Others are not due till the day of the resurrec- 
tion; as, Them who sleep in Jesus will God 
</ bring with him?” f Fhess. iv. 14. J will re- 
& deem them from death. Hos. xiil. 14. Col. ili. 


4+ | When Christ who is our life shall appear, 


« then shall ye also appear with him in glory.” 
Phil. iii. 20, 21. « He shall change our vile 
*« body, that it may be ſashioned like unto his 
«© glorious body.” he © oh + 8 And when 
00 the chief Shepherd shall appear, ye shall receive 
*« 1 crown of glory that fadeth not away. 


Now when the great day shall come, in which 


| our Lord Jesus Cbrist shall give up his mediatorial 


kingdom to the Father; and render an account of 
All his stewardship, how fair will his bocks appear 


How just a balance will stand at the foot of all his 


* _ FY 89 icy an 
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accounts ! Then Shall he she w in what manner 

be bas fulfilled the promises to the saints, and 

present to tbe Father all the bills that he has re- 
ceived and discharged; while all the 8aints with 

one voice attest it, to the honour of the high 

treasurer of heaven, that he has not failed 1 in pay= 

ment even to the smallest farthing. 2 5 
| Fee Works, p. 291. 


A 


DESTRUCTION OF DEA ru PROMISED, A CAUSE | 


OF JOY T0 SAINTS. 


WHEN a nation has lain for whole ages TS 


the power of some mighty tyrant, and has suffered 


perpetual ravages from his hands, what gladness 
runs through the land, at the sure prediction of 


his ruin? and bow is every inhabitant pleased, 


while he hears of the approaching downfall of his 


great. enemy 2 * For this is he that has slain my 


father or my mother, my children or my dearest 
relatives, and is still making havoc of the remnant 
of my friends, while I myself also stand in hourly 
danger. This pleasure grows up into more per- 
fect joy, when we are assured this is the laſt 


tyrant that shall rise, the last enemy that shall 


afflict us; for he shall have no successor, and we 


8hall be for eyer free. Such should be the rejoic- : 
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ing of all the saints, when they hear 80 desirable 
and divine a promise as the words of my text :— 


The lat enemy that shall be destroyed is death. 


Death and Heaven, p. 8. 
2 — qa 


DEATH Res. TO SAINTS AS WELL AS 
GRE SINNERS, 


A SAINT is no more. exempted from all the 
frightful attendants of death, than a sinner is.— 


Those eyes that have been perpetually lifted up to 


; 


the God of heaven in prayer, lie closed under 


ground. The tongue that has spoken much for 


God in the world, lies silent in death. Those 
hands that have ministered to the necessities of the 
saints, and those feet that have gone often to the 
house of God, death bas confined them in his 


- chains. Those natural powers that have been 


active in the service of the gospel, can speak, can 
| move, can act no more. 5 


Death and Heaven p. 13. 


- wi 


DEATH AN ENEMY. 


++ ID deprives us of our dear and Jelightful rela- 
tives without any recompence, for the world grows 
80 much the more undesirable to à saint by the 
death of every friend. Children are torn away 
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. from the embraces of their parents, and the wiſe 
bs is 8eized from the bosom. This is, as it were, 
2 tearing the flesh asunder of those whose hearts are 
joined; this gives occasion to bitter sorrows, to 
long and heavy complaints. How suddenly are 

we sometimes deprived of he desires of the eyes, 

and the comforts of life, the ornaments and the 


supports of our earthly state? And we have lost 
all their love, and their counsel, and their care ; 


0 all their sweet sympathy of joys and sorrows, all 
— WH their agreeable conversation and heavenly advice. 
to What a tedious way have we to walk through 
er without such a guide or helper ? We have lost the 
or benefit of their watchful eye, their holy jealousy 
se ſor our souls, their fervent and daily prayers. But 
ne there are records in heaven, where all the prayera 
ne of the saints are kept, and God often turns over his 
is H register, and, in distant successive years, pours 
en down blessings upon the posterity, and multiplies 
in his graces amongst them, in answer to the requests 


that were offer ed upon earth by the saints that are 
now with God. | ; | 
| | Death aud Heaven, p. 17. 


KK KK K „„ 


DEATH THE GOOD MAN'S FRIEND: 


a; 
vs CHRIST makes all things, even death itself, 


- 


he | T3 


| a | 
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work together for the good of hig people, Rom. 


. 28. By death he puts an end to the body of 
ein, and frees the soul from all those ruffling pas- 


sons, those inqietudes of the blood, and disor- 


ders of nature, those strong and perverse appetites 
that cost the Christiat & much toil to subdue, and 
brought him so often under guilt, darkness, and 


Sortow. By death he delivers the believer from 
| the pains and infirmities of the body, the perpetual | 


languishings of a weakly constitution, and the 


; anguish of acute diseases. He constrains death 
i» give the weary saint release from all the mise- 
ries of the present date, and to hide os from the 


LS 4% 


place from the ns and tuinults of the world: 


40 There the weary are at reſt, and the wicked 
66 cease from troubling !”' and instead of consigu- 
12 — ing us over to the full malice of the devil, death 


is made a means to convey us away from all bis 


as8aults, and translite us into that counts y where 


he has no power to enter. And when the soul is 
dismissed into the boom of a reconciled. God by 


the ministry of death, the body is put to rest in 
the grave; the grave, which is sanctified into a 


bed of rest for all the followers of Christ, since their 
Lord and master has lain there, 


Death and Heaven, 12 33. 
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DEATH CONSIDERED AS NO MORE THAN SLEEP 
| 10 THE SAINTS. 


IN. the RET of Christ, the name . of death is 
altered into sleep. Chrigty who has subdued it, 
seems to have given it this new name, that it 
might not have a frightful sound in the ears of his 
beloved. Though it was sometimes called sleep 


in the Old Testament, yet that chiefly regarded 


the silence, and darkness, and inactivity of the 
state; whereas in the New Testament, and in the 
12th of Daniel, tis called sleep, to denote that 
there is an awaking time. The ancient Chriſtians, 
upon this account, called the church- yard where 
they buried the dead, a sleeping-place. And 
though the grave may be termed the prison of 
death, yet death is not lord of the prison; can 
detain the captives there but during the pleasure off 
Christ, for he who is alive for evermore has the 
keys of death and hell; that is, of the separate 
state, Rev. i. 18. Death and Heaven, P- 35 


— ILLAORs 


TIIE DESTRUCTION OF DEATH. 
As the angel lifts up his head in prophecy, and 


swears by him that lives for ever and ever, that 


ume shall be no longer, Rev. x. 6. fo Christ 
* | 


uk. 
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Jesus, the Lord of angels, shall, it were, pro- 
nounce with a ſovereign voice, thatweath shall be 
no Mote. He shall send the great arch-angel with 
the trumpet of God; it shall sound through the 
deepest caverns of the grave, and shall summon 
death from its inmost fecesses. The tyrant shall 
Hear and obey, and restore all his captives out of 


=) prison: The dead shall hear the voice of the 


Son of God, and live, John v. 25, 28, 29. They 
that have done good, to the resurrection of life 
nnd they that have done evil to the resurrecion 
of damnation. | 

| Death 205 Heaven, p. 35. 
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PAITH IN THE GOSPEL GIVES THE VICTORY 
© OVER DEATH. 


ls TIAN ITV lays a fair and rational 
| Foundation for our confidence and triumph in the 
dying-hour. It shews how guilt: is removed by an 
all-ſufficient sacrifice; and makes it evident that 
no hell; no vengeance, no shadows of misery 
await the believer in that invisible world. This 
makes the Christian venture into it with a certain 
boldness, aud a becoming presence of mind. The 
doetrine of Christ shews us how the sting of death 
is taken away, and calls us to fight with a van- 
quiſhed enemy, a serpent without a sting : it gives 
us ascurance that we shall rise again from the duſt 
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with bodies fresher and fairer, glorious in their 
frame, and their constitution immortal; for death 


shall be no more. Exalted by so sublime a hope, 


what is there in death sufficient to depress our 
spirits, if our faith were but equal to this admirable 
doctrine ? The holy apostles are witnesses, the 
noble army of martyrs are witnesses, and many a 
saint in- our day is a witness to this truth, and 
gives honour to this goſpel. How many thousands 
have met death, and all its frightful attendants, 
with a steady soul, and a serene countenance z 
and have departed to heayen with songs of praise 
upon their lips, a smile upon their face, and 
triumph in their eyes? And this was not owing 
to any extravagant flights of enthusiasm, nor the 
fires of an inflamed fancy, but it has been per- 


formed often, and may be done daily by the force | , 
of a regular faith, on the most solid and reasonable 


principles; for such are the principles of the gospel 
of Christ. 


Death and Heaven, p. 39. 


THE PERFECTION; HOLINESS; AND HAPPINESS 
OF THE SAINTS. IN HEAVEN. 


THE perfection of the spirits of the just in 


heaven, is a glorious and transcendent degree of 


those spiritual and heavenly qualifications and | 
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bleflings which they enjoyed here on earth in a 


lower measure; implying also, a freedom from 
all the defects and disorders to which they were 


here exposed, and which are ineonsistent with 


their present N | 


If I were to branch it into particulars, I would 
name but these three, viz. A great increas of know- 
ledge without the mixture of error. A glorious 
degree of boliness, without the mixture of the 


least $in,—Constant peace and Joy, without the 


mixture of any sorrow gr uneasiness. 


Part of the E of spirits consists in con- 
templation; and the more excellent the object is 
which we contemplate, and the more perfect our 


; acquaintance with it, 1s the true felicity of all the 
- ranks of created spirits in the upper and lower 


worlds. What unknown and unrival' d beauties 
are contained in the attributes of bis nature 


What a heavenly pleaſure is it, to lose ourselves 
amongst the boundless perfections of his self- | 
suficiency_ and eternal existence, bis wisdom, his. 


power, his justice, his holiness, his goodneſs, and I 
his truth ! And what a divine harmony amongst 
them all Y | 


| How does the philosopher entertain and feast 
himself with daily. discoveries of new wonders. 


* 


* 
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amongst the works of God, and beholds the print 
of the hands of his Creatot on them all! What 


superior glories are seen by the enquiring Christian 
amongst the greater wonders of his grace! and he 
receives the discovery of them with superior de- 


light, for his etetnal life is in them. John xviii. 3. 
This is life eternal, that they may know Thee 


the onfy true God, and Jesus Christ whom thou 
hast sent. | 
Death and Heaven, p. 57, &c. 


In those happy mansions there is no envy raised 


by all the perfections or the honours of our neigh» 
bour spirits: no detracting thought is known bere, 
no reproachful word is heard in that country; and 


perhaps, no word of reproach is to be found in the 


whole heavenly language. Malice and slander, 
and the very names of infamy, are unknown in 


those regions; and wrath and- strife are eternal 
strangers No divided opinions, no party-quarrels, 


no seeds of discord are sown in heaven, Our 
little angry jars and contentions have no place 
there, and the noise of war am} controversy ceases 


for ever. There are no offences given, and none 


are taken in that world of love. Neither injury 
nor resentment is ever known or practised there, 
those bitter and fatal spriugs of revenge and blood. 
Universal benevolence runs through the whole 
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bour as to himself. 2 


HS 


— 


kingdom ; each spirit wishes well to his _ 


Death and Wow: p. 65. 


But the spirits of the just made perfect are in 


peaceful and joyous circumstances. They know 
God, for they see his face; they know that they 


love him, for they feel and enjoy it in the 
warmest' and sweetest affection of their hearts: 


and they are sure God loves them too; for every 


moment they taste his love, and live upon it in 

all the rich varieties of its manifesfation. 
„ r | 

O what unknown and endless satisfactions of 


mind arise from a full affurance of the love of God? 
what tongue can expreſs, or what heart can con» 
ceive the sacred pleasure that fills every soul in 
heaven, under the immediate impressions of divine 
love! when the poor trembling, doubting believer, 


that knows bimself to be infinitely unworthy of 
the favour of God, or of the meanest place in his 


house, shall be acknowledged as a son in the 


midst of his Father's court on high, and amongst 
millions of congratWating angels. 


— 


No cloud shall ever interpose, no melancholy 


gloom, no shadow of darkness shall ever arise in 


those regions; for the countenance of God, like 


the sun in its highest strength, shall shine and 


- - 


— 
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smile upon them for ever. And, through the 
length of all their immortality, there shall not be 


the least interruption of the sweetest intercourse of 


love, on God s side, or on theirs, 


Death and 8 p- 70. 


„ 


MO' [IVES OFFERED TO EXCITE OUR LONGING 
FOR HEAVEN. 


AND canst thou hear of all this glory, O my 
soul, and meditate of all this joy, and yet cleave 
to earth and the dust still? Hast thou not often 
mourned over thy ignorance, and felt a sensible 
pain in the narrowness, the darkness, and the con- 


fusion of thy ideas, after the utmost stretch and 


labour of thought? How little dost thou know of 
the essence of God, even thy God, and how little 
of the two united natures of Jesus thy beloved Sa- 
viour! How small and scanty is thy knowledge of 
thyself, and gf all thy fellow-spirits, while thou 


art here imprisoned in a cottage of elay! And 


art thou willing to abide in this dark prison still, 
with all thy follies and mistakes about thee ?— 


Does not the land of light above invite th y longing 
and awaken thy desires ; those bright regions 
where knowledge is made perfect, and thy Re- 
deemer is seen without a veil ? 


Ls 


41 
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1045 is not the perfect holiness of heaven another 
allyrement to thee, O my soul? Dost thou not 
sttetch thy wings for flight at the very mention of 
a world without temptation and without sin ?— 
How often hast thou groaned here under the 
burthen of thy guilt, and the body of death ?— 


How hard hast thou wrestled with thy inbred in- 


iquities? An hourly war, and a long toilsome 
conflict! How hast thou mourned i in secret, and 
complained to thy God of these restless inward} 
enemies of thy peace: and art thou so backward. 
still to enter into those peaceful regions where 
these enemies can never come, and where battle 
and war are known no more; but perfect and 
everlasting happiness adorns the inhabitants, and 
crowns of victory and triumphs ? 


0 the shattered and imperfect devotion of the best 
saints on earth JO the feeble, fluttering efforts of 
praise! what poor hallelujahs we send up to hea- 
ven in notes of discord, and, as it were, on bro- 


ken strings! art thou not willing, 0 my soul, to 


honour thy God and th y Saviour with sweeter har- 
mony? and yet what a reluctance dost thou shew 


to enter into that world of j Joy and praise, because 


dme dark 8hadow of death hangs over the passage) 
Come! awake, arise, shake off thy fears ; and let 


the sense and notice of what the spirits of the just 


- 


hy, 


ew, ww,  & 
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above enjoy, raise thy courage, and excite thee to 
meet the first summons with sacred delight and 


rapture. ; 
2 +, Death and Heaven, p. 13. 


DIFFERENT DEGREES OF PERFECTION IN 
| HEAVEN. 


THE a be of beaven, and the joy that at- 
tends it, may be exceedingly different in degrees, 
according to the different capacity of spirits ; and 


yet all may be perfect and free from sinful defects, 


Does not the sparrow praise the Lord, its maker, 
upon the ridge of a cottage, chirping in its native 
perfection? And yet the lark advances in her 


flight and her song as far above the sparrow as the 


clouds are above the house-top. 


Surely superior joys and glories must belong to | 


superior powers and services. 


Can we think that Abraham and Moses, who | 


were trained up in converse with God face to 
face, as a man converses with his friend, and who 
followed him through the wilderness and unknown 


countries in. a glorious exercise of faith, were not | 


prepared for a greater intimacy with God, and 
nearer views of his glory in heayen, than Sampgon 


. 


E. 
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"wa Jepthah, those rude heroes, who spent their 


days in bloody work, in hewing down the Philis- 
tines and the A mmonites ? for we read little of 


their acquaintance with God, or converse with 


him, beside a petition now and then, or a vow 
for victory and for slaughter; and we should 
hardly have charity enough to believe they were 
saved, if St. Paul had not placed them among the 
examples of faith, in his eleventh chapter to the 
Hebrews. Can we ever believe that the thief upon 
the cross, who spent his life in plundering and 
mischief, and made a single, though sincere, pro- 
- fession of the name of Jesus just in his dying hour, 
Was Prepared for the same bigh station and enjoy- 
ment in paradise, so near the right hand of Christ, 
as the great apostle Paul, whose prayers and ser- 
mons, whose miracles of labouring and suffering 
fllled up and finished a long life, and honoured his 
Lord and Saviour more than all the twelve apostles 
besides? Can we imagine that the child that is 
just born into this world under the friendly ſha- | 
do of the covenant of grace, and weeps and dies, 
and is taken to heaven, is fit to be poſſeſſor of the 


ſame glories, or raiſed to the ſame degrees there, 
Aàs the ſtudious, the laborious, and the zealous 


Chriſtian, that has lived above fourſcore years on 
earth, and ſpent the greateſt part of his life in the 


of Rudies of religion, the exerciſes of piety, and the 
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zealous and painful fervices of God and his coun- 
try? - Surely, if all theſe, which I have named, 
muſt have equal knowledge and joy in the future 


world, it is hard to find how ſuch an exact equity 
ſhall be diſplayed in the diftribution of final re- 


wards, as the word of God ſo frequently deſcribes. 


Death and Heaven, p. gs, &c. 


When the distant morning-sun shines on 
piece of polished metal, the metal reflects the face 
of the sun in perfection, when the first sun first 
rises on it. But the same instrument coming di- 
rectly under the meridian sun-beams, shall reflect 
the same image brighter and warmer: and yet 
every moment of this reflection from the morning 
to the highest noon, shall be perfect, i. e. without 


a spot, without blemish, and without defect. 
Such perhaps is the holiness of all the saints in 


heaven. 


Or shall I rather borrow a similitude from 8crip- 
ture, and say, the holiness of the spirits in heaven 


is compared to fine linen? Rev. xiv. 8. The 


fine linen, clean and white, is the righteousness of 
the saints.” Now though a garment may be per- 
fectly clean without the least spot or stain, yet 
finelinen may grow whiter hourly, as it is bleached 


by the constant influence of the heavens. So the” 
„ hs - & Yd 


OE . - * - > A 


5 
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every spirit be perfectly cleansed and purified from 
all sin and defilement, yet it is impossible that 
the degrees of its grace and holiness, or conformity 
to God, may grow brighter, and much improve 
by nearer approaches to God, longer acquaintance 


with him, and the continued influences of his 
majesty and love. | 


Deal and Heaven, p. 140. 


Can we suppose that innocent Adam, at his 
very formation in paradise, knew all the wonders 


of divine wisdom and goodness that ever he was 
designed to attain, had he lived sinless and im- 


mortal ? and then can we believe since his knows 
ledge of his Maker's goodness and wisdom was 


. toreceive continnal adyances, that he should admire 


bim no more, and love him no better after a 
thousand years converse with him, than he did at 


bis first creation ? Now the caſe of the saints in 


heaven is much the same. The rule and measure 


of their duty is their knowledge, and the rule and 
measure oftheir knowledge is their own capacity, 


and their means of discovery. They never fall 


short of their duty, and therefore they have no 
ein: and thus their holiness may be every moment 


perfect, and yet perhaps every moment increasing 


55," their capacities are enlarged, and receive new 


— 
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discoveries, through all the ages of their immor- 
tality. * 

ZN Death and Heaven, p. 14% 
2 


R 


THE EXALTED HAPPINESS OF HEAVEN. 


O HOW gustful are the pleasures of celestial 
worship! What unknown varieties of performance! 


what sublime ministrations there are, and glorious 
services, none can tell. And in all this variety, 
which may be performed in sweet succession, 
there is no wandering thought, no cold affection, 
no divided heart, no listless or indifferent worship- 
pers. What we call rapture and ecstacy here on 
earth, is perhaps the constant and uninterrupted 


pleasure of the church on high in all their adora- 
tions. 
Death and Heaven, p. 106. 


| KK . — „„ 


DIFFERENT EMPLOYMENTS-IN. HEAVEN. 


FREELY allow immediate divine worship to 
take up a good part of their everlasting day, their 
sabbath; and therefore I suppose them to be often 
engaged, millions at once, in social worship; and 
sometimes acting a part, and raised in sublime 
meditation of God, or in a fixed vision of bis 

3 


[1.7 
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blissfal face, with an act of secret adoration, while 
© their intellectual powers are almost lost in sweet 


amazement: sometimes they are entertaining 


themselves and their fellow-spirits with the graces 


and glories of the man Christ Jesus, the Lamb 
that was slain, in the midst of the throne; but at 
other times they may be making a report to him of 


their faithful execution of some divine commis- 


sion they received from him, to be fulfilled either 
in heaven or on earth, or in unknown or distant 
worlds. 


Thete may be other seaſons also when tliey are 


not immediately addressing the throne, but are | 
most delightfully engaged in recounting to each 


other the wondrous steps of providence, wisdom, 
and mercy, that seized them from the very borders 
of hell Wd despair, and brought them through a 
thousand dangers and difficulties to the possession 


of that fair inheritance. When the great God ſhall 


unravel the scheme of his own councils, shall un- 


fold every part of his myſterious conduct, and ſet 
before them the reafon. of every temptation. they 


grappled with, and of every ſorrow they felt here 
on earth, and with what divine and ſucceſsful in- 


fluence they all wrought together to train them up 
for heaven; what matter of ſurpriſing delight and 
charming converſation ſhall this furaiſh the ſaints 
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with in that bleſſed world! And now and then in 
e midſt of their ſacred dialogues, by a ſ ympathy 
of ſoul they ſhall ſhout together in ſweet harmon y,. 
and join their exalted ſongs to him that ſits upon 
the throne, and to the Lamb. Not unto us, O 
Lord, not unto us, but to thy power, to thy 
wisdom, and to thy abounding mercy, be renown 
and honour to everlasting ages. 


Death and Heaven, p. 108, 


PA WW 


ASCENSION OF CHRIST CAUSE of JoY 10 od ar 
INHABITANTS OF HEAVEN. 


IF upon this occasion we may talk in the lan- 


guage of mortals, . may we not suppose those 
ancient fathers raising themselves on high, & over- 
looking the walls of paradise, to gaze downward 
upon this ascending triumph? May we not im- 
agine them speaking thus to each other in holy 
transport? © And is this our great descendant? 
Is this our long expected offspring > How divine 
his aſpect? How God-like his air! How glorions 
and adoreable all the graces of his countenance ! 
Is this, faith holy David, my Son and my Lord ? 
The King of Glory, for whoſe admiſſion I called 
the gates of heaven to be lifted up, and opened 
the everlaſting doors for bim in an ancient ſong ? 
Is this the man, whoſe hands and whoſe feet they 


% 


—— 
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© pierced on earth, as I once foretold by the ſpirit of 
prophecy ? I ſee thoſe bleſſed ſcars of honour, 
how they adorn his glorified limbs! I acknowledge 
and adore my God and my Saviour, I begun his 


triumph once on my harp i in a lower ſtrain, and I 
_ behold him now aſcending on high! Awake m ; 


glory. He comes, He comes with the ſound of 


ga a trumpet, and with the pomp of shonting angels! 


den, praises, all ye saints, unto our God ſing 
- praises. Is this, saith Iſaliah, the child born, of 
9 I spoke Is this the Son given, of whom ! 
propheſied? I ee him as the mighty God, the 
Father of ages, and the Prince of Peace. I see 
the righteous branch, adds the prophet Jeremy, 
the righteous branch from the stem of David, from 


the root of Jesse. This is the King whom I fore- 


told should reign in righteousness; the Lord my 
righteousness 1 is his name, I rejoice at his appear- 


anoee, the throne of heaven is made ready for him. 


This (saith Daniel,) is the Meffiah, the Prince, 
who was cut off, but not for himselt; the seventy 
weeks are all fulfilled, and the works is done. — 
He hath finiſhed transgreſſion and made an end of 
fin, and hath brought in everlaſting righteousness 
for all his people. But was this the person, (saith 
d the prophet) whom they sold for thirty 
pieces of filver? Vile indignity and impious 
madness! Behold, he now appears like the man 


. 
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who is fellow or companion to the Lord of Hoſts. 
It is he (saith Malachi) the Meſſenger of the cove- 


nant, who came suddenly to his own temple.— 


There I held him in my withered arms (saith 


aged Simeon) and rapture and prophecy came 


upon me at once, and I expired in joy and praises. 


And we hope our mother Eve stood up among 
the rest of them, and beheld and confessed the 
promised seed of the woman. Blessed Saviour, 
that didst break the head of the ſerpent, though 


thy heel was bruised, and hast abolished the mis- 


chief that my folly and his temptation had brought 
into thy new created world!“ 


Now could we ever suppose all this to be done in 
the upper regions, with no new smiles upon the 
countehances of the saints, no special increase of 
joy among the spirits of the just made perfect.? 


God himself stands in no need of the magnificence 


of their transactions: Christ Jesus receives the 
new honours, and all the old inhabitants ofheaven 
taste new and unknown satisfaction in the honours 
they pay to their exalted Saviour. 


Death and Heaven, p. 127. 
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PROGRESSIVE HOLINESS IN | HEAVEN. 
WHEN a soul, that hath a new nature given it 


5 by sanctifying grace, is placed in the immediate 

view and presence of God the most holy, it will 
ever be growing into a greater degree of nearness 

And love, and it will be powerfully changed more 

85 and more into the likeness of God himſelf, as a 

needle, when placed within the reach of a load- 

_ stone's attractive power, ceases not its motion till 


it be joined in perfect union, and itself Acquires 


25 the virtues of thar wonderful mineral; 71 


The qpirit "of a 8851 man, landed from the 


| body, and. ascending to heaven, is surrounded 


with thousands and ten thousands of blessed spirits 


of the human and angelic order: when it gets 
within the confines of the heavenly country, it 
: weetly and insensibly acquires the genius and 
. temper of the inhabitants; it breathes, as it were, 


2 new air, and lives, and thinks, and acts, Just as 
| they do. It shines and burns with new degrees of 


knowledge, zeal, and love, and exults in the 


transporting communications of the same Joye 


Death and Hewes: p. 158, 


W 
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EONVERSA'TION OF THE INHABITANTS OF 


HEAVEN. | 
Av; am doubtless will take a peculiar pleasure in 


acquainting all his happy postersty with the special 


form and terms of the Sol of innonency ; he 
chall tell us of the nature of the trees of knowledge 


and of life, and how fatally he fell, to the ruin of 


his unborn offspring. Unhappy father, deriving 
iniquity and death down to his children! But with 


what immense satisfaction and everlasting surprise 
he views the Second Adam, his Son, and his 


Saviour, and stands in adoration and transport, 
while he beholds millions of his seed that he once 


ruined, now raised to superior glories above the 
promises of the law of works, by the intervening 


influence of a Mediator ! Enoch, the man that 


walked with God, and Elijah, the great reformer, 


ſhall inſtruct us how they were translated to hea- 


ven, and paſſed into a bleſſed immortality with- 


out calling at the gates of Death. Noah will re- 
late to his sons, among the blessed, what was the 
wickedness of the old world before the flood, that 
provoked God their Maker to drown them all: he 
ſhall entertain us with the wonders of the ark, and 
the covenant of the rainbow in all its glorious co- 
lours. Abraham, the father of the faithful, and 
the friend of God, ſhall talk over again with us 
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- frequent apparitions to him, and ſhall tell us how 
much the Promised Seed transcends all the poor, 


8 8 N [| 


his familiar converse with God and angels, in their 


low ideas he had of him in his obscure ages of 
prophecy. For we cannot suppose that all inti- 
mate converse with our father Abraham shall be 


forbidden us by any of the laws or manners of that 
heavenly country, fince heaven itself is described 
by our sitting down as at one table with Abraham, 
and dwelling 1 in his bosom, Matt. viii. 11, and 

| Luke XIV. 18. and XVI. 20. | | 


There Paul and Moses ball] join together to give 


us an account of the Jewiſh law, and read wondrous 


and entertaining lectures on the types and figures 
of that ceconomy, and still lead our thoughts on 


the glorious antitype with surprising encomiums 


55 of the blessed Jesus. Paul shall unfold to us the 


dark places of his own writings, better than he 


himself once understood them: and Moses shall 
become an interpreter of his own law, who knew 


30 little of the mystery and beauty of it on earth 
himself. 5 


There we shall acquaint ourselves with some 


of the ancient fathers of the Christian church ; and 


the martyrs, those dying champions of the faith 


and honours of the Christian name. These will 
recount the various providences of God to the 
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church in their several ages, and shew the visions 
of St. John in the book of the Revelations, not 
in the morning twilight of prophecy, but as in the 
light of noon, as a public hiſtory, or as an even- 
ing rehearsal of the transactions of the day. The 
witnesses themselves shall tell us how they pro- 
pheſied in sackcloth, and were slain by the man 
of sin, how they rose from the dead in three days 
and a half, and how the church was at last re- 
formed from the Popish mysteries of iniquity and 


zuperstition. Cranmer and Ridley, Calvin and 


Luther, and the rest of the pious reformers, shall 
make known to us the labours and sufferings of 
their age, and the wonders of pure christianity, 
rising, as it were, out of the grave, and throwing 


off the chains, the darkness and the defilements 


of Antichrist: and those holy souls, who laboured 


in the reformation of Great Britain, while they 


relate the ttansactions of their day, shall perhaps 


inquire and wonder why their successors put a 
stop to that blessed work, and have made no further 


progress in a hundred and fifty years. | 
Death and Heaven, p. 158. 


LONGING FOR HEAVEN. 


OH! blessed state of spirits discharged from the 
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prison of flesh and this world; this wicked world! 


where Satan the evil spirit, has so wide a range, 
and so poisonous an influence, and where sinful 
men swarm on every side, and bear the largest 
sway! What divine advantages are you possessed 
of, for the improvement of all your sacred excel - 
lencies and joys! When we can raise our thoughts 
a little, and survey your privileges, we feel some- 
what of an inward wish to dwell among you, and 
send a breathing meditation, or a glance of warm 
desire toward your world and your society. We 
Poor prisoner-spirits, when we hear such tidings 
from the country at which you are arrived, we 
stretch our wings a little, and are ready to wish 
for the flight, but God, our sovereign, must ap- 
point the hour, he sees that we are not yet refined 
enough. Keep our souls, O Father, in this erect 
posture, looking, reaching, and longing for the 
celestial world, till thou hast completely prepared 
us for the promised glory, and then give us the 
Joyful word of dismission. . 


Death and Heaven, p. 164. 
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Poetry. 


5 DIVINE JUDGMENTS. 
| 1. 


NOT from the dust my sorrows spring, 


Nor drop my comforts from the lower skies; 


Let all the baneful planets shed 
Their mingled curses on my head. 
How vain their curses, if th' Eternal King : 
Look thro' the clouds and bless me with his eyes. 
Creatures with all their boasted sway 
Are but his slaves, and must obey ; 
They wait their orders from above, 


And execute his word, the vengeance, or the love. 


II. 

Tis by a warrant from his hand 

The gentler gales are bound to sleep; 
The North wind blusters, and assumes command 

Over the desert and the deep; 

Old Boreas with his freezing pow' rs 
Turns rhe earth iron, makes the ocean glass, 
Arrests the dancing riv'lets as they pass, 


And chains them moveless to their shores; 
The grazing ox lows to the gelid skies, | 
Walks o'er the marble meads with withering eyes, 


— 


Walks o'er the solid lakes, snuffs up the wind, 


and dies. X 2 


938 2, gl FN 
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Fly to the polar world, my song, 
And mourn the pilgrims there, a wretched throng ! 
Seized and bound in rigid chains, 
A FCN statues on the Russian plains, 
And life stands frozen in the purple veins. 
Atheists, forbear : no more blaspheme : 
God has a thousand terrors in his name, 
IG thousand armies at command, 
Waiting the signal of his hand, 
And magazines of frost, and magazines of flame, 
Dress thee in steel to meet his wrath; 
His sharp artillery from the North | 
Shall pierce thee to the soul, and shake thy mortal 
_ frame. _ | 1 85 
Sele on Winter's raged wings 
_ He rides in arms along the sky, 
And scatters fate on swains and kings; 
And flocks and herds, and nations die; 
While impious lips, profanely bold, 
Grow pale ; and, quivering at his dreadful cold, 


_ Give their own blasphemies the lie. 
| IV. | 


The mischieſs that infest the earth, _ 

When the hot dog-star fires the realms on high, 

Draught and disease, and cruel dearth, 
Are but the flashes of a wratbful eye 

From the incens'd divinity. 
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In vain our parching palates thirst, 
For vital food in vain we-cry, 
And pant for vital breath ; 
The verdant fields are burnt to dust, 
The sun has drunk the e dry, 
And all the air is death. | 
Yescourges of our Maker's rod, 
Tis at his dread command, at his imperial nod 
| You deal your various plagues abroad. 
k . 8 
Hail, whirlwinds, hurricanes and flobds 
That all the leaf y standards strip, 
And bear down with a mighty sweep 
The riches of the fields, and honours of the woeds; 
Storms, that ravage o'er the deep, 
And bury millions in the waves ; 
Earthquakes, that in midnight sleep | 
Turn cities into heaps, and make our beds our 
graves; | 
While you dispense your mortal harms, 


'Tis the Creator's voice that sounds your loud 


alarms, [ arms, 


When guilt with louder cries provokes a God to 


= vt. 
O for a message from above 
To bear my spirits up! ! 
Some pledge of my Creator's love | 
15 FY . 


HENS 
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Io calm my terrors and support my hope! 
LCL.et waves and thunders mix and roar, 
Be thou my God, and the whole world is mine: 
hile thou art Sovereign, I'm secure; 

f T Shall be rich till thou art poor ; | 
ForallI fear, andall I wish, heavy” n, earth and 
| | ell are ine. | 


— 1 
THE UNIVERSAL HALLELUJAH. - 


: Py PALM CXLVIIL PARAPHRAS'D. 


+ 
PRATSE ye the ra with joyfal tongue, 
Ye Pow rs that guard his throne ; 
Jesus the man Shall lead the song, 
5 he God 1 inspire the tune. 
| ng 
Gehe and all the immortal choir 
That fill the realms above 
Sing ; for he form'd you of his fire, 
And feeds you with his love. 
III. 
Sghine to his praise, ye chrystal gkies, 
_ The floor of his abode, A 
Dr veil your little twinkling eyes, 


Before a brighter God. 
| | 5 NIE IV. | 
| Thou restless globe of golden light, 
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Whose beams create our days, 
| Join with the silver queen of night, * 


To own e borrowed rays. 
V. 


Blush and refund the honours paid 
To your inferior names; 
Tell the blind world your orbs are fed 
By his o erflowing flames. 
VL 


| Winds, ye shall bear his name aloud 


Thro' the ethereal blue, » 


For when his chariot is a cloud, 


He makes his wheels of you. 
> VIk 


aas 


Thunder and hail, and fires and Storms, We; 


The troops of his command, 
Appear in all your dreadful forms 
And speak his awful hand. 
ei 
Shout to the Lord, ye surging seas, 
In your eternal roar; 
Let wave to wave resound his praise, 
And shore reply to shore. 
IX. 
While monsters eng on the Rood, 
In scaly silver shine, 
Speak terribly their maker God, 
And lash the foaming brine. 


22 _—_—_ 
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1 Bat gentler thioks shall tune his name, 

Jo softer notes than these, 

bus zephyrs breathing o'er the stream, 

1 Or rern thro” the trees. 

__ F 

IS Ware your tall heads, ye lofty pines, 

Ju o him that bid you grow, 


2 Sweet clusters bend the fruitful vines, 
| Ou every thankful * 


Let the $hrill birds his 8 W, 
And climb the morning sky, 7 
While groveling beaſts attempt his "Re: 
In hoarser harmony. 


| | XIII. 
1 Tbus while the meaner creatures eing. 9. 
1 Te mortals take the sound, 
Echo the glories of your king 
Thro' all — nations . 

3 XIV. 

| ns The Eternal name 1 fly abroad 
Wo From Britain to Japan; 

1 ny And the whole race Shall bow to God, 
WE; That owns the name of man, 


* * 
3 
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THE DAY OF JUDGMENT. 
An Ode. 


ATTEMPTED IN ns tha vane SAPPHIC. 


m7 | | 
WHEN « the fierce North wind with his airy 


forces | 
Rears up the Baltic to a foaming fury; 
And the red light'ning, with astorm of hail comes 
Rushing amain down. 


e % 
How the poor sailors stand amaz'd and tremble ! 
While the hoarse thander, like a bloody trumpet, 
Roars a loud onset to the gaping waters 
| Quick to devour them, 


III. 
Such shall the noise be, and the wild disorder, 
(If things eternal may be like these earthly) 
Such the dire terror when the great archangel 


Shakes the Creation ; 2 
IV. 


Tears the strong pillars of the vault of heaven, 

Breaks up old marble, the repose of princes; 

See the graves open, and the bones arising, | 
Flames all around em. 
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V. 


Hark, the shrill outcries of the guilty wretches ! 
Lively bright horror, and amazing anguish, 
Stare thro* their eye-lids, while the living worm 


D lies $3 8 a 
f Gnawing within them. 
VI. | | 


77 Thoughts, ike "ola * prey upon their 


| heart-strings, 
And the smart twinges, when their eye beholds the 


NY Judge frowning, and a flood of vengeance 


oy en afore him. 
vn. ; 


; Hopeless immortals! bow they scream and sbiver, 
While devils push them to the pit wide - yawning 
Hideous and gloomy to receive them headlong 


Down to the center. 
VIII. 


Stop 8 5 my Koey > (all away, ye herd 


Doleful ideas,) come, arise to Jesus 


How he sits God-like ! and the saints around him 
8 Thron' 9, yet adoring ! 
IX. 
0 may 1 Ut there when he comes ane bent, 
r the nations ! then ascend to glory, 
"WAGs, our coatings all along the passage 
15 Shout the Redeemer. 
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FIRE. AIR, EARTH AND SEA, PRAISE YE INR 
| TE” L {| 
EARTH, thou great footstool of our God - 
Who reigns on high; thou fruitful source 
Of all our raiment, life and food ; | 
Our house, our parent, and our nurse; 
Mighty stage of mortal scenes, 
Drest with strong and gay machines, 
Hung with golden lamps around; 

(And flow'ry carpets spread the ground) 

Thou bulky globe, prodigious mass, = 
That hangs unpillar'd in an empty space! þ 
While thy unweildy weight rests on the feeble air, 

Bless that Almighty word that fix'd and holds 


- thee there, | 
a | | II. 5 1 
Fire, thou swift herald of his face, *.Þ 
Whose glorious rage, at his command, | 0 
Levels a palace with the sand, | 4 


Blending the lofty spires in ruin with the base; 1 
Ve heav'nly flames, that einge the air, | | 
Artillery of a jealous God, 

Bright arrows that his ,ounding quivers bear 

J To 8catter deaths abroad; 
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| Lehe: nings, adore the sovereign arm that flings 


His vengeance, and Your fires, upod the heads of 
7” - Rings. * | 
. 
Thou vital element, the air, 
Whose boundless magazines of breath 
Our fainting flame of life repair, 
And save the bubble man from the cold arms of 
death; 25 5 
And ye, whose vital moistuts Yields 
Life's purple stream a fresh supply: 
Sweet waters wand ring thro' the flow'ry delle, 
| Or dropping from the sky ; | 
Confess the pow'r whose all- sufficient name 
Nor needs your aid to build, or to een our 
| frame. | 


/ 


n WE | "We 
Now the rude air, with noisy force, + 
Beats up and swells the angry sea, ; 
They] join to make our lives a prey, 
And sweep the sailor's hopes away, 


— 


Voain hopes, to reach their kindred on the shores! 


Lo, the wild seas and surging waves 
Gape hideous in a thousand graves ; 
Be still, ye floods, and know your bounds of sand, 


| 8 Ve storms, adore your Master's hand; 


The winds are in his fist, the waves at his com» 
| mand. 
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| co net Wh 
From the eternal emptiness | 
His fruitful word by secret springs | 
Drew the whole harmony of things 
That form this noble universe: 
Old nothing knew his pow'rful hand, 
Scarce had he spoke his full command, 
Fire, air, and earth, and sea, heard the creating call, 


And leap'd from empty ARK to this oth 


all; 
And still they Ane, 1 still obey 
The orders they receiv'd the great creation- lay. 


—— 
* LAUNCHING INTO ETERNITY, 


IT was a brave attempt! adventurous he, 
Who in the first ship broke the unknown sea: 
And leaving his dear native shores behind, 
Trusted his life to the licentious wind 


He on a pine-plank rides across the waves, 
Exulting on the edge of thousand gaping graves; 
He steers the winged boat, and sbifts he sails, 
Conquers the flood, and manages the pales. 


I see the surging brine : the tempest raves: 0 2 


Such is the soul that leaves this mortal land 
Fearless when the great Master gives command. 


* TÞ 4 


* ” 
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| os Death 1 is the storm: sbe smiles to hear it roar, 
And bids the tempest waft her from the shore: 
Ten with a skilful helm she sweeps the seas, 
And manages the raging storm with ease; 
* Her faith can govern death she preade her 
„„ 0 . 
Wide to the wind, and as she sails she sings, 


And loses by degrees the sight of mortal 1 
As the shores lessen, so her joys arise, 


be waves roll gentler, and the tempest dies, 
© Now vast eternity fills all her sight, | 
13 She floats on the broad Bp with infinite de- 
_— light, | 4: 
The seas for ever calm, the ſkies for ever bright. 


— — 
BREATHING TOWARD THE HEAVENLY 
dom. ; 

; SASIMIRE, BOOK 1. OD. 19. -IMITATED» 
mY ? 3 | : 5 Vrit 0 r Patriæ Decor, br. | 


THE beauty of my vative.land 
- ImmorſaMove inspires ; 

I burn, I burn with ftrong desires, 
Aud Sigh, and wait the high command. 
12 i There glides the moon her shining way 

2 . ta "And shoots my heart thro* with a silver ray. 


« - * ” 1 
1 N . | 
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Upward my heart aspires : 
A thousand lamps of golden light 
Hung high in vaulted azure charm my sight, 

And wink and beckon with their amourous fires, 
O ye fair glories of my heav' nly home 
Bright centinels whs guard my Father's court, 

Where all the happy minds resort, 
When will my Father's chariot come? 
Must ye for ever walk the ethereal round, 
For ever see the mourner lie | 
An exile of the sky, 
A prisoner of the ground! 8 
Descend some shining servant from on high, 
Build me a hasty tomb; 
A grass y turf will raise my head; 
The neighbouring lilies dress my bed, 
And shed a ſweet perfume, © 
Here I put off the chains of death 
My soul too long has worn: 
Friends, I forbid one groaning breath, 
Or tear to wet my urn; 
Raphael, behold me all undrest, 
Here gently lay this flesh to rest: 
Then mount and lead the path unknown, 
Swift I pursue thee, flaming guide, on pinions of 
my OWN, 
12 
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"CONVERSE WITH CHRIST. 
I'M tir'd with visits, modes, and forms, 
Ang flatt'ries made to fellow- worms "RE 
Their conversation cloys: 
Their vain amours and empty stuff: 
But I can ne er enjoy enough | 
Ot thy beſt compan 7. m * Lord, thou life of all my 
3; Joys. RE 8 8 
* II. | 
" When he begins to tell his love, 
_ Thro' every vein my passions move, - 
The captives of his tongue ; 
In midnight shades, on frosty round, 
I could attend the pleasing sound, 
N or should I feel December cold, nar think the 
darkness long. 


%. 


CE; a WL 
There while I 3 my Saviour-God 
Count o'er the sins (a heavy load!) 
He bore upon the tree, 
Inward I bluſh. with Secret shame, 1 
And weep and love, and bless the name 
That knew nor guilt nor grief his own, but bare it 
all for me. 


„ 


— 


| + #2 
Next he describes the thorns he wore, 


And talks his bloody passion o'er, 
»Till I am drown'd in tears: 
; Yet with the ſympathetic smart 
There's a ſtrange joy beats round my heart: 
The curſed tree * bleſfings in't, m y {ſweeteſt balm 


it bears. 
| v. 


I hear the Sante ſufferer tell 
How on his cross he vanquished hell, 
And all the powers beneath : | 
Transported and inſpir'd, my tongue 
Attempts his triumphs in a song; 


„How has the serpent lost his sting, and where's 


| thy victory, death??? 
1 5 ; 
But when he shews his hands and heart, 
With those dear prints of dying smart, 
He sets my soul on fire: 
Not the beloved John could rest 
With more delight upon that breaſt, 
Nor Thomas pryanto thoſe wounds with more in- 
tenſe deſire. 
| VII. 
Kind] y he opens me his ear, 
And bids me pour my sorrows there, 
And tell him all my pains, 
Thus while I ease my burden'd. heart, 


In pry woe he bears a part, * 3 
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. * THE BEAUTIES OF DR. WATTS 
His arms embrace me, and his hand my ping 
© headsustains. a 
| jj EEG 
Phe Fly from my thoughts, all buman do, | 
And sporting swains, and eas 9 
And tales of wanton loves? 


My soul disdains that little snare 
The tangles of Amira's hair; 


| Thine arms, my God, are 8weeter bands, nor can 
. my heart remove. Lo 


A 


1 FALSE GREATNESS W | 
. MI o. forbear to call Lim blest 
That only boasts a large estate, e 


Should all the treasures of the West 
Meet, and conspire to make him great. 


I u know thy better thoughts, I know 


Thy reason can't descend so low. 


| Leta a broad Efream with golden cards 
Thro' all his meadows roll, 


5 P He's but a wretch; with all bis fände, "LS. 


That wears a narrow soul. 
hs He swells Ani 5 wealth y store, 
"5" AG proudly poizing what he weighs 
In his own scale he fondly lays 
Huge heaps of Shining ore. 


- THE BEAUTIES OF DR. WATTS 247 
Le spreads the balance wide to hold 2 75 
His manors and his farms, 0 
And cheats the beam with loads of gold £ Fo © 
le hugs between his arms. Fe 9 
So might the plough- boy climb a tree, 1 
Wben Crasus mounts his throne, Eo 1 55 | 
And both stand up, and smile to see | 
How long their shadow's grown, 
Alas! how vain their fancies be . "+ 
To think their shape their own. 2 85 PE 
Thus mingled still with wealth and state, + + I 
Croesus himself can never know; „ | 
| 
| 


His true dimenſions and his weight | 5 
Are far ipferior to their ſhow. | 

Were I 80 tall to reach the pole, 

Or graſp the ocean with my ſpan; 

I muſt be meaſur'd by my ſoul ; 


The mind's the ſtandard of the man. 


= 
8 
— — * — > a _ 


— 


— AN 


2 MONARCHY. 
1701. 


THE PO r beheld th" imperious Gaul 
Stretch his dominion, while a hundred towns 

Crouch'd to the victor : buta ſteady ſoul 

Stands firm on his own baſe, and reigns as wide, 

As abſolute ; and ſways ten thouſand flayes, 

Luſts and wild fancies with a ſovereign hand. 
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We are a little kingdom ; but the man 
| That chains his rebel- will to reaſon's throne, 
Forms it a large one, whilſt his royal mind 


Te Makes heaven its council, from the rolls above 


Draws his own Mies, and with j Joy obey * 


Tis not a troop of wel- appointed guards 
Create a monarch, not a purple robe 
98 Dy'di in the peoples blood, not all the crowns” 


Or dazling tiars that bend about the head, 


Tho gilt with ſun · beams and ſet round with ſtars. 
A monarch he that conquers all his fears, | 
And treads upon them; when he ſtands alone, 
Makes bis own camp, four guardian virtues wait 
His nightly ſlumbers, and ſecure his dreams. 2 
Now dawns the light; he ranges all his thoughts 
In ſquare battalions, bold to meet th' attacks 
Of time and chance, himſelf a num'rous hoſt, 
All eye, all ear, all wakefal as the day, 
Firm as a rock, ad moveleſs as the center. 
Ja vain wks harlot 8 ure, wen her charms, 
- To lull his thoughts in luxury's fair lap, 
* To ſenſual eaſe, (the bane of little kings, 
Monarchs whoſe waxen images of ſouls - 
Are moulded into ſoftneſs) ſtill his mind 
Wears its own ſhape, nor can the heavenly form 


” 
— 
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80959 to be model'd by the wild decrees 
Of the mad yulgar, that unthinking herd. 


"ef 
He lives above the — 181 nor hears the noise 


Of wars and triumphs, nor regards the shouts 
Of popular applauſe that empty gound ; 

Nor feels the flying arrows of reproach, 

Or spite or envy. In himself secure, 

Wisdom his tower, and conscience is his shield, 
Eis peace all inward, and his joys his own. 


Now my ardbition wells; my wishes 5oar, 
This be my kingdom; sit above the globe 
My $vifing foul, and dreſs thyſelf around 


And ſhine in virtve's armour, climb the beight 


Of wiſdom's lofty caſtle, there refide Te 
Safe from the ſmiling and the frowning world, 


Vet once a day drop down a gentle look 

On the great mole- hill, and with pitying eye 
Survey the buſy emmets round the heas, 
Crouding and buſtling in a thouſand forme 
Ot ſtrife and toil to purchaſe wealth and fame, 
A bubble or a duſt: then call thy thoughts 
Up to thyſelf to feed on joys unknown, 
Rich without gold, and great without renown, 
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FEW HAPPY MATCHES. 
"of RE 2 885 Na 1701, 
* 5 8 8 
SAT. Knights, love, and tack my ſong, 
To whom th Meeteſt] joys belong, 
And who the happy pairs I 


Whoſe yielding hearts, and joining hands; 
io bleffings, 


wiſted with ow bands, 


EI: 


'To Toon all 


5 Ne ot the wild . of nymphs and ſwains 


That thoughtleſs fly into the chains, i 
As cuſtom leads the way: 
11 there be bliſs without deſign, 


Aries and oaks may grow and twine, 


An ve as bleit as they. 
III. 
Not ſordid fouls of earthly mold 
Who drawn by kindred charms of gold 
J dull embraces move 8 


1 80 two rich mountains of Peru 5 
May ruſn to wealthy 2 too, 5 


* make a world of love. 
225 425 IV. f | 
Not the mad 1 tribe that hell 8 
With wanton flames; thoſe raging fires 
The purer bliſs * 


1 7 
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On Ætaa' s top let faries wed, * 
And ſheets of light' ning dreſs the ve: 


T* improve the burning joy. * 4 


| _ 
* 1 

Not the dull pairs whoſe marble Pr 

None of the melting paſlicgy Farms, 


Can mingle hearts and hands: 


Logs of green wood that quench the bal 


Are marry'd juſt like Stoic ſouls, 
With 9 78 for ors bands. 


VL : 
Not minds of melancholy ſtrain, 7 
Still silent, or that ill complain, 
Can the dear bondage bleſs; 


As well may heavenly concerts ſpring 
From too old lutes with ne*er a ftring, 


Or none beſide the baſs, 
MR 21 
Nor can the (oft enchantments hold 
Two jarring fouls of angry mold, 
The rugged and the keen; 


Sampſon's young foxes might as well 
In bands of cheerful wedlock dwell, 
With firebrands ty d behween. 


VIII. 
Nor let * cruel fehler bind 


A gentle to a ſavage mind, 3 
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For love. abbors the sight: | 
Looſe che fierce tyger from the deer, 
Fot ie rage and native feat 
# _ Riſe and 0 9 
pound kindeft {ls alone ſd meet, 
Dis friendſhip makes the bondage ſweet, 
And feeds their mutual loves: 
B tight Venus on her rolling throne 
= Is drawn by gentleſt birds alone 
1 And Cupids yoke the doves.“ 
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„These poems are selected from Horæ Lyrice ; or Poems 
1 chiefly of the Lyric kind. 
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